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States

Racist vandalism hoax: A

former psychology professor at Cla-

remont McKenna College in Califor-

nia was sentenced Wednesday to a

year in state prison for spraying her

car with racist and anti-Semitic slurs and

claiming that unknown vandals had done it.

Kerri Dunn, 40, of Redlands, had faced up to
three years’ imprisonment.

Dunn was arrested after two witnesses
told police they saw her vandalize her vehi-
cle and after investigators found inconsisten-
cies in her statements.

Colo. wildfire sentence: A Denver appeals
court on Thursday threw out a 12-year state
prison sentence given to former forestry
worker Terry Lynn Barton for starting the
largest wildfire in Colorado history, saying
the judge gave her too long a term.

The Colorado Court of Appeals also said
state District Judge Edward Colt, who presid-
ed over Barton’s case, had at least “the ap-
pearance of prejudice” because smoke from
the wildfire forced him to leave his own
home for a night.

The court ordered a new sentencing hear-
ing before a new judge.

R.1. nightclub fire: More than half of the
177 clubs in Rhode Island must install sprin-
Klers under the new fire safety code passed
in the aftermath of the deadly Station night-
club fire.

A new statewide survey compiled by the
state fire marshal’s office says 95 clubs don’t
meet the new sprinkler requirement, and 55
of those clubs also lack a newly required
alarm system that automatically notifies the
local fire department when the alarm
sounds.

The fire marshal's study, released Wednes-
day by the governor’s office, found that 69
clubs already meet both the sprinkler and
alarm requirements.

Robert Blake case: The judge in Robert
Blake’s Los Angeles murder case Wednes-
day reversed herself and decided to allow
parts of recorded jailhouse conversations to
be used at the trial, including one in which
Blake referred to the family of his slain wife
as “monsters.”

Superior Court Judge Darlene Schempp
also permitted use of a segment of a Febru-
ary 2003 jailhouse interview the former “Ba-
retta” television star gave journalist Barbara
Walters.

Last week, Schempp had barred the prose-
cution from using the material but agreed to
listen to the recordings and reconsider.

}

Tour of Atsugi copters: Lt. Jason Carrillo, a pilot with Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron
Light 51, shows Zama American High School student Matthew Rozko the intricacies of a
SH-60B helicopter’s control system during a tour to the Atsugi-based squadron. Rozko was
part of a group of special education students who toured base facilities as part of a social
skills development program.

World

Stolen paintings: One of two paintings by
Edvard Munch stolen from an Oslo, Norway,
museum earlier this year was seriously dam-
aged, a newspaper reported Thursday.

Citing what it called multiple independent
sources familiar with the art world, as well as

sources, newspaper Verdens Gang re-
ported that the “Madonna” had been ruined.

In August, three masked robbers, including
at least one with a pistol, took “The Scream”
and “Madonna” from Oslo’s Munch Museum
and fled in a stolen car.

Bali bombing trial: A jailed Afghan- trained
militant told a court Thursday in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, that cleric Abu Bakar Bashir became
the leader of the Jemaah Islamiyah terror net-
work in 2000, but that he never heard Bashir
talk about terrorism.

“I got a telephone call in 2000 that Abu
Bakar Bashir was the new amir (leader) of Je-
maah Islamiyah,” said Imron Baihaki, who
claims that he was in southern Phlllppmes at
that time. He said he got the call from a Je-
maah Islamiyah operative.

Tt was doubtful that the statement would be
strong enough to support prosecutors’ charge
that Bashir — as leader of the al-Qaida affili-
ate — inspired his followers to launch the Oct.
12,2002, Bali bombings that killed 202 people
and last year’s attack on the J.W. Marriott
hotel in Jakarta, that killed 12.

Afghan child soldiers: Nearly half of Af-
ghanistan’s estimated 8,000 child soldiers
have been demobilized and are going
through educational programs and vocation-
al training aimed at preparing them to rejoin
society, the U.N. Children’s Fund said Thurs-
day.

The year-old program has targeted 15
northern, northeastern and central provinc-
es. UNICEF said it now hopes to expand into
the south, southwest and southeast — the
most dangerous parts of a country that is still
fighting Taliban and al-Qaida insurgents.

So far, 3,998 boys, mostly ages 14-17, have
been demobilized.

Bobby Fischer residency: Iceland has ap-
proved a residency permit for Bobby Fis-
cher, embassy officials said Thursday, but
the former chess champion faces hurdles in
traveling there because he remains in Japa-
nese custody and lacks a valid passport.

Fischer is wanted in the United States on
charges of violating international sanctions
against Yugoslavia, and has been detained
since July 13 in Tokyo where he has been
fighting a deportation order to the United
States.

Fischer is accused of violating the sanc-
tions when he played a rematch in Yugosla-
via in 1992 against longtime rival Spassky.

He won and took home $3.5 million in
prize money.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Drill connects Iwakuni to ‘outside world’

Marines hold communications exercise

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

Marines at Iwakuni Marine Corps Air
Station, Japan, said they enhanced their
skills and learned new ones during the
16-day field communications exercise Cap-
stone "05.

Held at the Penny Lake Field on base,
the exercise ran from Nov. 29 through
Tuesday. It involved 57 Marines from 7th
Communications Battalion and Marine
Wing Communication Squadron 18 based
out of Okinawa and Marines from commu-
nication sections within with Marine Air-
craft Group 12, Marine Wing Support
Squadron 171 and Marine Aviation Logis-
tics Squadron 12.

Lt. Louis Mejia, Manne ng Support
Squadron 171 ofﬁcer,

He said a complete telephone network
and computer networks were created at
the Penny Lake site. Communication was
established with the Okinawa site via se-
cure satellite connection.

“The training opportunity was so valu-
able because many of these Marines are
young, and this may have been the first
time in field training at this level for many
of them,” Nightingale said Thursday.

Lance Cpl. Gregory Jeter is a field wire-
‘man with MWSS-171. His job was to hook
up a telephone network on the site by run-
ning wiring from switchboards to each
communications point.

“This was the first time I had done this
in such an environment,” Jeter said. “I got
a lot of training related to my MOS specifi-

said the field exercise simulated an envi-
ronment away from military installations,
where units must set up communication
links independent of base networks.

“This was a great training opportunity in
the MOS (military operations specialty) of
these Marines,” he said Wednesday.

The Marines ate meals at a nearby mess
hall and slept in the barracks each evening
but otherwise worked outdoors through-
out, as did another group of Marines partic-
ipating at the same time on Okinawa.

“We trained in establishing network con-
nections to Okinawa via satellite and the
Okinawa site connected to the outside
world,” said Master Sgt. John M. Nightin-
gale, MWSS»171 communications chief.
“We all used tactical equipment that would
be used in a real operations environment.”

cally, and the MOS of the people who work
the swi

“In the cross-training sense I learned a
lot, including how to program the numbers
for the individual phones and setting up
loops.”

Capstone '05 was designed for such
hands-on training and to ensure that equip-
ment used in such instances is functional,
officials said.

At both the Iwakuni and Okinawa sites, a
satellite van was used for the computer con-
nections on the networks.

“We set up a server that is rebuilt to with-
stand the atmosphere in the field and set
those up so you could do pretty much any-
thing there you could in the garrison ...
e-mail, surf the Net. ... We took care of
things like that,” said Lance Cpl. Joshua
MCcElroy of MWSS-171.

LuKAS J. BLOM/Courtesy hwakun Marine Corps Air Station

Cpl. Sylvester C. Nickerson, MWSS-171 field wireman, adjusts his tactical switchboard
during the Capstone '05 excercise, which ended Tuesday at Iwakuni’s Penny Lake Field.

“We built a network wired here on the
ground and were on another network to
communicate with Okinawa by satellite.
They did the same thing down there that
we did here,” McEIroy said.

It was the first time McElroy set up a
communication link with a remote site
using a satellite.

“For the most part, the stuff I learned
was outside my MOS. I learned a pre
good bit about how we communicate with
satellites,” he said.

“It also gave me an opportunity to teach
what I know to some new guys,” he added,
“which gave me the chance to reinforce
what I know by teaching them.”

E-mail Greg Tyler at: tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil
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'y School’s Services for Children

Left: Second-graders from Sollars Elementary School sing holiday songs outside the main exchange at Misawa Air Base, Japan, on Thursday. Maestro Elise Henderson, a second-
grade teacher at the school, sald the students chose songs from different cultures. Righ

calendars annually to deliver to military commnders and units at Misawa Air Base, Japan.

Merriment at Misawa
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ulian Salazar hands Col. Corydon Doerr, 35th Dental Squadron commander, a holiday
Disabilities. Teacher Louise Warner and her class of 3- to 5-year-olds make about 100
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Correction

was 33.

A Friday item about a U.S. Army pilot being registered as a
Hiroshima atomic bomb victim should have said the total num-
ber of B-24 bombers on a mission to attack Japanese vessels

said Tuesday.

Osaka landing fee

Passengers using Osaka Airport in Japan will be
charged a special landing fee of 300
yen (82.87) per person starting in October, Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure and Transportation officials

The fee is to be used for anti-noise measures at

the airport, officials said.

The decision was based on a ministry review of

the alrport’s funcnons and in an effort to support an

airport, they said.

The ministry is considering including the fee in
prices when passengers buy tickets, officials said.

From staff reports
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BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

CLARK AIR BASE, Philip-
pines — In the span of a few days,
more than 600 Marines, sailors
and airmen from Okinawa and
the USS Fort McHenry from Sase-
bo Naval Base, Japan, were orga-
nized into a joint task force in the
vicinity of the Philippines to help
the nation carve itself out of a na-
tional crisis.

A succession of violent storms
and mudslides earlier this month
killed hundreds and left thou-
sands homeless or without suste-
nance

With roads and bridges out,
Philippine military and govern’
ment forces were stretched thin
trying to deliver aid. The United
States pledged its support, and
soon U.S. helicopters were flying
in aid to remote communities.

It was a vivid demonstration of
the U.S. military’s capability for
humanitarian aid in the Pacific re-
gion, one of the first of its kind, of-
ficials say.

The mission was accelerated
by the U.S. military’s familiarity
with working in the Philippines
and by the flexibility of the 3rd
Marine Expeditionary Brigade on
Okinawa, said the man leading
the task force.

“We were able to quickly ana-
Iyze this mission, quickly deploy
for the mission, quickly execute
and begin aid runs,” said Brig.
Gen. Kenneth J. Glueck, com-
mander of Joint Task Force 535
in the Philippines and the 3rd
MEB.

Through bilateral exercises

such as Balikatan, “we have basi-
cally rehearsed this several
times. The whole deployment, the
whole setup here at Clark, had
been done before,” he said.

The MEB itself is designed to
adapt to different missions, from
humanitarian help to full-scale
combat, he said. A core command
structure attaches whatever re-
sources are needed and available
to make the joint task force.

“When you begin to think and
plan for a mission like this you're
already thinking from a joint per-
spective: What capabilities are
we deficient in within the MEB
that we can draw from the other
services?” Glueck said.

Before the final approval came
through, an advance team of Ma-
rines hit the ground to prepare,
followed by helicopters from a
Military Sealift Command ship
that flew out initial aid.

When the Pentagon officially
pledged its support Dec. 7, the
ball was set in motion. The USS
Fort McHenry from Sasebo car-
ried in two heavy-lift Marine
CH-53 helicopters, while six
CH-46 helicopters flew in from
Okinawa.

Three Air Force HH-60 G Pave
Hawks came from Kadena Air
Base.

More than 600 servicemem-
bers came along or followed.

“It really did take a lot of parts
and integration to put it all togeth-
er,” said Col. John Shook, chief of
staff for the joint task force. “It's a
lot of moving pieces.”

In three days aid was flowing,
fueled by a common focus and

Above: A Marine CH-46E from Futenma Marine Corps Air Station, Okinawa, flies over the Phi
countryside Tuesday on its way to deliver relief supplies to help
pine girl walks in a flooded street Tuesday in Infanta, south of Manila, toward

storms. Left: A Phil

PHOTOS BY JIM SCHULZ/Stars and Stripes

pi
severe flooding from recent

a relief center where U.S. troops deliver supplies as part of their mission in the Philippis

‘We are definitely accomplishing our mission’

Marine, AF units prove flexibility as they work in tandem to aid Philippines

Capt. John Naveras, general’s aide for Joint Task Force 535, gives an early
Christmas present to a Philippine girl in Real. Capping off a week of relief

efforts in the P

ines, Marines and sailors with Task Force 535

handed out gifts from the Okinawan Marine Corps Toys for Tots program.

sense of urgency among the par-
ticipating units, he said.

Each day since arriving, the
task force has topped its own suc-
cess.

“We have consistently in-
creased the amount we have deliv-
ered on a daily basis,” he said. “I
think we are definitely accom-
plishing our mission.”

Joint cooperation

In the sea of Marine digital cam-
ouflage uniforms, a few dozen Air
Force cammies stand out.

Lt. Col Billy D. Thompson,
commander of the 33rd Rescue
Squadron from Kadena, brought
the assets of about 50 airmen

from four units to the mix to lead
the 33rd Expeditionary Rescue
Squadron under the task force.
With barely two days’ notice,
he assembled the expeditionary
squadron from the 33rd and 31st
Rescue Squadrons, the 718th Air-
craft Maintenance Squadron and
pararescue jumpers mostly from
the 320th Special Tactics Squad-

Desplte all coming from Okina-
wa, the Air Force and Marine per-
sonnel didn’t know each other.

“We don’t train together on a
regular basis to do humanitarian
assistance,” he said. “This has
worked out really well, on really
short notice. Everybody has their
role. Everybody stays in their
own lane.”

The Air Force role is conduct-
ing search and rescue in the
event an American aircraft goes
down, or as needed to assist Phil-
ippine forces. The Air Force Pave
Hawks, HH-60G helicopters, also
transport the task-force com-
mander as needed so Marine air-
craft aren’t diverted from their re-
lief missions, he said.

On the first day of their air oper-
ations, Air Force personnel evacu-
ated four injured Philippine na-
tionals and ferried in 500 pounds
of medical equipment and 600
pounds of water to one town.

“The benefit is obvious —
you're doing something impor-
tant,” Thompson said. “Especial-
ly when you go out there and see
the devastation. We're all happy
to be anywhere we can help.”

As the mission winds down, the
Jjoint task force has exceeded its
goals for delivering aid.

1t also sets an example for the
U.S. military’s potential dealing
with future regional humanitari-
an crises.

“It’s really one of those benefits
of a forward presence,” said
Shook, the task force chief of
staff. “Standing up task forces is
something Pacific Command rou-
tinely practices.”

“[ think it pretty much shows
how important it is for our nation
to maintain that capability in the
future,” Glueck added, “to be re-
sponsive to the needs of our al-
lies.”

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil
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Saddam has session wi

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Former dictator
Saddam Hussein met with a law-
yer Thursday for the first time
since his capture a year ago, offi-
cials said. Insurgents, meanwhile,
killed a government official in
Baghdad.

Saddam’s meeting in his cell
with a member of his legal team
came as the Iragi government is
gearing up to begin the trials of
some of Saddam’s top deputies
next week, ahead of the country’s
elections in January.

Saddam and the lawyer, an
Iraqi, met for four hours at the un-
disclosed location where the oust-
ed leader is being detained, said
Ziad al-Khasawneh, head of the
legal team hired by Saddam’s
wife.

“He was in good health and his
morale was high and
strong,” al-Khasawneh
speaking in Jordan. “He looked
much better that his earlier pub-
lic appearance when he ar-
raigned a few months ago.”

Al-Khasawneh would not identi-
fy the lawyer.

Interim Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi announced on Tuesday
that war crimes trials against
Iraq’s former Baath Party leaders
will begin next week. Saddam
won’t be among those to appear in
court, officials said.

Meanwhile, militants contin-
ued their campaign to derail the

th a lawyer

U.S. Marines in the back of a Humvee on Thursday join a patrol searching a partially occupied residential
neighborhood in Ramadi, Iraq. Iraqi militants in Ramadi say they shot and killed an Italian citizen.

vote by mounting a series of at-
tacks in Baghdad and elsewhere.

Unidentified gunmen shot and
killed Qassim Mehawi, deputy
head of the Communications Min-
istry, as he was heading to work,
police said. Eight of Mehawi’s
bodyguards were injured and hos-
pitalized.

In western Baghdad, a roadside
bomb exploded near a passing

SUV, badly damaging the vehicle,
police said. After the blast, gun-
men opened up on the survivors
with automatic fire, killing a for-
eigner and wounding two others,
Al-Khadra police commissioner
Ali Hussein Al-Hamadani said.

There was no immediate infor-
mation on their nationality.

In Ramadi, Iraqi militants told
journalists they shot dead an Ital-

ian citizen after he tried to break
through a highway guerrilla road-
block, purportedly killing one gun-
man in the process.

An Italian passport and Leba-
nese residency permit the gun-
men displayed identified the man
as Salvatore Santoro. A document

m the Italian Embassy in
Beirut seeking an Iraqi visa for
the man called him an aid worker
helping Iraqi children.

Alleged bin

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — A man identi-
fied as Osama bin Laden, speak-
ing on an audiotape posted on an
Islamic Web site Thursday,
praised an attack earlier this
month on a U.S. consulate in
Saudi Arabia and criticized the
Saudi regime as weak and con-
trolled by the United States.

The voice sounded like the
al-Qaida terror chief’s, and the
tape, which was more than an
hour, was posted on a site known
as a clearinghouse for militant Is-
lamic comment. The identity of
the voice, however, could not be
independently confirmed.

Laden tape praises consulate attack

The tape appeared the same
day another dissident had called
for anti-monarchy protests in the
kingdom.

In Washington, Secretary of
State Colin Powell said U.S. intelli-
gence officials were analyzing the
purported bin Laden tape, but “it
appears to be” the voice of the
al-Qaida leader.

When asked whether he
thought bin Laden was trying to
taunt the United States and Saudi
Arabia, Powell replied, “He’s a
terrorist. That's what terrorists
do. He’s a criminal, he’s a terror-
ist, he’s a murderer and we're
going to continue to hunt for him.

" He will be brought to justice.”
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The tape’s reference to the
Dec. 6 attack — in which five mili-
tants shot their way into the com-
pound of the U.S. Consulate in Jid-
dah, Saudi Arabia, Killing five
non-American  employees —
showed that it was made recently.
Four of the attackers were killed
and one was wounded in the con-
sulate attack.

“God bless our brothers who
stormed the American Consulate
in Jiddah” the speaker said.
“Those who were Killed of our
brothers, we ask God to accept
them as martyrs.” The attack was
claimed at the time by al-Qaida’s
branch in the kingdom.

Also Thursday on the same

Web site, an audiotape surfaced
that was purportedly a recording
of the sounds of the consulate at-
tack transmitted via the attack-
ers’ mobile phones. Sirens, ma-
chine gun fire and shouts of “God
is Great!” can be heard. At the
end, a man recites Quranic verses
and then says: “Humiliation for
America the infidel and its al-
lies!”

The speaker in the purported
bin Laden tape, speaking in calm
and even tones, accused Saudi rul-
ers of “violating God’s rules,” a
common theme of bin Laden, who
accuses Saudi rulers of being in-
sufficiently Islamic and too close
to the “infidel” United States.

U.S. deaths
inIraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,303 members of the U.S.
military have died since the
beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an
Associated ss count. At
least 1,019 died as a result of
hostile action, the Defense De-
partment said.

The figures include three
military civilians.

e AP count is five higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at
10 a.m. Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths. Italy has re-
ported 19; Poland, 13; Spain,
11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Esto-
nia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each. Denmark, El
Salvador, Hungary and
Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,165 U.S.
milif members have died,
according to AP’s count. That
includes at least 910 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

‘A Marine was killed Tues-
day in Anbar province.

W A soldier died Tuesday
from gunshot wounds sus-
tained during a convoy mis-
sion south of Baghdad.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Cpl. Michael D.
Anderson, 21,  Modesto,
Calif; Killed Tuesday in
Anbar province, Irag; as-
signed to 3rd Battalion, Sth

e Regiment, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expedition-
ary Force, Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Joshua
W. Dickinson, 25, of New Port
Richey, Fla; killed Sunday in
Anbar  province, Irag; as-
signed to 3rd Battalion, 1st Ma-
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Di-
vision, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Army Sgt. Tina S. Time,
22, Tucson, Ariz.; died Mon-
day in a vehicle accident near
Cedar, Iraq; assigned to the
Army Reserve’s 208th Trans-
portation Company, Tucson,

7.

Government fines First Command $12 million

Stars and Stripes

First Command Financial Services, one of the
best-known companies marketing financial products
to military families, agreed Wednesday to pay $12 mil-
lion to settle accusations that it used misleading infor-
‘mation to sell mutual funds to thousands of military of-
ficers over the last five years, the New Tork Times re-
ported Thursday.

A branch of the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion said that First Command exaggerated the track
record of its high-cost fund products — with fees that
ate up 50 percent of an investor’s first-year contribu-
tions — and the costs and
of cheaper investment alternatives, the paper report-

The company neither admitted nor denied the accu-
sations, but accepted the punishments, which includ-
ed a formal censure.

The company announced this month that it no long-
er would sell the products, called contractual plans or
systematic investment plans. Such plans require
them to pay the sales fees upfront.

Stephen M. Cutler, enforcement director of the
SEC, said First Command had “targeted members of
our armed forces” with sales pitches “that didn’t tell
the full story.”

The conduct raised special concerns, said Mary L.
Schapiro, the vice chairwoman of NASD because of

st Command’s use of affinity marketing techniques
to win the trust of its customers.

“You had former military personnel selling to cur-
rent military personnel for a brokerage firm con-
trolled by former military personnel,” Schapiro told
the Times. “That makes the omissions and misleading
statements all the more troubling.”
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Army PGS orders may
take drastic change

Officers may receive as little as 45 days’ notice
instead of the normal 120 to 180, officials say

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Some
Army officers and their families
may now have as little as 45 days’
notice to report to a new duty sta-
tion, according to service person-
nel officials.

The change is being driven by
the “near-term turbulence” of
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and
the Army’s simultaneous reorga-
nization, said Lt. Col. Kevin
Arata, a spokesman for the
Human Resources Command.

Traditionally, officers received
120 to 180 days’ notification for
permanent change of station, or
PCS, Arata said.

The system could affect about
51,000 active-duty Army officers
and 11,000 warrant officers be-
tween now and the end of fiscal
2005 in October, Arata said.

As was first reported by The
(Baltimore) Sun on Dec. 8, the Ar-
my’s Human Resources Com-
mand’s Officer Operations Divi-
sion started notifying the first
group of about 2,100 officers in
September that they would need
to PCS on short notice.

Two more groups will receive

similar _notifications in fiscal

, with the next letters start-

ing to go out the first week of Jan-
uary, Arata said.

As it became clear earlier this

In another effort to fully man
deployed units, leaders
have changed the status of offic-
ers working for Multi-National
Force headquarters billets in Iraq
and A istan to a one-year,

year that Iraq ‘would
Ccontinue until 2006 or longer,
Army leaders decided to change
the officer reassignment system,
which filled vacancies on a more
or less random basis, Arata said.

Instead, the leaders decided
that units that are deployed or
about to deploy would get priority
when it came to filling officer va-
cancies, Arata said.

-ause things come up in
units preparing for Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, Arata said, such a sys-
tem meant that officers destined
for the war units would probably
receive much less notice to PCS.

For example, a lieutenant may
break his leg during predeploy-
ment training, and as a result, his
replacement would need to move
quickly to take command of his
new platoon.

But because such last-minute
requirements rarely occur in
large numbers, “most officers
will continue to receive 120 and
180 days notice on pending PCS
moves,” Arata said.

permanent change of station sta-
tus, Arata said.

Until now, the Army used to de-
ploy individual officers to these
billets for a period of 179 days on
a Temporary Change of Station,
or TCS, basis.

The new policy will affect
about 433 officers — 395 commis-
sioned officers and 38 warrant of-
ficers, Arata said.

Army leaders decided to
change the TCS to a PCS order be-
cause it provides more continuity
for the headquarters staff, while
at the same time, the officer’s
home unit can request a replace-
ment for the slot opened by the

The Army does not allow such
replacement if a soldier is on TCS

rders
PCS orders also allows families
of the assigned officers to move to
adifferent location while the offic-
eris deployed if they so choose,
Arata sai

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessi@stripes.osd.mil

Rumsfeld to begin personally
signing all condolence letters

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld will
begin personally signing condo-
lence letters sent to families of
troops killed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, after receiving criticism
over his use of mechanical signa-
tures.

In a statement provided to
Stars and Stripes on Thursday,
Rumsfeld tacitly admitted that in
the past he has not personally
signed the letters, but said he was
responsible for writing and ap-
proving each of the 1,000-plus
messages sent to the fallen sol-
diers’ families.

“I have directed that in the fu-
ture I sign each letter,” he said in
the statement.

“I am deeply grateful for the
many letters I have received
from the families of those who
have been killed in the service of
our country, and I recognize and
honor their personal loss.”

In a separate statement, Penta-
gon spokesman Larry Di Rita
said, “In the interest of ensuring
timely contact with grieving fami-
Iy members, he has not individual-
ly signed each letter.”

Department of Defense offi-

cials for the past few weeks had
said only that the content of the
letters was private.

But several families of troops
killed overseas said they were
sure the notes they received had
not been signed by hand, and said
they were angry that Rumsfeld
was not paying attention to their
loss.

“To me it’s an insult, not only as
someone who lost a loved one but
also as someone who served in
Irag,” Army Spc. Ivan Medina
told Stripes.

“This doesn’t show our families
the respect they deserve,” said
Medina, a New York resident
whose twin brother, Irving, was
killed in a roadside bombing in
Iraq this summer.

Illinois resident Bette Sullivan,
whose son John was killed in No-
vember 2003 while working as an
Army mechanic in Iraq, was in-
censed when she, her son’s wife
and her grandchildren received
the exact same condolence letter
with the apparently stamped sig-
nature.

“If each family receives two
copies, how many signatures does
that amount to?” she asked in an
e-mail response to Stripes. “I can
understand the use of stamped

signatures for his brothers’ me-
mentos, but for those of his wife
and children and mother? No, no,
no.”

Retired Army Col. David Hack-
worth, an author and frequent
critic of the Department of De-
fense, publicly criticized Rums-
feld in a syndicated column earli-
er this month for not reviewing
each KIA letter personally.

He called the fake signatures
“like having it signed by a mon-
key.

“Usmg those machines is pret-
ty common, but it shouldn’t be in
cases of those who have died in ac-
tion,” he said. “How can [DOD of-
ficials] feel the emotional impact
of that loss if they’re not even look-
ing at the letters?”

Hackworth said he objected to
using the stamped signatures for
promotion and commendation let-
ters as well, but said not personal-
Iy handling the condolence letters
is a much more serious offense.

Family members had
pressed similar
Stripes about President Bush’s
signature on his condolence let-

Honoring Tillman

PHOTOS BY MIKE THEILER/Courtesy of the United Senvice Organizations
Comedian and actor Robin Williams, second from left, takes part in a
groundbreaking ceremony for a USO center named in honor of Pat
Tillman on Thursday at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan. Next to
Williams, from left, are NFL Hall of Famer John Elway, model Leeann
Tweeden, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Richard B. Myers and
USO President and CEO Ned Powell. The USO center will honor
Tillman, the former Arizona Cardinals safety who left the NFL to join

the Army Rangers and was killed in Afghanistan.

Tweeden throws a football into the crowd of troops gathered at the
main U.S. base at Bagram, north of Kabul, Afghanistan, on Thursday.
Tweeden joined Williams, Elway and Myers to bring a little holiday
cheer to U.S. forces.

ters, but Allen Abney,
for the president, said that Bush
does personally sign the letters
sent from the White House.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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In Iraq, video war is break

BY JOSH WHITE
The Washington Post

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq — “Die,
die, die!” shouted Pfc. Joe Girar-
din, rising suddenly to his feet, gri-
macing. He launched a grenade,
triumphantly throwing  fist into
the air. “Boom!”

This was the war scene in a
small trailer at this U.S. military
camp near Baghdad in the wee
hours of the morning last week-
end, amid empty Pringles tubes,
Pepsi cans, cigarette boxes and
the swirling tunes of Jimi Hendrix
and Metallica. The 29-inch color
screen burst with machine-gun
fire and rocket blasts, but the only
real victims were pride and lost
time.

Outside the trailer, in the chilly
desert darkness, the real war con-
tinued. Soldiers prepared for mis-
sions and patrols in armored Hum-
vees, shouldered their M-16s and
braced for the possibility of a car
bomb or an enemy assault. Mortar
rounds and explosions sent hollow
thuds echoing for miles.

The trailer was an escape for
the young soldiers. Girardin, 19, of
Long Island, N.Y., was glued to his
Army-issued television and the
video game images pulsing across
it. He was stalking Spe. Criss Sand-
ers, 21, of Miami, who seemed al-
ways to get the better of him —
and all other challengers this
night. Sanders grabbed a sniper

THE WASHINGTON POST/LATWP

Spc. Brian Schroeder, left, takes a break from playing music to look at a magazine with Pfc. Joe Girardin.
Pinups, but no pornography, decorate the trailer’s walls. Between guard duty and patrols, soldiers in Iraq
gather to crash fast cars, play volleyball with buxom women and wage virtual warfare.

rifle and hid. Within moments, Gi-
rardin’s character was lying in a
pool of blood, Sanders’ foil stand-
ing over him, continuing to pump
bullets into the dead body. Girar-
din punched his bed furiously as a

wry smile spread across Sanders’
face.

Like the teenagers and college
students across America who sit
on couches late on weekend nights
and into the next morning, these

soldiers spend their free hours on
the outskirts of the Iragi capital
killing one another in Xbox and
PlayStation2 games such as Halo
and Mortal Kombat. Between
guard duty and patrols and shifts

from real fight

at the dining facility, they gather
to crash fast cars, play volleyball
with buxom women and mimic
warfare.

It's a virtual reality that at least
temporarily hides the real war out-
side.

“I don’t like to leave the room, if
possible,” Girardin said, only par-
tially in jest. He spends his days in
a large tent as an administrator
with the headquarters company of
the 2nd Brigade, 10th Mountain Di-
vision.

The walls are papered with im-
ages of scantily clad women, a col-
lection of magazine pinups that in-
clude dozens of celebrities and su-
permodels from the pages of For
Him Magazine and Maxim. Be-
cause pornography is banned on
these deployments, it's all PG-13.

Pfc. David Usry, 25, of Tampa,
is Girardin’s roommate, a stocky
cook with a nearly shaved head
and the oldest member of this so-
cial club. Sitting on his bed, just a
few hours before having to go
back on duty, Usry smiles after
mutilating a foe in the game Mor-
tal Kombat.

Sitting next to him is Spc. Rob-
ert McKinney, 23, of Brooklyn,
N.Y., whose eyes go wide when he
shoots at an enemy in Halo. “Don’t
beg, don’t beg,” McKinney chimes
in. “Everyone gets to die.”

“We sort of zone out and know
we can sit here and kill each other,
and no one gets hurt,” McKinney
says. “Everyone comes out alive.”
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Poll: Most Japanese want U.S. forces reduced

Citizens of both nations express faith in Japan-U.S. Security Treaty

The Yomiuri Shimbun

TOKYO — Recent polls showed that
while both Japanese and Americans
thought the two countries’ security ar-
rangements were strong, there was
marked disagreement over how many U.S.
troops should remain in Japan. A slightly
growing number of Japanese want the
troops reduced or sent home while a major-
ity of Americans want them to stay.

The joint Yomiuri Shimbun-Gallup sur-
vey showed that about half the Japanese
population does not trust the United States
and more than 60 percent of U.S. citizens
feel the United States is not well liked over-
seas.

The survey’s release highlights the
changing public opinion in Japan and the
United States following the re-election of
President Bush.

Concerning the Japan-U.S. Security
Treaty in the Asia-Pacific region, 64 per-
cent of the respondents in Japan and 75
percent in the United States agreed it was
effective, indicating that the strong founda-
tions of the treaty have withstood the test
of time.

The figure for Japanese respondents
rose eight percentage points, while the fig-
ure for American respondents fell two
points from last year.

The polls showed a sizeable gap in U.S.

and Japanese opinions over the size of U.S.
forces that should be stationed in Japan
under the bilateral security alliance.

In Japan, 42 percent said the size of U.S.
forces in the nation should be reduced, ac-
counting for the largest percentage of re-
spondents for the third consecutive year.

Thirty-eight percent of Japanese respon-
dents called for the current size to be main-

tained,  while
12 percent said
all U.S. forces
should  with-
draw  from
Japan, and 2
percent  said

the size should be increased.

Compared with last year’s results, the
number calling for a reduction increased a
percentage point, while that for respon-
dents calling for a complete withdrawal
rose three points.

In the United States, 59 percent said the
number should be maintained and account-
ed for the largest percentage of the re-
sponses to this question for the fifth consec-
utive year, but that number also declined
from the previous year’s total for the third
time in a row.

Twenty percent said the number of forc-
es should be reduced.

On seeing the survey results, a senior

53 percent of Japanese
respondents said they do not
trust the United States.

Japanese Foreign Ministry official said, “I
think the basis of Japanese people’s trust
in the United States has not faltered.”

“But the results might have been affect-
ed by views of the United States that
soured due to President Bush’s stance on
unilateralism,” the official said.

In this year’s survey, respondents from
the two nations differed greatly on wheth-
er they trusted
the other coun-

try.

In the United
States, 67 per-
cent said they
trusted  Japan
and only 29 percent said they did not.

But in Japan, the number of respondents
who said they did not trust the United
States rose eight points from the previous
year to 53 percent, much higher than the
38 percent who said they did trust the Unit-
ed States.

Since 2000, the only other time those
who said they did not trust the United
States registered a majority was last year
at 45 percent, and 41 percent said they did
trust the other country.

In this year’s survey, the gap had more
than tripled.

ical analysis shows that young-
er Japanese respondents were more likely

to express distrust in the United States.
According to the survey, 75 percent of
Japanese said they were more or less dis-
satisfied with the US.-led Iraq’s recon-
struction and the safety level in the coun-

try.

Onl 13 percent said they were more or

less s‘ausﬁed with U.S. policy in Iraq.

mong those who said they were not sat-
isfied, 61 percent said they did not trust the
United States.

In the United States, the numbers of
those who were satisfied or not with the
country’s policy on Iraq were much closer,
with 52 percent saying they were satisfied
dnd 47 percent saying otherwise.

id-
ered necessary action to _ensure
smooth-running reconstruction efforts in
Iraq, 89 percent of U.S. respondents said
securing people’s safety should be top pri-

ority.

But only 27 percent in Japan chose the
same answer.

In addition, 61 percent of Japanese re-
spondents answered no when asked wheth-
er they hold a favorable feeling toward
Bush since his reelection, while 30 percent
said yes.

Among those who said no, 71 percent
said they did not trust the United States.

In the United States, 60 percent saw
Bush favorably, whereas 39 percent said
they did not.

Suspects
arrested in
Philippine
bombing

BY TERESA CEROJANO
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Five suspects in a
‘bombing lhat kllled at least 14 people at a
southern Philippine market have been arrest-
ed with explosives in their possession, military
officials said Thursday.

Military spokesman Lt. Col. Buenaventura
Pascual said two women and three men were
apprehended Wednesday in General Santos,
‘where Sunday’s bombing also wounded 70.

Authorities recovered from them a mortar, a
blasting cap, a hand grenade, electrical wire,
C-4 plastic explosives and a pack of an un-
known white powder, the officials said.

ol. Alfredo Cayton, the area brigade com-
mander, said one of the suspects was identified
by a witness as a bomber.

He refused to elaborate, and it wasn’t imme-
diately clear if the suspects belong to any ter-
rorist organization. He said authoriti
solid lead” and that divulging detd 3
compromise our ongoing operation.”

National police chief Edgar Aglipay said in-
vestigators were looking into the possibility

Japan likely to impose
sanctions on N. Korea

that a dispute between two groups i
over a market stall may have led to the bomb-
ing, but the involvement of militant groups
hasn’t been discounte

“We are following all leads mcludmg the
business rivalry [angle],” Cayton said.
though we have the suspects, we are interrogat-
ing them to determine the actual motive.”

The investigation in General Santos, about
620 miles south of Manila, is also being helped
by Australian police, said senior police inspec-
tor Maximo Sebastian.

KOREA NEWS SERVICE/AP

In this undated photo released by the Korea News
Service in Tokyo Wednesday, North Korean leader Kim
Jong ll, center, inspects the construction site of a
power plant in North Korea. North Korea warned
Wednesday it would treat a decision by Japan to place
economic sanctions on the communist state as a decla-
ration of war and take appropriate action in response.
Others are unidentified.

BY MARI YAMAGUCHI
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan will likely
impose sanctions on North
Korea for refusing to fully ac-
count for Japanese citizens it kid-
napped decades ago despite Py-
ongyang’s declaration that it
would view such retaliation as
an act of war, the foreign minis-
ter said Thursday.

Ruling party lawmakers have
threatened sanctions after tests
last week on remains Pyongyang
claimed belonged to a Japanese
girl kidnapped by North Korean
agents in 1977 showed that they
were someone else’s.

North Korea accused Tokyo of
doctoring the DNA analysis on
the remains, and said Wednes-
day it would consider economic
sanctions by Japan “a declara-
tion of war.”

“There is no doubt [economic
sanction] is one likely option at
some point,” Japanese Foreign
Minister Nobutaka Machimura
said.

“But we have to think careful-
ly whether to use it immediately
or not.”

He did not specify when Japan
would impose sanctions or what
the penalties would be.

A ruling party panel has sug-
gested the government adopt
sanctions that vary in severity de-
pending on how the North re-
sponds to Tokyo’s demands for
information about Japanese kid-
nap victims.

The proposals include freez-
ing trade between the two coun-

tries and banning North Korean
ships from Japanese ports.

Machimura said the govern-
ment will continue to seek North
Korea’s “sincere” response to
the abduction issue and down-
played the threat of war should
Japan impose economic penal-
ties on the communist country.

“There is no such formula say-
ing sanctions equal war,” he
said, adding that the United
States was not at war with the
North despite maintaining sanc-
tions against it.

He said Japan would explain
its position to China and other
countries concerned that sanc-
tions might complicate efforts to
persuade the North to resume
six-nation talks on dismantling
its nuclear weapons program.

North Korea admitted kidnap-
ping 13 Japanese citizens to train
spies and allowed five of them to
return to Japan in 2002.

Pyongyang said the other
eight were dead but has offered
no convincing proof of the
deaths, and many in Japan sus-
pect some of the victims may
still be alive.

The North handed over two
sets of human remains to a Japa-
nese delegation last month as
proof that Megumi Yokota and
another kidnapping victim were
dead. Tests, however, showed
that the remains belonged to
other, unidentified people.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Hiroyuki Hosoda said
Thursday that Tokyo would sub-
‘mit evidence from its DNA analy-
sis of the remains to Pyongyang
next week.
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Hotels in
Indonesia
tighten
security

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Hilton
hotels in Indonesia tightened se-
curity Thursday at their three
properties after authorities or-
dered a nationwide security crack-
down following warnings from for-
eign governments that terrorists
were preparing to launch attacks
against Western targets.

Australia’s warning was unusu-
ally specific, saying it had “credi-
ble information” that terrorists
could be targeting the Hilton
Hotel chain in the country. The
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Indonesia police officers take guard Wednesday during security checks
at the entrance of the Jakarta Hilton Hotel in Indonesia. Five foreign
governments issued warnings, saying terrorists are ready to carry out
attacks against Western targets.

United  States, Britain, New
Zealand and Japan also issued
warnings but did not mention spe-
cific targets.

At the Hilton in Jakarta, police
armed with automatic weapons
stood guard next to Christmas
trees hung with tinsel, searching
bags and checking cars. Hotel offi-
cials said they had not seen a mass
exodus of guests, but that some
groups had canceled functions.

Suspected al-Qaida-linked mili-
tants have launched three bloody
bombings on Western targets in
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CAREER OPPORTUNI
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the world’s most populous Muslim
nation in the past three years.

Despite scores of arrests, local
police and foreign governments
have repeatedly warned more at-
tacks were likely. Several coun-
tries warn their citizens not to trav-
el to the country at all.

“We are doing our utmost to in-
crease our vigilance,” said Jakarta
police spokesman Ciptono, who
goes by a single name. “In light of
the threat, the national police
chief has ordered the Christmas
and New Year’s security opera-
tion, which was supposed to start
Saturday, to begin immediately.”
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Afghan special police
seize 15 tons of opium

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A spe-
cial anti-narcotics task force has
raided drug laboratories in east-
ern Afghanistan, seizing more
than 15 tons of opium as part of
President Hamid Karzai’s crack-
down on what he calls the coun-
try’s biggest threat, officials said
Thursday.

That amount of opium, one of
the largest confiscations in recent
years, could have been refined
into about 1Y% tons of heroin. U.N.
surveys estimate Afghanistan ac-
counted for three-quarters of the
world’s opium last year.

The raids took place Wednes-
day in Nangarhar province's
Achin district, an Interior Minis-
try statement said, adding that Af-
ghan Special Narcotics Force
agents also destroyed 24 opium
presses that are used to refine the
drug. They also seized three tons
of chemicals used to process
opium into heroin and five AK-47
assault rifles.

But no arrests were made as the
labs' operators apparently fled
just before the operation began.

“This is a legitimate action ... to
destroy the drug economy in Af-
ghanistan,” Interior Minister Ali
Jalali said. “This operation is a
proven example for other growers

or traffickers that from now on,

e government of Afghanistan is
committed to destroying the drug
economy.”

Another bust last week yielded
nearly mn tons of opium.

Karzai said in his Dec. 6 inaugu-
ral address that the country’s
booming drug economy — estimat-
ed to account for 60 percent of
gross domestic product — will be
the top priority in his fresh
five-year term. He said it is linked
to terrorism and called it a bigger
threat than the Taliban and
al-Qaida insurgents who mount al-
most daily attacks in the country-

side.

The United Nations has warned
that the exploding narcotics indus-
try s turning the impoverished
country into a “narco-state.”

“Without substantial progress
in addressing the sources of inse-
curity, reconstruction efforts and
the establishment of viable state
institutions will continue to falter,
and the economy may well be sub-
sumed by the illicit drugs indus-
try,” UN. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said earlier this month

Afghan and British officials pre-
paring a crackdown on Afghani-
stan’s booming illegal narcotics in-
dustry have begun training a legal
task force for special courts they
hope will begin jailing heroin and
opium kingpins within months.

U.S. helo crashes in Afghanistan; no casualties

KABUL, Afghanistan — A U.S. military helicopter crashed Thurs-
day in northwestern Afghanistan, injuring both pilots, who were then
evacuated, a coalition statement said.

“This crash was not the result of any hostile action, and, according to
the pilots, there was no fire reported from the ground,” the statement
said. “The crash site was secured immediately, and there were no
enemy forces reported in the area.”

The pilots’ injuries were “non life-threatening,” it added.

The Army OH-58 Kiowa helicopter went down just north of Shin-
dand in Herat province. An investigation will be conducted to deter-
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mine the cause of the crash.
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Castro loyalists love to hate James Cason

BY TRACEY EATON
The Dallas Morning News

HAVANA — He’s Public Enemy No. 1 in
Cuba and relishes the role.

James Cason, America’s top diplomat in
Havana, got right to work after arriving two
years ago. He journeyed across the island,
‘meeting with political dissidents and other
supposed “subversives.” He urged them to
fight for democracy and handed out tens of
thousands of books and shortwave radios.

Cuban authorities reacted quickly, jailing
75 dissidents and journalists and banning
Cason’s countryside jaunts. But that hasn’t
ended the U.S. official’s crusade.

More than 4,000 Cubans visit Cason’s Ha-
vana headquarters every month. They get
free Internet access. They pick up books
and pro-democracy literature. And they sit
glued to cable television, which is unavail-
able to most of Cuba’s 11 million inhabit-
ants.

“We used to have an outreach program.
Now we have an inreach program,” Cason
said in an interview. Cuban authorities
“would love to stop it. But they can’t.”

icardo Alarcon, president of Cuba’s Na-
tional Assembly, isn’t amused. He accuses
the Bush administration of interfering with
the country’s internal affairs and violating
international law. And he calls Cason a
“fourth-rate” bureaucrat.

Cason, expected to remain in Cuba for
one more year, said he doesn’t mind such
talk. Sitting outside his sprawling $35 mil-
lion ambassador’s residence in Havana, he
pulled a black badge from his shirt pocket.
It was an Army corporal’s pin.

“I'm going to wear this until the day I
leave Cuba,” Cason said. “I may be just a
corporal, but P'm proud of it. 'm closer to
the ground, closer to the people.”

Alarcon, he adds, is the true bureaucrat.
He leads Cuba’s national assembly, which
meets only two times a year and has not
voted against any government initiatives

But after Castro fades from the scene,
Cuban leaders who care nothing about so-
cialism are going to emerge, Cason said.

“There are reformists out there. And
when the opportunity comes, they'll
flip-flop and say, ‘TI've been a democrat for
all my life. ”

Expected to succeed Castro is his broth-

since the begin- er, Raul Castro,
pingof theresols &k This is a one-man show. This ;‘;‘%mgfmcr‘y"’“
Conead Ly s Fidel Anybody who el R
lcl:ﬁﬂ lﬁl;rc% I thinks he’s going to be a erssee l&';'ﬁ{ﬁiﬁ

ran.” Scorpion.
wonder why the

democrat is nuts. This

Castro and open
to economic re-

Cubans don'tlike ~ guy’s not going to change.9¥  forms.

me,” he said. But if the
He paused for 73-year-old Raul

a moment, sip- James Cason dies first, that

ping a rum-laced could lessen the

‘mojito, Cuba’s na-
tional drink. Cuba’s government, he said, is
a crumbling, bankrupt regime. No one
knows when it will fall, but it's going to be
sometime soon and it is inevitable, he said.

“We know there’s going to be a transition
and we know it's not going to be much long-
er.

Key to the country’s future is President
Fidel Castro, who shattered his knee and
broke his arm when he fell in October. Little
will change in Cuba while the 78-year-old
leader is alive, the American diplomat con-
tends.

“This is a one-man show. This is Fidel.
Anybody who thinks he’s going to be a demo-
crat is nuts. This guy’s not going to change.”

America’s top diplomat in Havana

of
smooth, peaceful transition to democracy,
Cason said.

Bush administration officials have said
that if asked, they will give massive econom-
ic and material aid to a future democratic
government in Cuba.

Officials in Cuba aren’t convinced. They
say they don’t trust Americans and believe
the United States would invade the country
if given the chance.

This month, Cuban officials are holding
military exercises aimed at showing the
United States that their guerrilla war strate-
gy will defeat any invader.

“The Americans should watch closely so
that they do not commit the same mistakes

they made in Vietnam and are now making
in Iraq,” Raul Castro told reporters this
month.

Cason said Cubans don’t have to worry.

“We have no plans to invade. Our policy
is clear and transparent. We want a rapid
and peaceful transition.”

e said Cuban officials warn of an immi-
nent American attack to distract Cubans
from the country’s dismal economy.

The country has struggled since the
former Soviet Union cut off $5.8 billion in
annual cash and subsidies to Cuba more
than a decade ago.

Short on cash, Castro banned the circula-
tion of dollars in November and asked that
Cubans exchange their greenbacks for
Cuban pesos.

Cason estimates that ordinary Cubans
had as much as $2 billion “stashed under
the mattress” and that the new measures
took $400 million to $700 million out of cir-
culation.

Those who didn’t exchange their money
have no confidence in the Cuban peso, how-
ever, and believe it will be worthless in the
post-Castro era, Cason said.

“The only way il be a hard currency is if
it gets a huge dose of Viagra,” he said.
Cuban officials have “no silver bullets out
there to get their economy going.”

Castro loyalists call those words offensive
and msumng

Cason “is the personification of Bush in
Cuba. Cason is — pardon the word — a
beast. A tank of war. He’s not a diplomat,”
said Lisandro Otero, a Cuban writer and in-
tellectual who won the country’s national lit-
erature prize in 2002.

Tracking device bill

PARIS — French lawmak-
ers on Thursday adopted a pro-
posal to make repeat sex of-
fenders wear electronic brace-
lets that will allow authorities
to track their movements once
they leave jail.

Such tracking devices have
been authorized in France
since 1997 as an alternative to
incarceration and a way to
fight overcrowding in prisons.
However, the bill — likely to
get an easy ride in the Senate
—is aimed at keeping track of
those who have already served
prison terms.

Opposition  Socialists op-
posed the measure, and skepti-
cal centrists also refused to ap-
prove it. Only the governing
conservatives, the Union for a
Popular Movement, voted for
the measure. The party has a
strong majority in both houses.

Socialist lawmaker Chris-
tophe Caresche said he saw a
“big brother” in the legisla-
tion.

The electronic tether, worn
on the wrist and ankle, would
be reserved for sex offenders
who have served five to 10
years in prison, based on the
decision of a special court. The
movement of the person in
question would be traced
through a Global Positioning
System.

“This is the end of the right
to forget,” said the Union of
Lawyers of France, opposed to
the measure.

Justice Minister Dominique
Perben, arguing in favor of the
bill, said that France is obliged
to take such a step to save po-
tential victims of sex crimes.

From The Associated Press

Bethlehem’s Paradise Hotel opens
doors for first Christmas since 2000

BY RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MASTI
The Associated Press

BETHLEHEM, West Bank —
The floors are polished, a Christ-
mas tree glitters near the bar and
the dining room is ready for hun-
dreds of guests: The luxury Para-
dise Hotel is open for business for
the first time since the latest Pales-
tinian uprising erupted in 2000.

Bethlehem’s  flagship  hotel,
where Israeli and Palestinian dig-
nitaries mingled at Christmas
galas in the 1980s, mirrors the ups
and downs of the conflict, from
shaky coexistence to destruction
and now the struggle to rebuild.

The $1 million restoration of the
hotel, and a swell of Christmas
cheer in Jesus’ traditional birth-
place, are another sign of the new
sense of optimism that is pervad-
ing the Middle East after Yasser
Arafat’s death Nov. 11.

Throughout Bethlehem, most of
the major hotels say occupancy is
up 10 percent to 20 percent over
last year, when violence was still
raging. Room prices are reason-
able, at about $40 a night includ-
ing breakfast, and some of lhe ho-
tels are also planning parti

However, Bethlehem is stlll far
from the glory days before the Pal-
estinian uprising, when thousands
of pilgrims celebrated in colorful-
ly decorated Manger Square out-
side the Church of the Nativity,
built on the grotto where tradition
says Jesus was born.

Tourists are still relatively
sparse and hotels have plenty of
vacancies. The 25-foot-high con-
crete slabs that make up Israel’s

AP

A huge inflatable Santa Claus decorates a gift shop near the Church of

Nativity, tradi
Bank town of

nally helleved to be the birthplace of lesus, in the West

Christ-

mas tree and decorations will adorn the city's Manger Square.

West Bank barrier have effective-
ly cut Bethlehem in half, forcing
thousands to take long detours to
reach the center of town.

A year ago, the six-story Para-
dise was still a bleak concrete skel-
eton after it was hit by Israeli tank
shells and caught fire during a bat-
tle between Palestinian gunmen
and Israeli soldiers.

In recent months, the owners
have renovated the ground level
and the top floor, completing 75
rooms.

Honey-colored Jerusalem stone
covers the facades, green window

bars glimmer in the winter sun,
and spotless automatic doors open
to an airy, marble lobby. Wicker
chairs covered with paisley cush-
ions adorn the lobby.

Last month, the hotel hosted
guests for lhe first time in four
years. “It was like a dream. I
hever thought that we would have
groups again,” said co-owner
George Abu Aita.

Thirty percent of the rooms are
booked for Christmas, Abu Aita
said, and reservations have also
come in for next year, through Oc-
tober.

Tourism in Israel and the Pales-
tinian areas was badly hurt by the
fighting, but began to pick up in
2004. Some 100,000 visitors came
to Bethlehem for day trips be-
tween January and November, up
50 percent from the year before.

If the situation continues to im-
prove, Abu Aita plans to invest an
additional $300,000 to renovate the
hotel’s_other four floors, where
dust still covers beds stacked in the
corridors and ruined mattresses
are strewn across the broken tiles.

For the first time in four years,
Abu Aita is busy preparing a
Christmas party, where he will
serve 15 turkeys to more than 200
guests. The hotel’s Christmas tree
is decorated with red ribbons,
balls and apples.

“Two years ago during Christ-
mas and New Year’s, there was a
curfew so we had to stay at home
all the time. Last year, Christmas
was very quiet; we stayed at
home. This year we have the
hotel and we will try to do our
best to be happy,” Abu Aita said.
“Now, the time i right.”

The past four years posters of
Arafat outnumbered ~Christmas
decorations in Manger Square.
This year, just a few ripped posters
of the late leader remain.

At the Jumana gift shop, down
the street from the Paradise, an
enormous inflatable plastic Santa
greets passers-by.

“The last four years it was very
difficult for all the people here, in
all the West Bank, in Jerusalem
and every place,” said store em-
ployee Raghda Wahbeh. “We are

ecting this year to be much bet-
ter than the years before.”
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FSB chief:

BY VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Spies from the United
States, China and North Korea are the most
active among foreign agents trying to steal
Russia’s secrets, Russia’s top spy said
Wednesday.

Nikolai Patrushev, the head of the Feder-
al Security Service, known by its Russian ac-
ronym FSB, said that his agency had ex-
posed 18 foreign intelligence officers this
year and caught six red-handed, according

U.S. spies

to the Interfax and ITAR-Tass news agen-

es.

He did not indicate the nationalities of the
alleged spies.

Patrushev said that the FSB — the chief
of the successor agency to the KGB — had
this year also exposed 89 other alleged
agents of foreign intelligence services. Thir-
teen Russian citizens have been convicted
of divulging state secrets, he said.

“Active intelligence operations by a num-
ber of foreign intelligence services are pos-
ing a real and serious threat to our national

very active in Russia

interests and state security,” Patrushev said
during a meeting with top Russian media ex-
ecutives.

He singled out intelligence services of the
United States, China and North Korea as
being the most active, the Interfax reported.

Several Russian citizens have been con-
victed of spying for the United States in re-
cent years.

Patrushev said his agency had also avert-
ed more than 200 terror attacks in Russia
this year. He said an FSB list of people who
pose the most serious threat to Russia’s se-

curity was topped by Chechen warlord
Shamil Basayev and rebel leader Aslan
Maskhadov.

Basayev has claimed responsibility for
September’s seizure of the school in Beslan
and other recent terror attacks in Russia
this year that together have killed more
than 440 people. Maskhadov is a former
president of Chechnya.

Patrushev also said that about 10 emissar-
ies of the al-Qaida terror network are cur-
rently in the North Caucasus region, which
includes Chechnya, and his agency was
working to “neutralize” them.

Panda food shortage

BEIJING — Giant pandas in
southern China face possible star-
vation as a type of bamboo they
feed on becomes inedible as it
blooms — an event that occurs
only once every 60 years.

Some 19 giant wild pandas liv-
ing in the Piankou Nature Re-
serve already have had their food
supply reduced by 20 to 25 per-
cent since arrow bamboo began
flowering, the official Xinhua
News Agency said Thursday.

The bamboo typically blossoms
every 60 years, taking about a de-
cade to complete the process, the
report said. It did not say when
the latest cycle began.

“The consequence of the arrow
bamboo blossoming is very seri-
ous,” Li Zuobin, a wildlife special-
ist, was quoted as saying.

It would probably force the pan-
das to adapt to other kinds of bam-
boo, Xinhua said, citing Zhang
Heping, director of the Wolong
Nature Reserve, another panda
habitat in China’s southwestern
Sichuan province.

“In the process, the strong
giant pandas will live on; the
weak ones will die,” he said.

There have so far been no ill-
nesses among the Piankou panda
population due to the food short-
age in the 1,448-square mile re-
serve.

Officials plan to move the ani-
mals to new habitats if bamboo
supplies get dangerously low, Xin-
hua said.

China says it had more than
1,750 giant pandas in the wild at
the end of 2003, including 161
raised in captivity.

From The Associated Press

No remorse: Slasher quickly put to death

Desire to die left no room for human rights groups to protest Japan’s secretive executions

BY ERIC TALMADGE
The Associated Press

OSAKA, Japan — Mamoru Ta-
kuma’s wife had heard executions
happened only when Parliament
was in recess, and rumor had it
the justice minister was planning
to resign in the next week or two,
another bad sign.

But the voice on the intercom
caught her off guard.

It was midmorning. She had
been doing some research on the
Internet for a lawsuit her husband
was working on. It was a compli-
cated matter and she was plan-
ning to visit him in prison that af-
ternoon to brief him on what she
had learned in the week since
they last met.

The prison official was business-

like,  even

curt.

“Your hus-
died
well,”  he

s00n
as he opened
his mouth, 1
fell to the
ground and
covered my
ears,”  she
Takuma said. “I
never expect-
ed our time together to be so
short.
By any measure, Mamoru Taku-
ma was a vicious murderer.
On June 8, 2001, he burst into
'y school on the out-

il

Education
Focus

In Sunday
Scene,
this Sunday

skirts of this western Japan city
and began slashing the terrified
children around him. Eight died.
Takuma had no particular connec-
tion to any of his victims. He sim-
ply wanted to die, and to take oth-
ers with him. He saw killing chil-
dren as the best means to that end
— knowing that the crime would
ensure he was hanged.

Death-row inmates in Japan
can languish in prison for de-
cades, but Takuma made no ap-
peal, offered no apologies and de-
manded he be put to death imme-
diately.

His strident attitude pushed
both advocates and opponents of
capital punishment into a corner.
Supporters feared the more he de-
manded death, the more the gov-
ernment would appear to be mere-
ly acting as his tool. So, with
record speed, Japan’s most notori-
ous killer got his wish.

Japan and the United States are
the only advanced industrialized
countries that retain the death

Nobuto Hosaka, an opposition party member, shows drawings of the
death chamber on Nov. 30 in Tokyo. Opponents of the death penalty in
d A,

Japan, inclu

claim the capital

ty
system is rife with human rights violations.

penalty. But they are vastly differ-
ent.

In Japan, with much less vio-
lent crime to begin with, death is a
rare sentence. There are current-
ly 62 condemned prisoners here,
and only two have been executed
this year. In the United States,
3,374 prisoners were on death
row as of the end of last year and
65 were executed.

‘What also separates the two is
the thick wall of secrecy hiding
the Japanese system.

Death row inmates are careful-
ly isolated from the general pris-
on population.

To avoid political debate, execu-
tions are not carried out when Par-
liament is in session and are
timed to coincide with the depar-
ture of the justice minister who is-

sued the execution order. Daizo
Nozawa, for example, was re-
placed in a Cabinet reshuffle 10
days after Takuma was hanged.

The fact of execution is kept se-
cret from even the prisoner until
about an hour beforehand, and
there are no last-minute appeals,
no final good-byes. Officials
refuse to confirm to the media the
names of those hanged. The infor-
‘mation has to come from the fami-
lies or lawyers.

She married him in prison, and
when word got out, she was del-
uged by hate mail and threats. Al-
though these have subsided, she
still insists on being identified
only as Mrs. Takuma, even
though she never adopted her hus-
band’s name legally. A three-hour

interview in her lawyer’s office
was her first since the hanging.
She wasn't an activist for or
against the death penalty, she
said, but, like most of Japan, had
followed Takuma’s trial on the
news and was bewildered by his

elty.

She decided she wanted to get
to know him.

She wed Takuma primarily be-
cause under prison rules that was
the only way they could meet
face-to-face. She took care of the
paperwork and the two were mar-
ried last December. They met for
the first time on Jan. 13.

“My first feeling was simply
fear,” she said. “He was a murder-
er. Oﬂen he would just talk non-
sense.”

She said he was like a child who
obstinately refuses to apologize
just to spite the adults around
him. She had hoped that, in time,
she could change that, to make
him feel that someone cared for
him and thus arouse in him feel-
ings of compassion for others. She
never did.

Opponents of the death penalty
in Japan — including Amnesty In-
ternational, which protested Taku-
ma’s execution as too hasty —
claim the capital punishment sys-
tem is rife with human rights vio-
lations.

“The protection of human
rights in Japanese prisons in gen-
eral has deteriorated severely,”
said opposition party member
Nobuto Hosaka, who led a group
of Parliament members on an in-
spection of the gallows at Tokyo's
prison last summer, the first al-
lowed since the 1970s. “It’s a hid-
den world.”

Still, polls indicate most Japa-
nese support the status quo. And
Takuma, 40 at the time of his
death, was no poster boy for the
abolition movement.

Takuma had done time for sexu-
al assault. He was a high-school
dropout and had trouble keeping
ajob. One of his four former spous-
es accused him of stalking her.
His mother was institutionalized,
his brother had killed himself
long before the murders, and his
father had disowned him already
before the murders.

But, most of all, Takuma
showed no remorse.

After his execution, Mrs. Taku-
ma tried to apologize to the fami-
lies of his victims. They refused to
meet

“When he died he was unrepen-
tant,” she said. “But maybe in five
years, or 10 I wish I had had
more tim
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IN THE STATES

Time to overhaul Social Security, Bush says

BY LEIGH STROPE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush said
Thursday that “now is the time to confront
Social Security” to deal with a projected
$3.7 trillion, 75-year shortfall and give
younger workers the ability to invest some
of their contributions into personal ac-
counts.

Bush also promised to send Congress “a
tough budget” early next year to hold the
line on federal spending. “If the deficit is
an issue, which it is, it's going to require
some tough choices on the spending side,”
the president told a White House economic
conference.

The president credited his tax-cutting

policies with reviving the economy. Bush
said his strategy will be “to grow the econo-
my with reasonable tax policy but to make
sure the deficit is dealt with by being wise
about how we spend money.”

“It’s not going to be easy,” Bush said. “It
turns out [congressional] appropriators
take their title seriously.”

Bush said that dealing with Social Securi-
ty would be a top priority. All participants
on Thursday’s panel, including financial
service firm officials, supported Bush’s So-
cial Security plans.

AFL-CIO President John Sweeney said
Wall Street’s support for partial privatiza-
tion was a conflict of interest, calling it “a
risky scheme for America, but a sure bet
for the financial services industry.”

Sweeney urged the Securities Industry
Association to disavow Bush’s planned
overhaul. “Will the financial services indus-
try behave as professionals with a duty to
speak candidly to the investing public, or
will elements of the industry once again
seek to make money at the expense of their
customers, only this time on a much grand-
er scale?” Sweeney asked in a letter.

Bush was not specific about his own
ideas for solving the problem, but laid out a
few do-or-die principles.

He said that for an undefined group of se-
niors “nothing will change” in their benefit
structure, that there should be no increase
in payroll taxes and that younger workers
should be moved toward private accounts
for some portion of their Social Security
contributions.

The audience chuckled as Bush
wrapped up his list of requirements by add-
ing, “With those principles in mind, I'm
open-minded with the members of ‘Con-
gress.”

Bush said there are more Americans
who have no confidence they will ever see
any Social Security benefits than people
who are worried their current checks will
stop coming.

“I think Congress needs to understand
that,” he said.

Democrats say supporters of personal ac-
counts are exaggerating Social Security’s
fundmg problem.

n 2018, the system starts paying out
more in benefits than it collects in taxes. In
2042, the system will be able to cover 73
percent of promised benefits, according to
Social Security’s trustees.

BY WAYNE PARRY
The Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — Baggage
screeners at Newark Liberty
International Airport spotted
— and then lost — a fake bomb
planted in luggage by a supervi-
sor during a training exercise.
Despite an hourslong search
Tuesday night, the bag, contain-
ing a fake bomb complete with
wires, a detonator and a clock,
made it onto an Amster-
dam-bound flight. It was recov-

Newark airport
screeners lose
fake bomb in test

wrote to TSA chief David
Stone, calling the fake bomb
loss “alarming” and asking for
an investigation.

The Newark incident was
only the latest embarrassment
for screeners at one of the air-
ports from which some of the
Sept. 11, 2001, hijackers took

ff.

off.

In October, The Star-Ledger
of Newark reported screeners
missed 1 in 4 fake explosives
and weapons in secret weekly
tests conducted throughout the

Secretary of
State Colin
Powell, right,
speaks to the
media with U.N.
Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan
after the two met
Thursday in
Washington.

AP

Annan, Powell discuss Iraq vote

ered by Dutch airport security
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the flight land-
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ed. &k This really
“This really

bag pose a threat and at no

time was anyone in danger.”
Earlier this month, French

authorities lost a bag contain-

by TSA agents.
In Tuesday

night’s test, a

TSA supervi-
secretly
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Davis, a exercises. At no ;fx, Llll:Slde a
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sives. “At no Administration spokeswoman ~ bag, ~ which
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ed onto a Continental Airlines
flight

No flights were delayed and
the terminal remained open.

BY ANNE GEARAN

The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — Secretary of
State Colin Powell gave understat-
ed praise Thursday for prepara-
tions the United Nations is mak-
ing to support elections in Iraq,
and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said the world body will
beef up its support if need be.

“The U.N. effort seems to be on
track in support of the Iraqi ef-
fort” to hold nationwide elections
on Jan. 30, Powell said after a
State Department meeting with
Annan.

Iragis themselves “have the
principal responsibility,” Powell
said.

Powell noted that the United
Nations is taking the first steps to
expand its presence in Iraq out-
side Baghdad to the cities of
Basra and Irbil and has increased
the number of election experts it
will deploy in Iraq.

The United States has been

pressing Annan to do more, and is
unlikely to be satisfied with the
current commitment of 25 elec-
tion monitors.

“We have enough people in

there to do the work,” Annan
said. “And if need be, we’ll put in
the staff we need to get the work
done. It’s not a question of num-
bers; it’s a question of what you
need to get the job done.”

Then Annan asked himself a
question. “Are we doing the job?
Yes, we are doing the job,” he
said.

The meeting with Powell was
probably Annan’s last before Pow-
ell leaves the job next year. White
House national security adviser
Condoleezza Rice will replace
Powell, and Annan met with her
at the White House later Thurs-
day.
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ing real explosives that were
being used to train bomb-sniff-
ing dogs. That led French au-
thorities to prohibit using live
explosives in future tests.

New Jersey Democratic
Sens. Jon Corzine and Frank
I

Davis said the TSA is still in-
vestigating how screeners lost
track of the bag.

“It was an error that the bag
was not intercepted before it
was loaded,” she said, adding it
was too soon to say if anyone
would be disci
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Chevy Chase bashes Bush
in foul rant during awards

BY RICHARD LEIBY
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Even certi-
fied Hollywood liberals were reel-
ing after Chevy Chase’s
potty-mouthed  Bush-bashing
Tuesday night at the Kennedy
Center, where the actor hosted an
awards ceremony staged by Peo-
ple for the American Way.

For most of the evening, Chase
was his usual comedic self, deliv-
ering lines such as “This just in:
resignations in the upper echelon
of the Bush administration. The
Bush sisters have resigned and
are being replaced by Paris and
Nicky Hilton. Back for more
news later.”

After actors Alec Baldwin and
Susan Sarandon delivered speech-
es accepting their Defender of De-
mocracy awards, Chase took the
stage a final time and unleashed a
rant against President Bush that

stunned the crowd. He deployed
the four-letter word that got Vice
President Dick Cheney in hot
water, using it as a noun. Chase
called the prez a “dumb [exple-
tive].” He also used it as an adjec-
tive, assuring the audience, “I'm
no [expletive] clown either. ...
This guy started a jihad.”

Chase also said: “This guy in of-
fice is an uneducated, real lying
schmuck ... and we still couldn’t
beat him with a bore like Kerry.”

People for the American Way
distanced itself Wednesday from
the actor’s rant. “Chevy Chase’s
improvised remarks caught ev-
eryone off guard, and were inap-
propriate and offensive,” Ralph
Neas, the liberal advocacy
group’s president, said in a state-
ment. “It was not what I would
have said, and certainly not the
language People for the Ameri-
can Way would ever use in dis-

cussing any president of the Unit-
ed States.

Founder Norman Lear agreed:
“I thought it was utterly unto-
ward, obviously unexpected and
unscnpted and all that stuff. And,

uh — it was Chevy Chase. He'll
live with it,  won’t.”

Sen. Tom Daschle, the former
minority leader, looked taken
aback when he went on directly
after Chase.

His opening line: “I've had to
follow a lot of speakers, but ..

The movie star didn’t relum
for a curtain call or to savor des-
sert at the reception after the
event. We were told he hurt his
back and needed to call it a night

v 9.
Meanwhile, the other host of
the evening, the newly blond Cyn-
thia Nixon, told us she had a more
gracious message for Bush:
“Don’t just listen to people who
are telling you yes, listen to the
people who are telling you no!”
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inistrator of operations Tony Reissig checks recounted ballots
Wednesday at the Hamilton County Board of Elections in Cincinnati.

The count goes on

November ballots re-examined in Ohio

BY JOHN NOLAN
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — In a scene
reminiscent of Florida circa 2000,
two teams of Republican and
Democratic  election ~ workers
held punch-card ballots up to the
light and whispered back and
forth as they tried to divine the
voters’ intent from a few hanging
chads.

Observers for the presidential
campaigns of John Kerry, Pre:
dent Bush and Green Party candi-
date David Cobb kept watch from
chairs a few feet away.

The scene is being repeated
statewide this week in a recount
in the state that put Bush over the
top in the election last month.

Officially, Bush beat Kerry by
119,000 votes in Ohio, but two
third-party candidates collected
the required $113,600 for a re-
count they claim will show seri-
ous irregularities. The Kerry cam-
paign is supporting the recount,
though it has acknowledged it
will not change the outcome.

The recounts began this week.
At least 35 of Ohio’s 88 counties
had completed their recounts or
were starting Wednesday, accord-

ing to a survey by The Associated
Press. Some of the tallies will not
be complete until next week.

“It takes a lot of work, a lot of
hours,” said Kerry campaign ob-
server Jeannette Harrison, 63, a
real estate agent. “This is a job
that has to be done.”

In Cincinnati, the Hamilton
County workers grimaced in con-
centration as they examined the
ballot holes up close — a scene
that called to mind the five weeks
of recounts in Florida that made
the terms “pregnant chad” and
“butterfly ballot” famous.

Statewide, about 92,000 ballots
cast in last month’s presidential
election failed to record a vote for

president, most of them on
punch-card systems.
Hamilton ~ County _workers

wrote their results on tally sheets
as they counted ballots from 30
precincts randomly selected from
the county’s 1,013.

Under Ohio law, workers must
hand-count 3 percent of ballots. If
the results match the certified re-
sults exactly, all other ballots can
be recounted by machine. If the
totals are off, all ballots must be
counted by hand, adding days or
weeks to the process.

Kerry campaign manager
admits downplaying ads

The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — The
campaign manager for Sen. John
Kerry's failed presidential bid
said she regrets underestimating
the impact of an attack advertise-
ment that questioned Kerry’s
Vietnam War record.

Mary Beth Cahill, who spoke
‘Wednesday at Harvard Universi-
ty’s Kennedy School of Govern-
ment with Ken Mehlman, Presi-
dent Bush’s campaign manager,
said the Massachusetts senator’s
campaign initially thought there
would be “no reach” to the ad

from Swift Boat Veterans for
‘ruth.

].nstead the ad, which initially
aired in just three states, became
a central issue of the campaign,
eventually forcing Kerry to per-
sonally deny the group’s allega-
tions that he did not deserve his
combat medals.

“This is the best $40,000 invest-
ment made by any political
group, but it was only because of
the news coverage that it got
where it did,” she said.

“In  hindsight, maybe we
should have put Sen. Kerry out
earlier, perhaps we could have
cut it off earlier.”
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Health benefits of birth control pill disputed

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — A study concluding that birth control
pills slightly lowered the risk of heart disease has now
been called into question by U.S. officials who say it was
flawed and wasn’t properly reviewed before it was present-
ed at a major medical meeting in October.

Doctors from Wayne State University in Detroit had pre-
sented two studies at a reproductive medicine meeting in
Philadelphia claiming that oral contraceptives lowered
heart risks and did not increase the risk of breast cancer.

‘That got a lot of attention because the conclusions were
opposite what previous studies had found. The new infor-

mation also came from the largest women’s health study
ever done in the United States.
But on Wednesday, Dr. Barbara Alving of the National
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, which funds and over-
sees the national study, said these particular analyses
hadn’t been properly reviewed, and that a new analysis by
senior statisticians had determined that the heart findings
were flawed.
Once age and other factors were considered, they
“could not find a relationship” between pill use and heart
disease, Alving said. The breast cancer findings also are
suspect now, she said.
The research was from the Women’s Health Initiative,
best known for its landmark finding in 2002 that tdkmg

hormones after menopause raised the risk of certain can-

cers and heart problems.

But it is not the best kind of study for determining risks
of oral contraceptives, Alving said.

That’s because it relies on women’s memories of what
drugs they used in previous years rather than actual hospi-
tal or medical records.

Previous studies that were more scientifically sound
have found that pill-users have a small increased risk of
blood clots, heart attacks and stroke, she said. The Detroit
researchers reported a small benefit — pill users reported-
ly had 8 percent less risk of cardiovascular disease and 7
percent less risk of developing any form of cancer.

Gore’s mother dies

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Pauline
Gore, whose son Al became vice
presldem and nearly captured
the presidency and whose hus-
band had a
long and dis-
tinguished
career  in
Congress,
died Wednes-
day. She was

She  had
been weak-
ened in re-
cent years

strokes
and a heart
attack, and
died in her home in Carthage.

Trained as a lawyer, Pauline
Gore was a familiar figure on the
campaign trails of her husband,
Albert Gore Sr., and her son,
former Vice President Al Gore Jr.

She played a central role in
shaping her husband’s campaign
strategy. Gore Sr. was a liberal
Democrat who served in the
House from 1939 to 1953 and in
the Senate from 1953 to 1970 and
aspired to the presidency himself.
He died in 1998.

Al Gore Jr. is the Gores’ only
living child. Their daughter,
Nancy, died of cancer in 1984,
Other survivors include a broth-
er, Whit LaFon of Jackson, grand-
children and ~great-grandchil-
dren. The funeral will be Satur-
day in Carthage.

Pauline Gore

Insomnia drug OK'd

WASHINGTON — The Food
and Drug Administration on
Wednesday approved a new drug
for people with insomnia.

‘The agency approved the sale of
Lunesta, made by the pharmaceuti-
cal company Sepracor, for both
chronic and occasional insomnia, a
problem for millions of people.
The drug, taken as a pill, is
non-narcotic, the company report-
ed, and helps people remain asleep
all night, not just fall asleep.

Arms ban up for vote

SAN FRANCISCO — City resi-
dents will vote next year on a pro-
posed weapons ban that would
deny handguns to everyone ex-
cept law enforcement officers,
‘members of the military and secu-
rity guards.

If passed in November, resi-
dents would have 90 days to give
up firearms they keep in their
homes or businesses. The propos-
al was immediately dismissed as
illegal by a gun owners group.
From The Associated Press

give blessings to a herd of approximately 100 buffalo on Santa Catalina
Island in Avalon, Calif. The buffalo were repatriated to South Dakota.

Buffalo go home to roam

The Associated Press

SANTA CATALINA ISLAND,
Calif. — After a life spent on a
balmy Pacific island, 98 buffalo
are being sent back to an authentic
— and frigid — home on the range.

The buffalo began their journey
Wednesday from Santa Catalina Is-
land, off the coast of Southern Cali-
fornia, to South Dakota, where
they’ll live on traditional range-
lands of the Rosebud Lakota reser-
vation.

The animals, some standing 5
feet at the shoulder and weighing
several thousand pounds, are the
descendants of an original herd of
14 brought from the prairie to ap-
pear in the 1920s silent movie
“The Vanishing American.” Once
the film was completed, the buffa-
lo were simply left behind on the
island.

“The idea was to get these buffa-
lo that were taken from the plains

some 80 years ago ... back to their
homeland,” said Maurice Lyons,
chairman of the Morongo Band of
Mission Indians, which is paying
the $75,000 cost to ship the ani-
mals.

“To the Native Americans back
there, these animals are sacred,”
he said. “It was very moving.
They’ll be going home to their rela-
tives.” After being lured into pens
with hay, the buffalo were herded
onto two, 18-wheel trucks and
then taken by barge the 24 miles
across the sea to Long

m there, it was on to the res-
ervation more than a thousand
miles inland, where the animals
were to arrive Thursday night.

The Lakota reservation already
has buffalo, and the conservancy
said there shouldn’t be any prob-
lems with the newcomers accli-
‘mating, despite the fact that they’ll
be moving to a place with subzero
winters.

Politics is no longer
big man on campus

BY KRISTEN WYATT
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The College Re-
publicans at Emory Umvermy
need a new meeting room.
smaller one.

They used to draw 50 or 60 stu-
dents to adrenaline-fueled cam-
pus meetings, when the presiden-
tial election was just around the
corner and first-time voters were
pumped to get involved.

Now, with the election over, a
couple dozen Emory Republicans
gathered on the Atlanta campus
for a pre-finals pizza party. Like
politically minded college stu-
dents everywhere, they're won-
dering how to keep membership
up without the excitement of a
presidential race.

At Emory, the sales pitch in-
cludes pizza parties, speakers, a
chance to hone debate skills —
even an unofficial matchmaker
role. “It’s a good place to meet
people that think similarly as you
do, a good place for camarade-
rie,” said senior Lauren Daugher-
ty, chairwoman of Emory College
Republicans who saw dues spike
and meetings swell at the begin-
ning of the fall semester.

But drop-off is inevitable. After
all, many of the college students
were voting for the first time and
aren’t used to working for politi-
cal parties. And the most-active
student volunteers also were
more likely than their older col-
leagues to need a breather after
the election.

Take 18-year-old Hank Clay.
The University of Georgia stu-
dent used to be president of a
Young Democrats club at his jun-
ior college. He worked tirelessly
before he was even old enough to

vote. But he took last month’s loss
hard and is taking a break from
hlS campus Democratic group.

“I pretty much went into de-
pression for a couple weeks,”
said. “I'm still having a little bit of
that. That probably has resulted
in a lack of motivation and frustra-
tion for a lot of people.” Even the
University of Georgnas College
Republicans, the nation’s largest
chapter with more than 3,000
members, took a break after Pres-
ident Bush won re-election.

Some campus _activists fear
that students will now forget
them, turning their attention to fi-
nals, then to winter break, and
then to the spring semester, and
then, well, they might just drop
out of political activity altogether.

t Dartmouth College, where
membershlp in the College Re-

ublicans group doubled from
150 to 300 students this semester,
club president Jesse Roisin is
busy finding new activities to
keep new members interested.

“The beautiful thing about an
election is that it gets people in-
volved emotionally. Now we have
to work at it,” Roisin said.

Maybe they could look to Val-
dosta State University in Valdos-
ta, Ga., where campus Democrat
and Republican clubs recently
hosted a paintball game against
each other. Or to Kansas State
University, where the College Re-
publicans are planning presiden-
tial mauguranon parties.

U in Manhattan, monthly
meeungs were mcreased to
bi-weekly ~affair: the
run-up to the elecuon and finally
this fall to weekly meetings, some
drawing more than 60 people.
Now the meeting schedule is
being ratcheted back, and the Re-
publicans are trying to act more
like a social club.

Anger over Nativity removal leads to defeat of bond issue

BY JULIE E. BISBEE
The Associated Press

MUSTANG, Okla. — Voters in-
censed over a superintendent’s
decision to remove a Nativity
scene from an elementary school
Christmas program took out their
anger at the ballot box, helping to
defeat bond measures worth near-
ly $11 million.

Tuesday’s rejection of the two

measures — one of which would
have paid for construction of an el-
ementary school — marked the
first time in more than a decade
that voters in this bedroom com-
munity west of Oklahoma City de-
nied additional funds for their
school district.

The day before the election,
dozens of parents at a school
board meeting expressed outrage
at Superintendent Karl Spring-

er’s decision to end the school’s
tradition of closing the Christmas
play with a manger scene. Both of
the bond issues in Mustang re-
ceived about 55 percent support,
but 60 percent was needed for ap-
proval.

Concerned over the issue of sep-
aration of church and state,
Springer had sought advice from
the school board attorney, who
recommended that the Nativity

scene be removed. The children
still got to sing “Silent Night,” but
Springer took out the manger
scene.

About 100 people protested out-
side the auditorium where the
play was performed Thursday
night. Some parents were angry
that Santa Claus, a Christmas tree
and symbols of Hanukkah and
Kwanzaa were left in the produc-
tion.
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Washington Post

Shoppers look at the selection at Capitol Auto Auctions in Marlow Heights, Md., one of the companies that
charities use to sell donated vehicles for them. A law that takes effect Jan. 1 limits the tax deduction donors
may claim on vehicles valued at more than $500, prompting a surge in year-end vehicle donations.

Car donations speeding up

Drivers seramble to beat Jan. 1 tax-law change for write-offs

BY JACQUELINE L. SALMON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — An impend-
ing law that will squeeze some of
the tax benefits out of donating a
vehicle to charity next year appar-
ently is behind a holiday increase
in car donations. Officials of non-
profit groups in the Washington
area and elsewhere say they are
seeing more car donations than
usual as owners scramble to beat
the legal change, which takes ef-
fect Jan. 1.

Vehicle Donation Processing
Center Inc., a California group
that handles such gifts for 300
charities nationwide, said dona-
tions are about 15 percent ahead
of last year. Goodwill of Greater
Washington has taken in 135 cars
in the fourth quarter, already 10
percent more than in the last
three months of 2003, it said.

The national headquarters of
Volunteers of America said its
car donations are running modest-
ly ahead of last year, when car
owners donated more than 80,000
vehicles. And the local chapter of
the National Kidney Foundation
has recorded a S percent increase
in the number of donated cars
compared with last year.

“We're expecting a big surge in

the last couple weeks of Decem-
ber,” foundation spokeswoman
Michele Anthony sai

The increase coincides with the
passage of a corporate tax bill in
October that will rein in tax
write-offs for donated cars, boats,
artwork and other big-ticket
items in 2005.

Currently, people who give ve-
hicles and other items to charity
can deduct the fair market value
when they calculate their taxes.
But after complaints that the sys-
tem was being abused by chari-
ties that auctioned the cars for far
less than what was claimed by
car donors, Congress cracked
down.

Starting next year, the Internal
Revenue Service will allow do-
nors to deduct only the amount
the charity receives for the sale of
the vehicle if the price is more
than $500. Donors still will be
able to claim fair market value
for clunkers valued at less than
$500.

Some charities are using the
looming change to prod donors
into handing over their vehicles
5001

n.

“Act fast! Tax deductibility of
vehicle donations changes Janu-
ary 1, 2005,” reads a solicitation

on the Web site of public radio sta-
tion W.

“We've been pushing [it],” said
Wendy Feliz Sefsaf, foundations
relations manager for WAMU,
which began its car donation pro-
gram this year.

But whether such donations
will decrease in 2005 is a matter
of some dispute among charities.
Some say they are braced for
sharp declines, while others say
they are confident that car own-
ers will still flock to the programs
despite the reduced tax benefits.

Volunteers of America, which
runs homeless shelters and sub-
stance abuse programs and offers
other social services for the poor
nationwide, is braced for a 50 per-
cent falloff in car donations next
year, said Ron Field, vice presi-
dent of public policy for the
group, which made $10 million on
donated cars last year.

Other organizations say they
hope the impact will be minimal.

“We're moving into the new
year with every intention of con-
tinuing with the programs using
much the same approach that
we've had in the past,” said Tom
Roberts, director of development
for Melwood, an Upper Marlboro,
M., charity for the mentally and
physically disabled that takes in
about 15,000 cars a year.

The Associated Press

Retiree gets probation in fight with
40-year-old man over foul language

CDC poll suggests
link between good
health, marriage

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Confirming
what many couples already knew,
a government study concludes
it’s healthy to be married.

Sure, the majority of husbands
pack on some extra pounds. But
overall, married people are sick
less often and more active. They
smoke and drink less and in gen-
eral feel better than single, di-
vorced, never married or even
folks just living together.

The National Center for Health
Statistics report didn’t name the
reasons why married people are
healthier. But health statistician
Charlotte Schoenborn in an inter-
Vlew described two major theo-
ries

One is that marriage may be
protective of health. For example,
married couples may have advan-
tages in terms of economic re-
sources, social and psychological
support and encouragement of
healthy lifestyles.

‘A second possibility, she said,
is marital selection — “the theory

t healthy people get married
and stay married, whereas less
healthy people either do not
marry or are more likely to be-
come separated, divorced or wid-
owed.”

The report was based on a sur-
vey of 127,545 people in
1999-2002 conducted by the cen-
ter, part of the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

ied people, however, are
not immune to the weight prob-
lems plaguing America.

Currently more than half of all
adults are overweight or obese —
56.7 percent — the center said.

Some 70.6 percent of husbands
were overweight or obese com-
pared with 65.1 percent of all
men. For females, 48.6 percent of
married women were overweight
or obese, virtually the same as the
48.5 percent of women in general.

Healthfully

married

Married adults tend to be healthier
than divorced, widowed or never
married adults, a new report from

the Centers for Dist

ease Control

and Prevention suggests.
Percentage of adults in fair
or poor health by age and

marital status, 1
1844 YEARS

999-2002

Married [l 4.5%

Widowed
Divorced or
separated

Never
married

Living with
a partner

45-64 YEARS

6.

14.1%

106%

5.2%

8%

Marriect I 12.8%

Widowed
Divorced or
separated

Never

married U

Living with
a partner
65 YEARS AND OVER
Married

Widowed
Divorced or
separated
Never
married
Living with
a partner

24.9%

20.7%

8.7%

20.1%

24.

28.3%

27.8%

24.4%

26.3%

NOTE: Fair o poor health statusis based
on the question, “Would you say

Iperson's] health is
, fair or poor; results

excallet,very good,

Pionviows i 127 545 adts.

'SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control ~ AP

and Prevention

Yokota International Christian Assembly

(Yokota Christian Center)
Located Just So. Of Supply Gate on RT. 16

ST. PAUL, Minn. — A 79-year-old retiree who
tussled with a man half his age over the man’s foul
language in a restaurant was sentenced to proba-
tion — but outside of that, he’s been treated more
like a hero than a criminal.

Bill Stevenson said the fracas began in July
when he and another retired 3M engineer,
74-year-old Sten Gerfast, were having coffee at a
bagel shop. In walked 40-year-old Jesse Tabor,
talking on a cell phone and liberally using four-let-
ter words, the men said.

Tabor said he didn’t recall cursing. But Steven-
son and Gerfast remember it differently.

Gerfast tapped Tabor on the shoulder and asked

him to take his call outside, Stevenson said. But
Tabor, who was with his 13-year-old daughter at
the time, dismissed him. Stevenson said he got in-
volved when Tabor continued to shout obscenities.

Stevenson grabbed the phone from Tabor and
the two men engaged in a few seconds of
tug-of-war. Thinking better of it, Stevenson said he
let go and Tabor “went sailing across the floor.”

Stevenson pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct
Tuesday and was given three months of probation.
But even the lawyers at Ramsey County District
Court were giving him thumbs-up signs as he left
the courtroom, he said.

“T've had over 30 calls and letters and e-mails,
and T've not had one negative call. They're all on
my side,” Stevenson said.
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Destiny’s calling

Pop trio still together after taking time off for solo work

BY NEKESA MUMBI MOODY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK
ooking back at breakups of

I some of the great pop

groups, the beginning of
the end can often be traced
to two words: “solo project.”

So when Beyonce — already
the magnet of Destiny’s Child —
catapulted to superstardom last
year with her triple-platinum,
Grammy-winning solo  debut,
“Dangerously In Love,” many
predicted the demise of the
best-selling girl group.

The trio is happy to prove the
skeptics wrong. Though Beyon-
ce’s solo hits are still lingering on
the charts and radio, Destiny’s
Child — Beyonce, Kelly Rowland
and Michelle Williams — have re-
united for “Destiny Fulfilled,”
their first album in three years.
With their new hit single, the
sexy dance track “Lose My
Breath,” the women are picking
up where they left off: on top of
the charts.

“It feels wonderful being back.
1 know one thing that we really
love is just the camaraderie all
over again,” says Rowland, as she

 gA\we 0\ e i

g

and her bandmates sprawl on
oversized chairs in a hotel suite
during a day of interviews and
photo shoots.

While the album is being billed
as a reunion, the women say they
never stopped working as a unit
— even during Beyonce’s break-
out year.

“People said that they broke
up, but we appeared at the BET
Awards together! Destiny’s Child
still had appearances together
that we did, and people kept say-
ing, “They  ain't together. We
we're like, ‘Jerk, you just saw

’ 7 says Williams, as the group
dlssolves in laughter.

“Well, if we broke up, we were
still friends!”

Friendship aside, critics are
still pondering why the group de-
cided to regroup, given the diverg-
ing interests of each member.

Rowland has had moderate suc-
cess with acting and her own solo
debut, 2002’s “Simply Deep”; Wil-
liams released two gospel albums
and starred in Broadway’s

“Aida.”

So why release another Desti-
ny’s Child album? “Well, why
not?” retorts Beyonce — pleasant,
but still peeved at the suggestion.

FOR THE HOLIDAY
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“I mean, Destiny’s Child has sold
millions of records, had so much
success, and it goes far beyond
the success we had as a group.
We're friends, and we made a
commitment to each other. We
made a commitment to our fans.
And we were all looking forward
toit”

There’s no denying Destiny’s
Child’s success. Since their 1997
debut, they became one of the
best-selling girl groups of all
time, racking up numerous hits,
including “Say My Name,” “Inde-
pendent Women (Part II)” and
“Bootylicious.”

What's most clear now is their
development into young women.
On “Destiny Fulfilled,” their earli-
er sexy-but-innocent tone has dis-
appeared. The first single talks
about a guy that can’t keep up in
bed, and other songs have a sexu-
al, but not graphic, tone.

“It touches on a more sensual
side of Destiny’s Child because
we never talked about that. Now
that we're older, we’re more com-
fortable with it,” says Beyonce.

Besides sex, there’s also an em-
phasis this time around on group
parity. Beyonce is no longer the
focal point visually — she’s rarely

Members of the music group Destiny’s Child pose at the Rhigha Royal
Hotel in New York last month. From left are Beyonce Knowles, Michelle
Williams and Kelly Rowland.

photographed now in the middle,
like the old days. And while Be-
yonce’s reputation as an emerg-
ing musical wunderkind contin-
‘ues — she was a writer-producer
not only on her own album, but
2001’s “Survivor” — she’s brags
that comrades are branching out
‘musically as well.

afraid to hum the melody that it's
in their head, or say the lyrics or
whatever is coming in their head,
which before they were way
more shy about it,” says Beyonce,
beaming like a mother hen.
“They’ve just blossomed. It's al-
most like different people. It took
us kind of being away from each

other and having to really focus
on ourselves individually to
grow.”

“Now, they’re so much more
comfortable, and they're not

Dude looks like a granddad

Steven Tyler is now, gasp, a grandfather.

Liv Tyler, daughter of the Aerosmith lead singer and model Bebe
Buell, gave birth to a son in Manhattan on Tuesday, Us Weekly maga-
zine reported.

“They are both doing great,” Tyler’s publicist, Stephen Huvane,
said Wednesday. He said the baby hadn’t yet been named.

The 27-year-old actress is married to Royston Langdon of the band
Spacehog. The two tied the knot in March 2003.

Tyler played the elf princess Arwen in “The Lord of the Rings” trilo-
gy. Her screen credits also include “Jersey Girl” and “Armageddon.”

Houston has an auto accident

Singer Whitney Houston rear-ended an Alpharetta, Ga.,, city bus in
with her sports car, but no one was hurt, police said.

The accident happened Wednesday afternoon as Houston was mak-
ing a left turn, said Sgt. Chris Lagerbloom.

The bus sustained minor damage. The bumper of Houston’s Por-
sche was mangled but the singer was not injured.

She was given a citation for failure to yield, a misdemeanor.

Houston lives with her husband, R&B singer Bobby Brown, near
the suburb of Alpharetta, about 25 ‘miles north of Atlanta.

Kournikova quite possibly married

Is the knot really tied this time?

Anna Kournikova and Enrique Iglesias were married in Puerto Val-
larta, Mexico, a few weeks ago, Us Weekly magazine reports.

“Everything is awesome. We
are married” the magazine
quotes Kournikova as saying at a
charity tennis event in Florida on
Sunday.

Ivy Mollenkamp, Kournikova’s
publicist, refused Tuesday to con-
firm or deny the Us Weekly story,
saying, “We never comment on
her personal life.” Iglesias’ repre-
sentative, Stacy Boniello, also
had no comment.

Court officials in charge of reg-
istering marriages in Puerto Val-
larta and neighboring Nuevo Vallarta said they had no record of such
a wedding. But the former tennis pro and the Latin pop star could
have had a religious wedding, which would not be legally recognized
in Mexico.

Iglesias and Kournikova

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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FCC to allow Internet access on airplanes

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal regulators
voted Wednesday to give airline passen-
gers high-speed Internet connections
while they fly.

The unanimous vote by the Federal
Communications Commission means air
travelers could be surfing the Web by
2006.

“If there is a theme for this meeting, it
is that we want [new technologies] on the
land, in the air, and on the sea,” FCC
Chairman Michael Powell said. “We are
pushing the frontiers in order to bring
the information age to all corners of the
world.”

The FCC also voted to solicit com-
‘ments from the public about ending the
ban on in-flight use of cell phones.
‘Among the issues to consider are wheth-
er passengers want to be surrounded by
cell phone conversations.

“The ability to communicate is a vital
one, but good cell phone etiquette is also
essential,” Commissioner Jonathan Adel-
stein said. “Our job is to see if this is possi-
ble and then let consumers work out the
etiquette.”

David Stempler, president of the Air
Travelers Association, a passenger advo-
cacy group, said allowing Internet access
would “make business travelers more ef-
ficient and while away the time for a lot
of other passengers. This is all the wave
of the future here.”

Currently, the only way passengers on
domestic flights can communicate with
the ground is through phones usually
built into the seat backs. That service
isn’t very popular: It costs far more than
conventional or cell phones — about

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

The Washington Post

‘WASHINGTON — Airline passengers
already are beginning to brace for the
eventual introduction of cell phones on
commercial flights. Listen to Richard Ar-
chambault, an architect from Schaum-
burg, IIL, who wants to plug his ears
against the expected yelling into balky
receivers.

“People who don’t hesitate to talk in
restaurants or other taboo venues will
take their disrespectful attitudes with
them to the skies and turn a once-quiet
place of refuge into a noisy, office-like
environment to the detriment of all,” Ar-
chambault said.

The new wave of complaints comes as
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion on Wednesday begins a review of
its 20-year-old rule prohibiting cell
phone chatter at 30,000 feet. The com-
mission will seek to determine whether
recent advances in technology relieve
earlier concerns about the use of cell
phones aboard airlines.

Fliers fear cell phone babble

The FCC also will solicit passengers’
opinions. In the next week or so, travel-
ers can voice their views through the
agency’s Web site, www.fcc.gov. Infor-
mation can be found on the site under
“Filing Public Comments.”

Still, travelers’ worst fears of nonstop,
transcontinental chatter won’t be real-
ized for years at least. Both the FCC and
the Federal Aviation Administration
‘must approve the use of cell phones in
airline cabins. If the FCC rules in favor
of a change, the FAA still isn’t likely to
seriously begin grappling with the ques-
tion until 2006, pending results of its
own studies.

In its review, the FCC will address
whether cell phones used on airliners
are a problem for communications on
the ground.

The FCC also is expected to study
ways to introduce more price competi-
tion among companies that offer tele-
phone and high-speed Internet services
from the sky.

$3.99 a minute — and the reception often
is poor.

Of the three companies that initially of-
fered that service on commercial jets,
only Verizon Airfone remains. It has
phones on about 1,500 jets.

The FCC approved a measure to re-
structure how  frequencies for such
“air-to-ground” services are used and
allow the airlines to offer wireless
high-speed Internet connections.

a
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mercial rates.

Left undecided was the issue of how
many companies the FCC would allow,
through an auction, to offer such servic-
es. Verizon Airfone maintains that letting
one company handle the service would
ensure the best quality.

Others, including Boeing Co. and Air-
Cell, argue for tw to pre-

Once plans are completed and planes
outfitted with the equipment, high-speed
Internet access might be found on com-
mercial domestic flights by 2006, said
Jack Blumenstein, chairman and CEO of
Louisville, Colo.-based AirCell.

The time line on when air travelers
would be able to start using cell phones
in flight is murkier, in part because both
the FCC and the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration ban the practice.

The FCC took up the issue Wednesday
in an effort to start public discussion, and
commissioners might eventually relax
the rules or lift the ban entirely. Of most
concern to FCC officials is how using a
cell phone in an airplane would interfere
with cell phone use on the ground.

The FAA concern is over whether air-
borne cell phones could interfere with a
plane’s navigation and electrical sys-
tems, agency spokeswoman Laura
Brown said. The technology used on
seat-back phones and being considered
for use for wireless Internet hookups
causes no such interference.

The FAA has commissioned a private,
independent firm to study the issue. Re-
sults aren’t due until 2006. The FAA will
not make its decision on cell phone use
until after the study is completed, Brown
said.

Allowing high-speed Internet access
and cell phone use on planes could offer
cash-strapped airline companies a new
source for revenues, said Doug Wills,
spokesman for the Air Transport Associa-
tion, the major airlines’ trade group.

Still, airlines must weigh the demand
for such service against the desire of

vent one company from having a monopo-
ly. FCC officials said the auction would
take place within a year.

other for a quiet cabin, Wills
said.

“Some people see a cell-free environ-
ment as a good thing,” he said.

(Dec 16

Are you ready to retire?
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CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Baby boomers
may not be as prepared for re-
tirement as they think.

Only 42 percent of boomers
have decided on an age to retire
and have actively planned out
how much they should save
each month to achieve that goal,
reports Allstate Insurance Com-
pany. The company found that
38 percent of workers have
made very few, if any, prepara-
tions for retirement.

How do you fare? Answer
these 10 questions to find out if
you're ready to retire:

W Have you and your spouse
discussed retirement plans and
goals?

B Do you know what options
are available for retirement sav-
ings?

B Have you and your spouse
decided at what ages you will re-
tire?

B Do you monitor your sav-
ings and investments with your
retirement age in mind?

W Have you estimated what

your retirement income will be
from Social Security, your em-
ployer-sponsored  retirement
plan and other savings?

M Do you continue to search
for new savings options to help
you increase your retirement as-
sets?

M Have you estimated how
much you will spend each year
during retirement?

W Do you have a plan to auto-
matically divert money from
your paycheck or bank account
into retirement savings?

W Have you prepared an emer-
gency fund or otherwise finan-
cially prepared for unexpected
life events such as illness or un-
employment?

W Do you periodically review
your insurance coverage to en-
sure you are adequately cov-
ered?

If you answered yes to two or
fewer questions, it’s not too late
to be financially fit, so start
doing your homework now.

If you answered yes to three
to six questions, you're off to a
good start.
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Jand canines. (CC) (DVS) [astan Eskimo homet (0G) Hoover Dam. (CC) (DVS)
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28| DISC
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[Atomic Betty [He-Man and the [To Be Announced [Bugs & Daffy [Scaoby-Doo, Where Are You! [Cartoon Cartoon Cartoon shorts. | Fiintstones [The Jetsons
34 | TOON Masters of the [Show
Universe
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[Total Adventure |eHimalayan Encounters X Power [Jungle Pilots [oStikine Chal- | Video Diary Total Adventure |Total Adventure |Chasing Time |BASE Jumping
58 | ADV 1 |'Basejumping lenge Canyoning Bor-  |‘Basejumping | ‘Stockholm’ Sking
|Afica” neo” Low's Gully._|Afice” and curing
Laguna Beach: _|Laguna Beach: _[Ife as we know it CC] i as we know it (CC) e as we know it (CC) ife as we know Tt (CC) Real World [Real World -
59 | MTV |The Real Orange |The Real Orange Road Rules Chak [Rozd Rules Chal-
|County County lenge (CC) lenge (CC)
[SpongeBob __[Invader Zim __[TomaloTwins | Action League | WOW Weekend Marathon: Rugrats Angelica Episodes of popular programiming | The Amanda _|SpongeBob The Wild Thorn-_[Hey Amold! (CC)
60 | NICK [SquarePants (CC) Now Show SquarePants (CC) |berrys (CC)

JAPAN TV

Afternoon
1:00 Traditional Arts of Japan: Kabuki (3)(r)
2:00 2004 Phoenix Challenge Golf: 3rd Round

300 Jopan Men's Handball Championship

4:00 Asian Japan-Okinawa Open Golf (10)

Evening

6:30 Japan Rugby: NEC vs. World (42)

7:00 News (1)

810 Japan Rugby: Ricoh vs. Toshiba:Fuchu

12:45 ER. VIl (1)

2:10 French Movie (2001): Rue des Plaisirs
2:16)(6)

2:50 Pro Boxing (4)

:44 Classical Music (1)(r)

350 NFL Alanta Falcons vs. Oakland Reld-
s ()

JAPAN TV-BS7

Morning
610 World News

Afternoon

: NEC vs.
Volleyball
sawa

510 2006 FIFA World Cup: Road to Germany

Evening
10:10 Figure Skating GP Series 2004: Final:
Women's Singles

11:50 CNN News

1:10 NBA: Phoenix Suns vs. Seattle SuperSon-
ics

3:10 What's On Asia
3:35 World Amazing Sports
4:10 What's On Japan

5:10 PGA Tour Golf Lesson (13)
5:40 Football Mundial

Evening
7:00 NHK News

7:30 MTV Video Music Awards 2004
1:10 U Movie (1995): Just Cause (1:45)

Morning
9:00 TV Series: CS: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion ~ Miami

Afternoon

12:30 US. Movie (1982): The Verdict (2:15)

3:00 U.S. Movie (2001): Black Knight (1:40)

Evening

800 US. Movie (2003): National Security
(1:30)

9:30 TV Series: Angels in America No. 5.
10:40 TV Series: Angels in America No. 6
12:00 TV Series: Friends the Final
12:30 TV Series: Sex and the City ()

1:00 Canadian Movie (2001): Bliss (1:34)
2:40 UEFA Euro 2004 Soccer: Russia vs.

Greece (r)
5:25 Spanish Soccer Liga Espaniola

Morning
S0 Wake Up!

800 Classic 90
9:00 Top Choice

10:00 Pure Music

1100 Top Choice: murmur

After

12:00 Check the Rhyme

1230 Top Choice

]Dnkurld Chart Express Supported by
ion

3:00 Pimp My Ride

30 VATAI Prasents: FEAT ALPARTY

00 Catch Saturday

ing
600 Makmg the Video: Ja Rule
30 Rock O
20 Consensus: Orange Range

Fio0 A, Gest of MIV 2004 Artist Speclal
Asher, Mary J. Blige &

11:00 US. Top 20\v| i

1:00 Pimp My Ri

50 Check the Rftyme

%0 Top Choice

50 mavlcon: The cure
:00 After Hour
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Goats returned

CORINTH — A man

who tried to care for
more than 300 goats and
had some of the animals liv-

ing in his house with him
has had animals that were
seized from him returned
and won permission to
move them out of state. %

Chris Weathersbee,

64, pleaded guilty to ani-

mal cruelty and two

other charges as

part of a plea bargain that called
for the return of the seized goats
and the removal of his herd to east-
ern Kentucky.

Weathersbee said he has hired a
livestock trucking company and
plans to leave soon for a Kentucky
farm, where he expects the ani-
mals to be used on a vegeta-
tion-management project.
Homeless celebration

SAN ANTONIO — Central
Texas’ homeless and needy
are not forgotten for the holidays,
with thousands treated to food and
gifts under an Interstate 35 bridge.

The event, for the second time in
its 10-year history, included a brief
tribute to homeless people in San
Antonio who died during the year.

Organized by the San Antonio
Area Homeless Action Coalition
and the city’s Community Initia-
tive Department, the “Christmas
Under the Bridge” attracted an es-
timated 2,000 people, including
about 200 volunteers, said Maria
Ramirez, a program manager with

the city’s community action divi-
sion.

Treadmill world record

ARLINGTON — Michael

Wardian knew he was going

places, even if only on the tread-
ill.

The local runner beat a rather
unusual world record by more
than seven minutes, running a
26.2-mile marathon on the exer-
cise machine.

It’s hard enough to run that dis-
tance out in the open, but Wardian
— who qualified for the Olympic
trials this year — set a time of
2:23:58. The previous record was
2:31:04, according to “The Book of
Alternative Records.”

Naughty business

WEST COVINA — Always

wanted to leave a lump of
coal in some Scrooge’s Christmas
stocking? Then Alec Nystrom has a
deal for you.

The 11-year-old boy is selling

lumps of coal for 50 cents each in
front of his West Covina home. So
far, he says, he’s raked in about
$100.
Alec got the idea after his father,
Roy, told him how his parents al-
ways warned him he’d receive a
lump in his Christmas stocking if
he wasn’t good.

Alec’s father is an artist who
often uses coal in his work, so the
boy had a ready supply to sell.

Alec said he hopes to sell enough
lumps of coal this holiday season to
buy a dirt bike.

Tree thief

ST. LOUIS — Organizers

of a Christmas tree sale
supporting youth hockey pro-
grams figured that a tree or two
might get swiped from their out-
door lot after-hours.

ROUNDUP

What they hadn’t counted on
was someone stealing more than
90 Christmas trees or the random
acts of kindness that followed.

Others in the area have stepped
forward, dropping off additional
trees or donating money since last
weekend’s theft.

Tire tracks on a nearby field
were the only clue about how the
trees, worth about $3,000, were
taken.

Proceeds from the Christmas
tree sale were supposed to pay for
improvements at a community ice
rink, she said.

0

I not apologizing
RENO — State Controller
Kathy Augustine remains

unapologetic after becoming the

only elected official in Nevada his-
tory to be i and convict-

him up for sale, said
he did not find the
posting funny.

The ad for Judge Jer-
ald R. Klein, accusing
him of miscarrying jus-
tice, depicted him sitting
in the courtroom, smiling.

The judge said he was
“outraged” by the posting,
which eBay took down within
about 90 minutes of finding out
about it.

The ad, titled “Judge for
Sale,” was posted by Janet
Schoenberg, the disgruntled liti-
gant in a landlord-tenant dispute in
New York City Civil Court who
said Klein was mishandling the
case and that she exhausted other
ways of drawing attention to her
case.

She maintained, however, that
she meant the ad as a joke. “I
didn’t expect anybody to actually
bid on this,” she said. “It was sat-
ire, it was parody.”

After four days, the best offer for
the judge was $127.50.

Senator out of race

PHOENIX — State Senate

President Ken Bennett says
he won’t run for governor in 2006.
Bennett, a Republican, said he’s
shelving his earlier consideration
of a run for the office now held by
Gov. Janet Napolitano, a Demo-
crat. At least two other prominent
Republicans have said they may
run for governor.

ed of malfeasance in office. She re-
turned to the Capitol to complete
her remaining two years. She told
the Reno Gazette-Journal that
she’s eager to resume her political
career and won't rule out a con-
gressional campaign in 2006. She
admitted violating state ethics
laws and was fined $15,000.

Judge offered on eBay
NEW YORK — A Manhat-
tan housing court judge,

whose picture was posted in an ad-

vertisement on eBay as putting

Tubular Christmas

George Wenderoth, of Wayne, N.1.,
front, this year's oldest tuba player
at 82 years old, plays along with
more than 400 tuba players from
across the United States in the
31st annual “Merry Tuba Christ-

as” performance in New York's
Rockefeller Center.

calories cut

ATLANTA — The state De-

partment of Corrections is
cutting the average number of calo-
ries female prisoners may con-
sume each day by about 20 percent
to 2,472. The policy doesn’t affect
male inmates who still get about
3,000 calories. Critics say the poli-
cy discriminates. The National
Academy of Science recommends
roughly 2,200 calories per day for
teenage girls and active women.

Persuading constituents

CLEVELAND Mayor

Jane Campbell is trying to
sell Ohio voters on casino gam-
bling after they've already reject-
ed two such referendums. Camp-
bell is pitching a plan that would
allow cities to decide whether to
build a casino, rather than relying
on a yes or no vote to legalize gam-
bling in Ohio. Supporters must
gather more than 330,000 signa-
tures from registered voters to
place the issue on the November
2005 ballot.

Mail bomb sentence

ERIE — A man was sen-

tenced to five years in feder-
al prison for mailing a bomb made
out of matches, gunpowder and a
mousetrap to a man dating his
ex-girlfriend.

Authorities said no one was in-
jured by the bomb sent by Robert
Reichard, 44, of Edinboro. The
man who received it in November
2003 took it to state police and a
bomb squad blew it apart with a
‘water cannon.

Investigators linked Reichard to
the package partly because a letter
accompanying it contamed the
same misspelling — “no” instead
of “know” — as letters and threat-
ening e-mails he had previously
sent to his former girlfriend and
her new boyfriend.

A Siberian tiger named

Under mom’s Watchful eye Sinda ot o o ot

her cubs sit behind a tree at the Louisville Zoo in Louisville, Ky. It was the
first day the cubs were available for public viewing.

Carlos Sandoval sits on top of a football
goal post as the sun sets in Hyrum, Utah.
Sandoval said that he climbed the goal post while waiting to meet some
friends.

Just hanging out
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Chris Pemam 18, Ie!!v and Andrey Melkonyanv 19, both students at Lees—McRae College,
ride their makeshift sled down a snow-covered hill on the campus in Banner Elk, N.C.

Winter fun

: Team coach Dave McNamara works in the pit area on a robot with the
Pink lady engineers all-girls team A.F.A. Engineers from Amherst Middle School, in brightly
colored wigs, during the New Hampshire state finals of the FIRST LEGO League held at Nashua High School
North in Nashua, N.H.

Children dressed in traditional costume march in the procession leading to Mass
during the Festival of Our Lady of Guadalupe at the Robeson County fairgrounds near

Holiday march

Fayetteville, N.C.

Prenatal help on way

RICHMOND — Virginia is

among five states awarded
federal grants to help doctors and
nurses identify women who suffer
depression while pregnant and
after giving birth.

Perinatal depression “is some-
thing women try to hide,” said
Mary Zoller, a policy analyst for
the state Department of Health’s
Division of Women’s and Infants’
Health. “They are ashamed of it.

“You have this baby, and it is
supposed to be a wonderful thing,
but they are not feeling good about
it. Women may be reluctant to ask
for help.”

Virginia will use its $250,000
grant from the U.S. Human Re-
sources and Services Administra-
tion to develop a Web-based train-
ing tool on perinatal depression.

This type of depression has re-
ceived attention in recent years be-
cause of high-profile cases in
which mothers Killed their young
children. In 2001, Andrea Yates of
Texas drowned her five children
in a bathtub and her attorney ar-
gued she suffered from postpar-
tum psychosis.

Dangerous stockpile

ERIE — An alleged militia
leader who authorities
claimed built a bunker on his land
and stockpiled weapons for a show-
down with federal agents was sen-
tenced to nearly 3 years in prison.

George Bilunka, 60, pleaded
guilty in August to possessing un-
registered firearms — two home-
made land mines, a modified rifle
and a homemade machine gun.

He also acknowledged that he
and another alleged militia leader
sold a copy of a Sten gun — a Brit-
ish-made World War IT 9 mm ma-
chine gun — to an undercover fed-
eral agent for $300.

Jesus statue vandalized

KNOXVILLE — A marble

statue of the infant Jesus
and his mother that stands in front
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Knoxville was vandalized, authori-
ties said.

Someone cut off the baby’s head
and arms and doused the stumps
in red paint. The vandal or vandals
also threw the baby’s head through
a glass door, scrawled an up-
side-down cross on Mary’s robe
and covered her face with paint.

“In this season, when we're get-
ting ready for the birth of Christ, to
have these two 1mages defaced
and destroyed like this is disturb-
ing,” said the Rev. Vann Johnston,
apriest in the diocese.

Arrest shocking

SAN FRANCISCO — Hans

Aaland has for years been
Livermore’s living oddity — riding
a 12-foot-tall unicycle in a jester
hat, passing out protest leaflets, ad-
dressing the City Council on the
“beauty of the community,” and
spouting revelations from God.

The 46-year-old man had a few
run-ins with the law as well, but
some people who know him say
they were shocked nonetheless by
his arrest on suspicion of killing
his father.

Police say Aaland smothered his
father, Kristian Aaland, as the fa-
ther slept in the bedroom of the
home he shared with his son and
wife. Hans Aaland told his mother

what he had done, left a confession
note full of biblical quotations and
walked away from the home, po-
lice said.

Kristian Aaland, 80, an eccentric
former scientist at the Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory
who buried a boxcar in his front
yard as a bomb shelter during the
Cold War, was found dead after his
wife called for help, said police
Sgt. Jim Suibielski.

Two injured by boulder

KAPOLEI — Two people

were injured when a boul-
der from a quarry rolled down a
hillside and collided with their
sport utility vehicle on the H-1 free-
way in West Oahu.

The boulder, measuring five feet
across, landed in the westbound
lanes of the freeway near the
Makakilo offramp.

Grace Pacific Corp. said the boul-
der was accidentally dislodged by
a bulldozer widening a berm at its
Makakilo quarry site.

‘The man and woman in the SUV
suffered leg injuries, according to
Capt. Kenison Tejada, a Honolulu
Fire Department spokesman.

They were taken to The Queen’s
Medical Center in serious condi-
tion, but were later upgraded to
fair condition.

Bear chokes to death

ABILENE — One of the two

American black bears at
the Abilene Zoo died after appar-
ently choking on a piece of meat.

Boo Boo’s body was found after
the bears were fed. Once the sec-
ond bear, Teddy, 13, was moved,
the zoo staff made a quick examina-
tion and confirmed that Boo Boo, 9,
had died.

Dr. Clay Hilton, the zoo's consult-
ing veterinarian, said Boo Boo
must have eaten quickly and regur-
gitated a large, unchewed piece of
meat that lodged in his windpipe.

Boo Boo was known for his
never-ending quest for snacks and
his cool dips in a pond.

Slaughter violations

RALEIGH — State agricul-

ture officials say they have
found two major butchering opera-
tions this year where animals were
slaughtered outdoors, either by the
landowner or by his customers,
and sold.

Both those cases will be criminal-
ly prosecuted, at least one as a felo-
ny, a rare event for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Officials say
they had one similar case in each
of the two previous years, and both
were handled with fines.

State inspectors say immigrants,
many of whom don’t know about
state laws regulating food, are
pushing the demand for illegal
butchering.

Bed donations

MINNETONKA — The

Radisson Hotel chain is
donating its old beds as it installs
90,000 new ones throughout its
system in the United States, Cana-
da and the Caribbean. The beds,
‘mostly one and two years old, will
be donated to nonprofit agencies
that will take at least 200. Nearly
half of the beds have been spoken
for. The company is switching to
the new beds over the next two
years.
Stories and photos from wire services
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LSA Anaconda must get tough

Logistics Supply Area Anaconda is
being attacked more than any place in
Iraq because of poor leadership. When in-
surgents lob mortars and rockets into
“Mortaritaville,” instead of sending
counter-fire, we just turn on a siren. By
sounding that siren, we let the insurgents
know they hit their mark. We should just
broadcast our grid coordinates over the
loudspeaker.

Of course the leadership will call this
siren a “warning siren,” even though it
only sounds after the attack is over. Don’t
really need a siren after the attack.

Not only is the siren too late, it sends ev-
eryone scurrying to bunkers to hide like
cowards. The siren closes the post office,
the post exchange, the laundry and, best of
all, the chow hall. Chow hall workers mill
around inside not serving food, while hun-
gry soldiers stack up in a huge line, wait-
ing for the “all clear” siren to sound.

This is a ridiculous waste of time, and
LSA Anaconda is the only place doing this
nonsense. Wearing Kevlars and body
armor inside the wire, hiding in bunkers,
not shooting back at the enemy, all just
smells of cowardice to me, and I don’t like
it. Fortunately, I'm leaving Iraq in about
three weeks to deactivate. Hopefully,
someone will step forward and stop this
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s style of and

make a difference for the great folks Im
leaving behind.

Spe. Richard S. Swellen

Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Questions for bin Laden

One of the benefits of fugitive status is
that one can make public statements with-
out having to field questions. Neverthe-
less, one of Osama bin Laden’s minions
might chance upon these words and for-
ward them, and I have several questions
lhdl anmply must be addressed by Mr. bin

Shorlly after the Sept. 11 attacks, bin
Laden was asked if he had anything to do
with them. He replied, “No.” Since then,
he has made a great effort to make people
believe that he is, at the very least, the titu-

Dooneshury
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lar head of al-Qaida. Then, in his elec-
tion-eve video, he says he will tell us the
“truth.” Until he can reconcile the differ-
ence between his previous statement and
his current assertions, his credentials as a
truth-sayer are exceptionally poor. Can he
respond to this?

In his most recent video speech, bin
Laden says that he never considered at-
tacking the World Trade Center until he
saw the burning buildings in Beirut. Does
the leader of al-Qaida mean that the trail
of murder victims from the Middle East,
though East Africa to the United States, is
just about buildings? This is incomprehen-
sible. Explain please.

Again, in his video release, bin Laden in-
sists that the president of the United States
had deceived everyone about the war on
terror, and that he continues to do so. Prac-
tically in the same breath, he instructs us
to ask the president why al-Qaida does not
attack Sweden. Incredible! Bin Laden is
the one who insists that he is the source of
all truth, and he wants us to ask a man
who, according to him, will not answer
truthfully? Why doesn’t bin Laden give us
the answer? Does he know the answer? Is

the answer supposed to be a secret? To
what end?

Finally, the American media — both
print and electronic — is awash in bloated
egos famous only for being famous rather
than being famous for accomplishing any-
thing of merit. Would bin Laden please ex-
plain why we should believe that he is not
among such shallow beings?

Mark L. Williams
Giessen American High School, Germany

Bronze Stars not deserved

I am confused about what it really
means when a soldier gets the Bronze
Star. My father was awarded the Bronze
Star during Vietnam, when he saved a
buddy who had stepped on a land mine.
He was wounded in the process, and was
awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze
Star.

Recently my unit had an awards ceremo-
ny. Seven to 10 Bronze Stars were handed
out. More than half of the recipients don’t
even leave the wire or see combat. Anoth-
er soldier and I were put in for Bronze
Stars, too. My buddy had rescued and
aided a KBR driver who had been serious-
ly wounded by a roadside bomb. And I
aided a fellow soldier who was shot in the
arm when our convoy was ambushed. I
ran 20 yards while being fired upon to as-
sist him, get him aid and take up his fight-
ing position.

Our chain of command put us up for the
award. After seeing the ceremony, we
asked our commanding officer and execu-
tive officer what had happened to our
Bronze Stars. We were the ones out there
showing heroism and bravery, going be-
yond our everyday tasks. The individuals
who got the awards have all just been
doing their normal jobs. We were told that
ours was denied, or let me say “lowered to
Army Commendation Medal” — which 60
to 70 other soldiers in our unit will also be
getting. The people at this ceremony
should have gotten ARCOMs, not Bronze

Stars.

1 guess the Bronze Star doesn’t stand for
the same thing it did when my dad got his.

Spe. Jonathan Fithian

Logistics Support Area Anaconda-Balad,

Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Horoscope

There may be some seemingly
aimless wandering around while the
moon is void of course this morning,
but the lunar transit into
Avies this afternoon helps
us get down to business
and make up for lost time.
Mercury is still retrograde,
soiif you're out doing your
shopping, just make sure
you leave the stores with
everything you came in
with.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 18). You're in
excellent company this year
— you surround yourself
with people you admire and
so0 will you raise yourself to the high
standards they set. A windfall in-
volves seizing your chance in the
spotlight in January. You'l transition
to a new home o job in March.
Singles are extremely choosy, which
is why love is such a thrill in the
spring.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
‘You're making a major time invest-
ment into someone, and you want to
feel emotionally protected for that
investment. This is the day to lay
claim to the relationship by telling
the other person what you'd like it to
be. If it love, say so.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Indecision and spending time on the
decision-making process are not the
same thing. You'll deliberate the
consequences of a potential action
at length. This you do not because
you're afraid or crafty, but because
you are wise.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Friends call you wanting to vent,
grieve, complain and kil time. This is
an abuse of sorts — recognize it as
such, and get off the phone. You're
on a mission and simply can't afford
to be an emotional dumping ground
for others.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You feel like you're at the mercy of
'someone who is really busy. But
there’s no reason you should feel
honored by scraps of attention and
stolen moments. Place your ener-
gies where you know you'll get
something in return.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Ona
surface level, you are what you think

you are. But on a spiritual plane,
even your own negative thoughts
cannot diminish you. You'll automati-
cally choose plenty of those, so
choose some good thoughts to
counteract.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Come on, we all have an
inner madman. Yours has
been under lock and key
lately, but it's safe to let
him out for good behavior
this weekend. Loved
ones find your unpredict-
ability so attractive.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You'll be
around plenty of bright
people this weekend, and
the spirit of competition is
high. Instead of struggling
to keep up, struggle to be genuine.
Success goes not to he who knows
more but to he who knows better.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Clear (or bum) clutter, retum phone
calls, and deep-clean. By doing so,
you plug up those litle energetic
leaks in your psyche — remember,
little leaks sink big ships! Besides,
getting organized is actually fun.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You'll be exercising your capac-
ity to love unconditionally — that is,
10 give with no expectation of a
retun. As in any exercise, start
small, and incrementally work your
way up S0 as not to strain a muscle.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Emotional balance is your aim.
Stress and problems are a naturally
oceurring part of life, but you cope
so gracefully that everything thrown
your way seems rather minor — and
soitis.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You're tempted to waste the day
away reading. News flash: It's not a
waste! Mental exercises such as
reading and meditation help you
gain greater control over your
thoughts, which leads to greater
control over your life.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You come to an intersection. Down
one road, you see many hills and
valleys and a glorious but very
distant oasis at the end. The other
road curves suddenly so that you
can't see a thing. How adventurous
do you feel?

Holiday Mathis

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts

WOODPSTOCK HAS NIGHTMARES
ABOUT BEING BAKED IN A PIE WITH
FOUR AND TWENTY BLACKBIRDS...

R

Jump Start Calvin and Hobbes
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THERE'S MORE To
; CHOOSING A

I TREE THAN GIFT-
CAPACITY, JASON.

Foxtrot

DRVING,
D ARy cervice
AND DRINKING .

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Baby Blues

I Know T
SHOULDN'T HAVE
BeaN WATCUING
YU AND THAT

Spider Man

DAGWOOD, WHAT ARE
YOJ DONG WiTh T
G TRAIN SET? )t
S ke
o
o T /
-2

2

LD FOR A TOY LIKE

["ARE YOU KIODING? OUR KIDS ARE
<[\ Way 00 ol

Blondie

CLICK "SUBMIT" TO NOW SIT BACK AND £] BE SURE TO TELL YOUR
POST YOUR RESUME ENTOY THE MISGUIDED |3| PARENTS THAT YOU
ON THE JOBS WEB SITE. OPTIMISM THAT SOME- LOOKED FOR A JOB
: DAY A HUMAN BEING 2| TopAY
WILL SEE IT. | L E-MAIL
HEM.

Viww.GlIbert.com _ scotsdans 50 com

K

Dilbert
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514?51,:7 2

Catceo ro e e, o W e

Hagar

WE NOW RETURN TO GATHER ‘ROUND,
"STEWART, THE ELVES! HO! HO!
Ho. HOR P

CHRISTMAS LEECH"

GAAHHH!

8 et 11 oret

Garfield

Across 57 Tic 24 Historic period
1 Moving smoothly 25 Impresario
6 “Little Shop of Down Hurok
Horrors” 1 tLhauyHof 26 Fre;‘amous )
e Haus predicamen
12 ;T;;gf":n 2 For fear that 28 Staff, often
13 "Yoo' 3 “My Boo” singer 30 Fuss
14 Nt with a 4 Lemieux milieu 31 Go blue
5 5 Receive a file 33 Wildebeest
toxic shell
15 Goalie's bailiwick & D2U™ 34 On pens
7 Heron's 39 Strong purple
16 Just adorable
, cousin 41 Meddler
17 Staff member? 8 Prior to 42 In — way (il
19 Dapper fellow 9 Recidivist 43 “Ta-Ra-Ra-
20 Streamlet reneger Boom. "
22 Bill 10 Small plateau 45 British gun
24 Abbr. after a 11 Paradise 47 Wrestling
surname 12 Stem surfaces
27 Concluding disciplinarian? 48 Particular
passage 18 Satan 49 Cartoonist Key
29 Plumbum 21 Pronoun in a 51 Wardrobe
32 Crude but JFK quote malfunction
effective 23 Pub potation 53 Eminem’s genre
3 f;:l:;i sineer Answer to Previous Puzzle
36 Plummet
37 Pirouette pivot
38
product
40 Urban area
42 Navy rank
(Abbr.)
44 Sends out
46 Send forth
50 Lebanon's
capital
52 Overly decorated
54 Get there
55 Snitched (on)
56 Bore more
12-18 CRYPTOQUIP
MV SRAXA’C CZEASRMOF
LZY TZO"S IWOS EZSRAX
SZ VMOT ZYS., TZ LZY CWL
“EZE C SRA I1ZXT”?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: TO CHEER UP A SAD
PERSON ON VALENTINE’S DAY, | RECKON YOU
HAVE TO SAY “TAKE HEART!”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals M
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Work dodger should seek help

Dear Abby: 1 have a good job,
anice house, a great family and
great friends — but 'm misera-
ble.

T hate my job, but instead of
quitting, I call in sick. It has put
me in danger of getting fired. I lie
to my husband about the work I
miss, and since I handle
the finances, he doesn’t
realize what an impact it
has. I feel like a horrible
person, but I'm afraid to
quit and go somewhere
else. I have no other
skills, and I wouldn’t be
able to make the same
money elsewhere.

T'm also afraid m
husband will find nul and
be furious. I feel I'm
putting my family in
financial jeopardy and
risking everything because I
can’t show up for work.

'm not sure what’s wrong with
me. I just wake up some morn-
ings and can't face going in, so T
hide out in our house and pretend
that I go to work. I feel lazy and
worthless. I think I may be de-
pressed, but some weeks or

Dear Abby

months I feel fine. What should T
do?

— Going Crazy in Arizona

Dear Going: May I offer a
couple of suggestions? Your
mood swings may be chemical.
Make an appoiniment with your
physician, explain what's going
on and get a referral to
a psychothemplst

Once that's done, pick
up the phone and find
the nearest school that
offers career counsel-
ing. You may have
more marketable skills
than you give yourself
credit for.

Please don’t put it
off. Hiding from your
husband will only
make this worse. The
longer you hide it, the
more upset he will be when he
learns what has been happening.

Dear Abby: For years you
have printed letters from grand-
parents complaining that they
don’t receive thank-you notes.
Well, I have a question: Do these

people send thank-you notes to
their grandchildren for

they've received from them? I'm
an active senior with 25 grand-
children. No matter how small
the gift, I always write them a
thank-you note.

Each child in a family gets his
own. This year, I received a
pencil, a hand-drawn picture,
and some 99-cent earrings,
among other things. They all
merited a note.

The children love getting their
own thank-you note.

And as soon as children can
print “Thank you” they should
be encouraged to send their own.

— Ohio Granny

Dear Granny: I commend you

for setting such a wonderful

JUMUELE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

MONDE

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henrl Arncld and Mike Argirion

Mmmm, good. Let's get a
dozen for later

example for your
One of the secrets of writing an
effective thank-you is to do it
immediately after receiving the
gift, while the reaction is sponta-
neous.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA S0065, Réaders can wite
to Abby on the Internet af
FRipy o sexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Husband is privately oppressive

Dear Annie: 1 have
been married for two
years to a man who ap-
Dpears to be the perfect
gentleman. “Archie” is
well liked in the commu-
nity and seems to be a
great husband and fa-
ther, showering me and
the children with atten-
tion and compliments —
in public. The problem is,
he is a completely differ-
ent man at home. He
yells at the children for trivial
things, and has pushed my
6-year-old and knocked him
over.

Archie monitors my phone
calls, interrogating me and stay-
ing right by my side until the
conversation is over. When he
isn’t home, he has caller ID units
around the house to track incom-
ing calls. He has hidden digital
tape recorders in vehicles I drive
and even hacks into my e-mail. T
am not allowed to go outside and
unwind with my neighbor after a
day of taking care of a house and
five children unless he is sitting
right there, or harassing me

Annie’s Mailbox

every five seconds to
come inside.

Tinsisted Archie go
for counseling, but he
is so smooth he tells
the counselor what he
wants to hear and then
goes right back to the
same old thing. We
currently are separat-
ed, and I have a protec-
tive order against him
for assault and battery.

Tam concerned that
s0 many people do not know
about Archie’s other side. I don’t
want to create trouble for him or
smear him in the community, but
1 am tired of people thinking he
is some kind of saint who is
being unjustly accused. They
have no idea what he is really
like. What should I say to them?

— Dixie in D.C.

Dear Dixie: Nothing. It's none
of their business, and more im-
portantly, you may be putting
yourself or your children in jeop-
ardy if Archie finds out you are
publicizing his abusive behavior.
Even those folks who believe he
is saintly have their private

doubts. The truth eventually will
surface. Don't rush it.

Dear Annie: “Potty-Peeved
in El Paso” might feel better
about her neighbor’s lawn toilet
if she maintains a good sense of
humor.

Our town periodically rewards
folks who have beautiful yards.
When getting rid of an ugly
green toilet, we took it to our
daughter’s yard, put plastic
flowers in it, along with any
other cheesy lawn ornament we
could find, and attached a sign
saying “Mayor’s Beautification
Award.” Her elderly neighbor
actually congratulated her.

— Royal Flush in Wisconsin

Dear Wisconsin: You must
have great neighbors. Not every-
one could handle a green toilet
with flamingoes as a lawn deco-
ration. Thanks for a good laugh.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Anin Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

A fgis
SACULE
YERSIM

HOAGG |
OHEON
(L1 L

VO MANY
DOUVGHNUTS MAY
NOT BE WHOLE-

SOME BUT
THEY ARE-—-

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

200t Tobune od Serves, o
wiw, jumble com
Answer here:

Vestorday's Jur:b\es TAKEN

L7 i |
AALALA\A

(Answers Monday)
POWER ANEMIA THEORY

wer.  What she accomplished at her full-time job —
PART-TIME WORK

Family Circus

s, by King Fearss Synd.

or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dennis the Menace

COULD STAND A LOT MORE CH/?/STMAS TIME,
AND A LOT LESS BATH-T/

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“The wires behind the computer
need untangling too, Daddy.”

C

=

Non Sequitur

Igor goes shopping. B
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Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
o T Sunday Today Sunday
Mainland Japan 9 ighTide OOV 46123 36/15 3428 38124
kosuka 12:10 p.m. none  1:17am. 1:01pm. Early snow Clouds; it may Cloudy; some (A chance of
Sasebo 3M8am 352pm  4ddam  446pm or N, Snow showers |snow showers
rea Ky
Chju sland/Sogwip'o 3114 am. 340pm.  420am. 437 pm
Kunsan 503am. &36pm  906am  929pm
Okinawa, Naha 1247pm  nons 1zi6am T4dpm | [SHANGHAI ToRYO
Guam, Apra Harbor  148pm. none 1233am.  228pm.
;gmy g;/r;gay Today Sunday
Mainiand Japan LowTide 52143 58146
Yokosuka 523am. 7:1 6:41am.  8:06 p.m. Mostly cloudy; | Partly sunny, Breezy; a Cloudy to
923am. 1024pm 1037 am. 11:21pm, | |shower ha {ate-day partly Sunny
Korea shower
Cheju Island/Sogwip'o ©:41am. 11:04 pm. 1037 am. 1158 pm
Kunsan 239am 2d2pm. 333am  341pm
Okinawa, Naha 3am.  6:40 pm. 653am.  8:00 p.m.
Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 626am. 757pm.  720am. 904 pm TS?‘UTHER" JSAP:N
® Fortides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha tides: oday unday
Kku, Ora Wan: -39, Sesoko Byochi: +11 high and low tide: . 62/48 59/45
Unten Ko: 7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: 44 high, -42 low. China Some clouds; |Partly cloudy
early
showers

Burma

BANGKOK Sunday
Today Sunday 7416 72/64

9172 91172 Parlly sunny,
Sunnyand | Sunny, rather a:

rather hot [ hot

7 )

Q/&pmes
N

ipy
N,

~3

Sunday
86174
Partly cloudy

¢

As of 7 a.m. Friday Tokyo time
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Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Monday: Mostly sunny, Monday: Periods of clouds and Monday: Sunny, Monday: Periods of clouds and Monday: Thundershowers,
high 54, low 36. sunshine, high 33, low 22. sunshine, high 86, low 72. high 88, low 77.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, high 73, low 58. Tuesday: Periods of clouds and Tuesday: Periods of clouds and Tuesday: Partly sunny,
high 47, low 35. Tuesday: Partly sunny, sunshine, sunshine, high 88, low 77.

high 71, low 58. high 40, low 26. high 86, low 74.

Thursday’s USA Temperatures

Saturday, December 18

U.S. Extended Forecast

The Northeast will have a cold start

ey HGHLOW  ciTY HIGHILOW
Albuquerque  45/27  Los Angeles  79/50 (°e:';‘eu‘r'f:tve""‘dcggti E'Q“'tia}’a“:":ciz‘;
Amarillo 5225 Little Rock 47130 [4
Anchorage 34/30  Louisville 49128 the region through Monday as two
Asheville 51/25  Miam 762 (O ame RRRANS cold fronts move eastward from the
Baltimore 47/30  Milwaukee 40120 Plains. On Saturday, the first cold
Birmingham 56/32  Nashville 54/28 front, draped from the Ohio Valley to
Bimarck B2 Newsork 4413 the southern Plains, will push east-

oise maha i
Brownsville 7252 Philadelphia 47132 R onaad peratures. The .
Buffalo 3925 Phoonix 71148 arctic air in tow, wil plunge southward
Burlington 30727  Pitisburgh 42127 through the Plains. Both fronts will
Charleston, SC  57/34  Portland, OR  51/38 cause flurries to overspread the
Charlotte 53/29  Portland, ME  38/25 northern Plains, Midwest and Great
Cleveland 41/25  SaltLake City ~ 41/22 DALLAS Lakes; snow will be enhanced along
Columbus, OH ~ 43/26 St Louis, 47125 the eastern shores of the Great
Duluth 242 San Antonio  59/40 Lakes. The rest of the nation will be
El Paso 5552 San Diego 75152 dry, except for some showers over
Hartford 39127 San Juan 85/74 o HoNoLwLw ¥ P!

Helena 44124 Tampa 7052 a2 "Qm southern Florida and northwestern
Indianapolis 4325  Tulsa 54/32 (>  [SHOWERS] Washington.
Jacksonville 59/43  Washington 48/32

Kansas City 50128  Wichita 50/29

Saturday’s Pacific Temperatures Saturday’s World Temperatures

ary HGHLOW  CiTY HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW ey HIGHLOW  CITY HIGHLOW  CITY HiGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Bangkok 9172 Iwakuni 58/44  Sasebo NB 61/48 Acapulco 88/71  Budapest 37/27  Kabul 46113 Nairobi 82/55
Beijing 35/19  Kadena AB 75/62  Sapporo 34128 Athens 56/45 Buenos Aires  86/64  Kiev 37/32  New Delhi 86/55
Camp Casey 45/25  Kunsan AB 5133 Seoul 4623 Auckland 59/43  Cairo 65/43  Kuwait 55/36  Oslo 3320
Christchurch 55/36 Kwajalein 85/77 Shanghai 55/43 Baghdad 51/33  Cancun 78/61 London 39/30 Paris 37/32
Diego Garcia 86/77 Manila 88/74 Singapore 89/76 Barbados 87/71 Cape Town 74/57  Madri 56/43  Rio de Janeiro 83/68
Hagatna 86/75 Misawa AB 39/33 Sydney 79165 Barcelona 54/47 Geneva 34/33 Mexico City ~ 63/45 Rome 50/37
Hanoi 75/64 Osan 48/26 Taegu 53/31 Berlin 34/25  Istanbul 56/45 Montreal 25/24 St Petersburg 32/22
Hong Kong 74164 Perth 82/65 Taipei 76/63 Bermuda 68/59 Jerusalem 55/43 Mogadishu 90/73  Stockholm 37/26
Honolulu 84/70 Pusan 56/38 Tokyo 52/43 Brussels 37/24 Johannesburg 88/61 Moscow 32/22  Warsaw 34/25

Sell it.......Free!

Adverise your car, truck, meforeycle,
boat, or bicycle in Stipes freel
g6l On sl
Up 1o 7 lines of copy for 21 days - ree!
Call Classified today o 2293276
or xmal s ot dassifedspstripes.osdmil
individuals only - no deales!

Your Hometown News

paper
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

] Selling your couch, your — Bulld Your Buslness for As Little As $21 a week!
St h' Free Ad Guidelines: ‘Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas, Ad
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- e e e it partes 2294275 Tokyc DSN 02:2270-7141 (KmeaCML] Tokyo 106-0032 Japan
o For o e 67 (Okinawa DSN) 721-7141 (Korea DS} Email us at;
inome bysness a,plogsscl 229276 P {Rorea Do) 6457667 (Okinawa. DSN) classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil
da Up to 32 words FREE for | S22 e ninis i pere
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S -~ | e e avalable sse e, Any ot proem i acvrtsing st befl n wrng o e thantn (10
| Name Phone. days ater the first nsertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways.
ys
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= Comor s Foster - 94 Toyota Carina ED or | cheyenne. mencoly @ kadena.af
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Van e 1999 Pontiac Firebig | ST REIeS | FR9r 5 Nesaf AUCh O | Gl cyrus medeiros @kadena. | Kadena - 1995 Opel Asta
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152

Kadena - 1995 Toyota Mark Il
Tourer v, JCI Feb 2006, fully
loaded & Very clean, perfectly
timed Twin Turbo endine, auto-
matic, indows, seals,
lecs, mirersand suot Dr
 Groen exterior wi
ol soae,toar wps soOMRH
withird brake light, tined win-
Gows, stainiess racing exhasl,
all roling o low  profi
Z15SeT? Lemans s moun
tod on i fms, Asking
S5885 Soun “Tragotasie) and
take over payments of §263
month " through - dealer. Call
8937703,

Kadena - 2004 Corola 9,500
miles $16k OBO. Gall David @
632 2990 or 689 4410.
Kadena - 92 Toyota Vista
§1,000. JCI unti March 2005.
Just over 100000 km. fotally
isbuit AC s COLD! Elciic
ryihing, Great _conditon.
Groat gm for student for Xmas!i
Call 638.0072.

Kagenage nt Toyaia Areio

JCI_Feb_2006, Twin_Tubo
Engine. Runs Greal, Electic
Windows, Soats, and Sunrool
Addilons:  Keyless ~ Entry.
Ground Effects.’ Spoler, Ken
wood AM/FM CD/Cassetie play-

e, Al around new specters
v

‘Asking $4500 obo. Ask for Mari
o esus‘rsmzu or Andrew
Kadena - 54 Misuihs Pofr:
AM/FM/Ca:s/CD Backip alym,
Adjacent Suspension Tow P
ety Bioen, Qe
633:0072 o

94 Siylne GTST
ity 1 Sioe, ey 40, low

s et sngine, Sl i
ll Kénvood CBlpe roai

roat
o ading 33000 ob Comact
Josh or Amber 6 633.6353 or

mail joshua ryan
2000 hotmaitcom.

ta Sur 4xa
ALC.

£

fhrow n
Mt sell PCSing S5, 700 cbo,
Gl o make” e Laban
or gmai laban
Rblingiadana o

Kadena AB, Gld 1995 Toyola
Just_purchased
Fobviom, o4 Supbriy Sopiion
g des vary smooth, UG i
Sori
% G changer
Reing for 58506 080, Fodin
S00n.”Call 633-0856 or e-mal

Gt Tor of i
runk, gﬂAc Bownr

decjo980 @hotmail.com
testdrive

EENAutomalic
Nissan Pulsar Haichback: Runs
900 JCI il Feb- 2005, Come
el all Jason or il a

Kaderi - LOOKY! LOOKY!
reat

0.
Bob at 5502585 afe oo er a
‘magkaisa @oasis mediatinet

Kadena, Okinawa_- HAVE A
GANDER AT THISI 1996 Nis-

Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152

Kagena - s14, Sivia Tutbo
2year JOI, S15

super single plate cluich

asking 58500 obo Imevesved’

gl mai
5 o e

11
Jpanspoc@yanoncom

2y Tojora
Coa for sa\e‘ 361 he aich

'3 yours
nover hada probim:Fuuns
o, el o " coan
55508 Cal o o i oy
avoaiomectnet | Would
Rt ok . parcty 9000

Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152

‘White Beach - Toyota Town Ace

Motorcyles
Oklr:‘a:!va 170

Quinaa - 1996 Honda Homet

Baby ltems 200

Foster, Okinawa - Infant_car
seatarter for salo wih ba
for car. In great condition. Light

Book Stores 250

Futenma, Oknawa - Al books

Clothing 320

Kadena, Oinave . Name brand
s: Most are fror

BTy o wiinamoss. Oy

Furniture 510

Kadena, Okinawa - Dark navy
blue Rocking Reciner for sale.
Asking $150, call 6331513 if

aemsms of Argument 6 €3,
Truok: Great for Hauling Motor S0CC/Color: Red. In excellent | b, light green plaid. Has n mmunication | worn for one jnancy. Call | interested.
bikeslATV's or anyiing " oie. cwmans/ No Jcl" requirod | agjusianie’ unbrela. Used. for 5 Harggemnt o | St o 505555 el | cgers. G G e
Has a raller hich, JCI & good 0 080, Gl Ee | sl S0 obe ol | nion. e, Eroamveig o | mevsarGyahop o Kadena, Okinawa - Glass ding
untl Apri 2005, Asking singlenomore77 @hotmail.com | Problem smumg With Crv 2 m table with 4 chairs: Only
OB "ol 20801705 0860 " or | 098-926-0870  6-ma: | SnoIenemore77 @hotmail com s 5 G | e | 5 i s b
amat: a0t (W) or sa-4st () | ClublParties 340 553“3275‘"“5'554?" ¥y

5 Foster, Okinawa - Looking for | 06 =1 wa - King bed
e | Auto Parts 180 doub\e Pt o] [ L — NV e N
Autos Wanted 156 | =——————/co \Em wiopey SSrH | Ton saton, O UNUC | Amarcan Fiendinp Astoch p g;;‘;;"n"ﬂzs:'ﬂ'sgﬁ ,{,D';;
[——— | od Conditon | ACCT 220 and 221 Tex . 0 AT, o, TS | e i e
Kadena - American Car Wanted! | Rev v sale, Call 6‘ or email sa\e at Sﬁooﬂ new condmon meeting info or news. (squar Ky
1 ot cre 2 fong 2 I e smma cau usazsswgn e Goss mecttine oGPl 10k 2 | lomatin, please. vit . I\ows xvals panet ot

email me ai | Kadena - Graco battery operat- e T8, plum

0% Saes'ores
Kadena, Oknaw_ Lokl for

Gar ither free or
iy ondera 1000 ealy
want a car and need one. m ol

05 or 9.
:waue TSt oo Towbaoks ot

oster, Okinawa - EXHAUST:
B3N oo, 38 Laurel, g
back,”ng_pre-mufer,” canister
sty al
od0ase03i00, eie2ins o

9 email
Janice @14 so netetfor pes. | Bgr4on
Kadena - DIVORCE SALE!
Gharcoa) 1962 Honds Prsde

H22A engine,
spwen and Sonvoot dgial GO

Kinser 1991 Toyola Mster Ace

Van oats 7.

et vk trost -CB

wilh _removableface.  Powe

Locks. JoI' goor

nii Vay 2006 2000 G50
Call090-6163.4624

Kinser - 1994 Honda Integra 4
oor. with only 60,500 kilos! Car
rns and drves greal. Fully
loaded with good A/C and CD
player. $1,400.00 obo. JCI duo
Juy . Cal Tim 6574299
{Hy o 637-4694 (W)

Knser - 1054 Nesan Sivia

vely Cald AC. Call Sgt
at 7 (work) o
mn 5949 ma 5 (o). Ema

a3t s o e

Kinser - 1994 Nissan Skyline
ST e Brghes, ot e,

5 Motorcyles - Japan 166

Yokosuka1998  Suzuki
o

et e e A
i /sizo0s asking $500000 o
R 3059/ osmzaszaz m

Kadore - 16Przciows s p
hme mspauem wm m Chasf

e TS trex not ok
el o &) Foar 54, 560500
Fore more_detal call
Porkins! 6325011 or
,ma\l Jery. perkins @kadena.al

ed swing $15, White diaper
raco infant
Car Seat_wbase $15, Jonnny

Simoer $10, Boppy silow 83,
Bl et 85 o

Kadena, Oivawe - Crb and | BT,

‘matirss
mcum« Can hs cunuened o

o ahoimai som for

Kadena, Okinawia - First years
soep postional, Fist Vears
loopar, arsy usec) and

for more inform.

Yokosuka - 2000 re-
form (VTR 1000F). Excellent
nring _ machine.  Loads of

of
836 V-twin enging. inspecion
900 untl August 2006 and Jci
00d unti September 2006,
0000000 (negotiable) i
Ghiad at 0805466718

Kadena - Garmin hand held
GPS 72 $100. Call Scoit
6323576

Saien
alachment. S50, Call Jennifer
@ 6323576

Yokota, Japan - BMGT 364,
r

390 M; Communica:

tion, 01, Undor.

sardng nfematonal conficte
Decision, -

i
w‘

Futenma: Pre-paid _callphone
wilh camera. Comes with over
150 minues: Singual deply.

—
Collectibles 350

Guam - Wanted to buy ungra-
ded sporis_ cards profa
football, basketball_and base-
gl Looking for Dere Joter
rmelo__ Anthony, _ Lebron
Samae, Fran Taranion, Roger
Staubh. Email me yoti It of
players (o salas @it
Zama - Football, baseball and
basketball memorabila for sale.

0446460801 Gjcom home.ne p
or telephone 0428.55.7975.

Seom
Kadena, Oknawa - Sle

colorng. A steal @ S751 Serous
inuiries only 633-1669.
Kadena, Okinawa - King sized
2 and B spong Vit
tress s a pillow top. Box sprin
are brand new and b meces
are in great shape. Asking
o B SSRRS

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
a cheap o free queen size
fame. Tt got to ba a nice one.
Wil pay for what its worth. If
interestod call a1 6323202 or

mail at Ryan20_02@yahoo.
om.

e
Couch for sale: Dark green in
Golor with Arizona Siyle patern,
‘Goueh and bed are in very good

Kaera, Oxinave - 16 en
wilh ires _ 208/55/15,
Zonkei BET 17 ch (20814917
2enkie inch rims tires.
L ures. 63,6056,
call usnaﬂwssﬁn Tanks
R i

Yokosuk: 2004 Harloy-
nmm m Custom (AMERI-
less than 600

500" 85.0; Cal 637-5595 | excalloiiNot even DIoko n yot
(i) or 637.5224 (avening- | on i milsage--$8000.00obo.
M Just in time for Christmas! Call
s 1680t Plaass lave

s, gray, power everything.
o e o e e
excalent condion, JC1 exp

| Kinser - o1 Toyota Surf $2500
080" JCI nti Nov. 2008

Faturos: Power_locks, power
windows, CD_Player, Cruise
Control, ' Sunroof - Comments:
Nood to sell venicle ASAP.
Willng 1o negotiate price _and
paymenis. Sorry no AC. Please
Gl 637-1788W) v
6373498 (H) Tony or Barbara
E-mail alfarota@yahoo.com
Honda_Integra

“with only 61,000 Kios
ioadsd wih G playar, powsr
]

3

2573004 1) or
Knsor - 04 S

Jenn8164@yahoo com

Kinsor - Neod 1o Sall By Next
Weekl 1993 Nissan Sivia: JCI
due hug 2006 0

nd Taks over paymen. $1500
\e!\ o be i, next payment

reci Cer Cal (1)
883075, (U 6572057 and
coll090°6949.2465 or ‘email
pak_mann@yahoo.com

Gnser - Toyola Master Ace Surl
an: Available Feb. 18
PCS.

ly vehicie
637-2969
malave @konnect net

Lester - 1995 Honda Accord,
siver, great conditon, Pur

3385005, 201 059 58681617
e e

Okinawa - 84 Nissan Primera,
JCI 4105, PCSW% Dec. ust
sell 08B0

PCS MUST SELL
Toyota Hiux Sur Gold Edi.
SSR.G V-6, power locks, win-
iows, powsr " sunrool, 4 door,
4G B Nov 05, WC rocharos
24, amim and €O laye,
AN GAEAT! $Ba06 00 b0
Call ~ 6331674 or  email
ballemass2@yahoo.com
Kadena - R33 Skylne for sale:
Vst go \mmed\a!e\v 5100000
§176.00, NA, autom ch

Go0d unill August 3005, Con
e cam@adenaatmi or @

Kinser - 1991 Nissan Skylne
&I 5ped tranny, o AC
Runs good. JCI expires Feb
205 Salatle. sy Dec

Nico msitres, 4-door. _Call
James @ 637-390 or_email

Qnana - Must el 192
id
P\zynv & Bue Jan 05 Asing

S0 a704°

9
8i

Tori Station -1893 Eunos Road-
ster (Viata) Black Int/Ext. Hard

Grive, greal gas ' mileage
Rong 54356006801 “can
DAN & 52610206 or 644-5695.

Kadena, Okinaua - BRAND

W, o Earthmate GPS
me\vev U8 e Slvse\
s Ush 2004 Geting siartes

FE

lo PS¢ sl for busmsss
Tevel Ty s, it ot
mats PS, yourlrever get Tost

2000 B
i [ avison “Sofal  Sandar

d 'C leShe H“ " ho

Covria n s ‘G Sl o

S siado0 B al
504 0 030.6568 5313

Yokota - Harley-davidson 2004
FLSTEATBOV Less hen 200
miles. Brand-new - 2 years JCI-
smnkaygum/mack S8k
227, 60430752

Yokota, Japan Buel
SO 3388 s 98

Auguel 2006, $3.86000. Call
.95

Kadena, Ouawa - o
KiCseo " Caseee
e 45w x4, romova:
b\e lacev\a!e. Dol BC. drec
o HCA .m ot acing o
§s el "% doad or

Kadena, Okinawa - Light brown
cib: Adusable matioss hogh
converts Into_loddler day bed.
Mattess is stil in_plastic S65
Travel light swing $10 like new:
roun and e sioler a e

Kadena, Okinava -
KRS Dot s
years, siil great condition. Paid
§300 asing 75, comes wih 3

exiras.  Emall
sheHmlH@vahuacnm o -
tures or call 633:8133,

Kadona,_ Onava
KT oy soa s s
Lon 15080 Baty Swng 325
Virous_ Baby. and et loys

' mrssied please cal
Bosies @ 635436 o omal

Kadena, Okinawa - Have some
5 14" Rockord Fosgaie spea:
Swat spesker by amood for

joce. | also have
h 150 wall a\pha son amp ot
only $30.00. Call 632:3157 or
3081175343

Kadena, Okinawa - | have stock

meunt orcoaer, and yvieel

and sick et and down pipe
eat for oI 1 aiso nave. 131
Sale. Email

Kinser, Okinawa - Umbrolla
Strolle: Excellent contion $5
Call 74350 oroan 2284 1554

oo DeadToss pan & movine,

636.4760 or 080-3185-4350

Clothing 320

Buter - Materiy clohes, most.

Iy old navy, siz

Tirge. Only used for the iast

e months” ol pregnancy.
5458 or loseph

Paginis@totmalcom

Courtney-Assorted boys clothes,
reat condiion. 4 pairs

pairs of shorts, 2 shors outis,
a2 biack denim poi
Jackets (only worn tuice). Sizes
range fom 4 10 7. Wil sell al
togathor or individually. 6225455
Courtney-Assorted _women's
clothing, sizes 78 or medum,
includes pant sus, tank tops,
aresses, skt denim. acket
and dress paris. Harly wom

Kmsev, Okpava - vinie Baite
poratie ' Basainers Crale
Excolient concton $45.00 OB
Call 6374386 or 090 3294 1554
or ennB164@yahoo cor

g7

Courtney shirt,
Soen edumaroe i gresi
condition, S5 each or $50 for al
1ol rem 8223435 or cmail

. | Computers 360

sier, Oknawa - Dell OptPex
G000, 10 Ghz. 2suE Al

SERAV o RO 2sov 2.
Flobpy. 17" Dell Mo, Keyboard

poskor, sl ior ony
72507

evseanuaw@yuhw com or call

3 - | nave a
o compier vidso tard or
sale. ATI Radon 9000 Pro, less
then a year old, Just upgraded.
Asking '$50-875 for the sara
Just plug it in”and install the
Software updates and go. Call
Dan af 8305850 or amal me at
daniel.meyer@kadena.at.mil

Kadena, Okinawa - Sound Card:
Sound Blathor Platinum Audigy
24bit PCI vith remote and ba
connections including fiber op-
fics. $70 or OBO. Call Fob KA
6331861 or  Emall
ramand @attnet

dena, Okinawa - Video Card:
Al I Wonder Radon 64MB
Video card with TV in and video
capture capabilty. Origial box -
§70 or best ofer call fob at

2z

Knser, Qcinawa _ Whie Jerny
Und"Crb and ‘changing able
ih matiress in good concllion
sso 00 Gall 637-2960 or emall

Courmsy Okinawa - Looking for
dress up clothes for my 5-year

iha at 622.6424 or emal me at

Moturqle Korea 168

Korea - 2003 Harley Davidson
1001 Aniversary 1200XL Cus
fom, Gunmetal Parl, 850 Mies,

darimo@hoimai com
Yongsan

o, R reat S4b0.
i,

Motorcyles
Okinawa 170

futenma - 998 1D FLU o
dlean. Too mar

ras 1o st Ema
Sonracy@niainelp. for -more
infolpics or call 090-7464-5340
Kadena - 2001 Harley Davidson
883 Sporsiser upgraded 10
1200, Bl ater mrket forward
controls, exhaust

i
laurence litleton@kadena.af.mil
Kadera - Cemest bie on
isiandh {os7 Honda Super

Wiling to negotiate. Call TSgt
Lane al 6331454 (n) belore

0r634-0331(W)
- Harley Davidson oil

hange, hand defal, minor fune

p pats ncluded, $126, st

week - at

6332446,

Kadena, Okinawa - 2000 Yama
ha Y2125 Molocross Bike: Ex
cellent shape and_well_main-
tained. $2100 "Call Craig @
633-2569 or emall

me wih your ofer m brandon

Okinava- Graco Light weight
Dl Glder daube ol aarc
itha

Kadena, Ofinawa - Kerwoed
a5 alcasear dock iy 10
Disk char ng doors

speakers. Seling or Sab.00 Sat

Kadona - Set of four 33 X 125 X
15 tires. mountec rome
12 St

rims. " Cami
100 Cal
Shah Toberss @oasc medat.
net

—
Baby ltems 200

Courtney-Assorted infant cloth-
Isg, xcatentconion! Carr
Navy, baby Gap, Gerber
and Oshgosh. Only worn 2 or
times because my son grow so

fast._Includos
towels, 4 blankets, 13 onsies, 2
car of

sooks, 14 pals of pajamas, and
ouits, 6225455 or joseph.

bl i
ybeg et

infant car seaicarer,  gosion
sdusible bese and  casy
co_chest cip. Both brand

v bover vavs Baon useh and
are stll in ther orlginal boxes
Sought i from Babest us. but
4 up et usng o and

o, Oknana - atgmty
Cloines *“sizes L

i 2 preanancies bt groat
et Lo bl émau

Tracy at @oasi
iitor il g 778
Kadena, Okiawa - Calvin

KerDan bl cuted Copr
Sae <e szu “Can eas 5049 ev
email s

sking
price s S110 for e s nmﬂev an
ol ratay,
hen 365 for Sucler and 845 1of
the baby carrer. Please call 632
3499 or coll 09007898384

Ygkots, Japsn . Back carir
525, 25, sl $15

]

car 51
Roh chai: $10; gat, 55 sah;
recliner seat, S5 bathlub, 5.
Call227-2084.

Japan - Baby's toys
Glothing for sale; PCSng s00n,
Sell. Call Lorena ai

Kegera, Odrana - DANGERS
& CLUBGOERS, | have a

Sexy Tops ang drosses fhar a are
grat o1 an evening out mos
small shal\m\l\ﬁy:huoccm Tor
pictures or 633-8133

Kadena, Okinawa - have a

16 ar of realy cuelsyish
joans, a size' XL long sleoved
shit from 0id navy, and a size

mail me @ gniapan@kda.
3

Foster, Okinawa - Avent breast
pump, used for  woske, comes
i s breast mik conaners
w napened)  fu, 2o

pump par\s ¢ m plasnc Adking

pictures
@ gasismodani et o
72

6 ,
o Ty aesT

Fostr, Onawa - Baby, ssfety
o base S10eal
or " omal
Stokinaua0yahoodom
Foster, Okinawa - Boys Taddor

CallTracy 646.5772

Foster. Onana . O for ele -
< win mat

iy i

Roling '$40. Emal Tor picures

cmmmn@oaslsmeda\t net or
call Tracy 646-577:

TORI 1991
Honda Inspire, 4-door, Automat-
ic_Transmission. Power Seal,
JCI_Aprl 2008, Runs Great
Avaiatlo 14 Doc 04, 81,500.00.
c 64

S8 61550,

Kadena, Okinawa - Pocket Bike!

i year old, red, racin
slck tires, ts a blast! $300 Cail
6347504’ (day), 633-6791 (eve
ping) e mai

Foster, Okinawa - Graco S
Open iop -spaed battery oper.
ated with tunes and removable
{oy bar,Never used 360 fm cal
646-4158

Bicycles 20

‘Sagaminara, Japan - Japanese
sty grs bl Pink wlh basket
I, never used, paid S11

Kadena,Okinawa -
Broun boc Maren bonls o
UKS wom 4 times.
S75 i ca 855,601 or amai
ehiban303@aol.com

Kadena, Oinava - Lane Bart

KAB 633-18610r Emall
di@a.net

Segamiara, Japan - Com
computer, PC. - mariar m

e
s 300 . 5550 S
o

267,
Walker - This _Mini-Wi
Opical Mouse from Bolki
vides a greal Radio Frequency
(RF) wireless transmission solu-

s optal procise “on
Viwall oty sufce, Asin
Sl Dl o

—
Furniture 510

Butler - 2 booster seats, both
gray in color and in excellent
conditon. Paid_$30_each in
fumiture store but wil sel for
15 each. 6225455 or joseph

shape. Asking S150. Call
&

Kadena, Okinawa -
X

e T
slmdy Korean tnesu,ﬂ-esser for

a5 5580 svenings.

090-8839-9617

Kinser - CrinaDiepay Cabinet
2 om0 abes ool b, i

m\mm smle on Foser willsel
for 5900 or detals, call
GRoires zm o emai jonesie-
@email.uophx.
Kinser, Okmxwa G e
with Gttoman - $75 OBO_ Call
g
‘email jonn8164@yahoo com
Lester - 4-sale matching love-
soe g soisoepor. Muoil
caorprint goes wih sbout 2
ot coverng. $150 /08O, &h

Yokota - Calfornia King wator-
ed win ul waveless matess,
r and

Tines roadseatd. Froe, Gal
0428.305202

Yokota, Japan - Beautul wood
enteriainment _center  cabinat
Wil oriental hand fiish, valued
8 $2.490, won as grand prizeat
i Bazaar, $600

Yokota, Japan - Cherry.finish
dnng ' foom _table _wih 4,
gushored chai, 570, Call

Courtney, Okinawa - Fire Truck
toddier "bed. for - sale (wiou
marees) vy good conion:
Sals $200. in PX wil et go for
§75 1 intorestad call” ()
622:8560 o (W) 623-7310.

Otinawa: 1 sk gte
fockereciner o
$50, excelont cunaum “Ploass
CallDebbie at 646.621

. Japan - Vafstic chary

Ghos S0, Gai s65 saste

Fostr, Okinaw - Black cofos

e e 1oy pands

o 30 e ol o
435 ema

Household Items 560

2nd asking $45. Cal 267:6368 646 1] P——— Brand new
s (one dosk lamp: St
and ane i vergerl Chactege gt

Book Stores 250

Foster, Okinawa - UMUC CMIS
310 Compute Systoms Organi-
zation clure _ book
Eang now congiton. Selis ot
over $100 new, $75. Call Matt at
6465887,

Futenma, Okinawa - Al Books b

o
$38.a075 () o 646-4508 (H):
Emall romann@ 1maw usmc

Futonma, Okinava - Al bocks

are-mint condtion - Network

Cortcation. 2ed Training Kt

incudes G, "Se: Businges
00

Sack i, pphg) and e
Skirt (black wiwhite pipi
S50 e creat e
Call 6335048 or sls7 Boasi.
mediat

Kadena, Okinawa - Lane Bryant

tros par f Capi jeans: Lo
4, Groat spapo; Purchased s

S350 o s sac? Gosds.

mediati.net

Kadena, Onana - HOVING

SALE! Brand new Japanase silk

g\memn 68 e B
i3

Desies 9 or emai
o6 P

540,
Fundamentl Accounting Prncl

S60. Call_Nelson at
B520ts () or 6464588 ()
or Email romanni @ 1maw.usme.

mi

Okinawa - MOVIN
S ey o 2 Oa Ny
jeans! Really cuta! Only $5. Cal
Desiree @ '633-4269 or omail

Foster, Okinawa - Black marble
looking bedroom armoire: Excel-
lent conditon. $50 Please Call
6456757,

Foster, Ofinava - Queen sze

Teate "o of ke ron 2l

foner ‘shape u g
nighistand aid
§2500 for an st bk wisel
for Email  candice.

m\lchel\@uﬂenammﬂ or cail
&

i | Kadena - For Sale 1 Dark Bive

Material Lay

. condition and super
forable. " §200 ‘8O, Contact
Kayo, r Cody @ 6356107 or
skbarion @aol com.

5oy recner X

K n
black rame good condition, $50°
Sofa Table orhal abl- $75 call

|
sheﬂmmﬁyahoooom for'a e

s ' ot 2 gooseneck Iamp i
is like a minature table lamp.
with & rusiic style. Comes wih
light bulb '§7 Email for pctires
alr forco wiey @hotmailcom or
call 633-6906

Kadena, Okinawa - Lookig for
your unwanled Sesame Sirest
Sheetsibodding. Cannol pay 100

much. Please emall me at
Shondanichols @hotmail.com o
call 633-0221

—
Home Electronics 570

Gourtney, Oinava - G Digtal

Video vith

battery/caseiemote/software
and all cables $300 Call Mike
8235

Foster, Okinawa - Like new
Sony et MO, Walknan M-
Na20D: Headph

ram ok o, $7500
BO. Contact 645-4228.
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Home Electronics 570

Foster, Okinawa - Play station 1
comes wilh 2 controllers and 11

Home Electronics 570 JEWE"! 610

Courtney-1/2_carat _diamond
cluster ring, white and yellow

Kadena, Okinawa - One Hitachi

VT-UXG4400AW  VHS  player

s iy gt | RN T S AR
oty tpoan o 2 col| oS O o T | Sees _____
Sk Oyaroatom °"*" | SO0 DUO PYr 570 453 | adrs, O - Boagts

', Okinawa - lavica FD73 _greal pictures | cess cut center diamond with
ceiver with built in DVD player. [ direct to  disc  $40. | roundibaguette sides. Mint con-
Sells for $450 at the BX in the | 633-1830. dmon paid over $1600, asking
e i v | — | e e,
il WA 005200 M | ngons, orvaws iy | S i St T
e kel et T

S s en

Kggra, Qe 20y | ENOE, 1 2 20 oo, ounas — Gorgen

$25.00. 27 inch TV with D\
20000 Gt el AR
Cunmr\gnz\mCMﬁakHﬂ med.

Video cable. $10; X-Box contro
ler $20. Call 633-2106.

Gamond. platinum engagement

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony

disk GO player; Good conditon,

ey Ounawa- 27 v P | BBle )t 59000, asky
Sareen' TV, Tyearold goog |$10000.6020% | 8700 oe0 Con sbiarr
yoar ot 5500 w.u ssH ot 125, | Kadena, Okinana - Sony Home | acen, oana quise
i 63: Tnesler ystem wih DVD) oy engagement fng. \wlh i
ol 220 o el —— | o tponers 3 | SBgeer et
Kadena, Okinawa - 34' wide | Subwocter. Pu o | veddng. set: BEAUTIFULI 1
Scroen Panasonic HOTV' i | mas 03 for $400. i sl fo | hue a1 o
e, conaan: 520 50 sl | S5, Cal Yol zoa o dea. | B Have recot & wartarty
o 0 N e caf | oo S
rove 31 Aing $T200 660
Jonnson o | Kadona, Oinawa - Sony aigtal | P 20,050
Jotmson o | B ehds >

video wih audio- control center | 221 053812 o1 ¢
receer, with sub-wooler and 5

Outdoor Living 775 _ | Pets 820 (Toys 945
oster, Okipawa - Beautful | Kadena, Okinava - Rescued |Foster, Okinawa - 81in 1 jungle

m., ‘St Like new! Wl cared | Kities -'Syvesier Iook.ake & | 9ym for sale: Dont naed any
Umbrella ~ still in box | months old & Male (neat.) black gﬂ's' ‘dle:ahs ‘Ussd ‘,0' ﬂﬂéc‘a e.
ned! New | & White, Approximte 1.5 yr ola. | Sun faded but in safe condilon
grpeoc N 200 your o | £ Pgpmcrne T v i | b el o

§
and top glass table is  nicel

Kadena, Okinawa - If you need
a me ooking. and working

Surmound Sound speakers. S350
e mo aal al 6323208 il

Call Scolt @ 632-35; a - Boautiul 14t
e o Engagament g 5
damonds sel g ng_ el

Bought at
Saies n 08 i szmoon wil
sell for $1600.00 0BO. Email
andrea,stanek @ us.army.mil
call 1227618,

omail

Ryan2o, 55 yanoo.com or pie-

tures and prce.

Kadena, Okinawa

FUSION b wi wo ten e and
watt amp already moun.

o on box (o i Pard 300,00

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony r
eredse

Bectoter Coi Rk @ 6331508
o 6445529,

Kagera, Ofinava - Voo AFC

{61 both, wil_sel or $14000. | win w -
Fouer g and spanier i Pt w%mm Seus axsxm Musical Instruments 740
included. Call 632-3157. " $40(

1o in 06550338 o

Kadena, Okinawa - Karaoko | & o Smothym n
gmal timothy.moore @kader . peice including seat, Pearl Ped-

is, and extra hoads A rings.

maging for sl il theow
EilGD's 15+ and 2

microphones.

Courtne - Tompo 0 St o| 3

Foster, Okinawa - GREAT X-

63
moni@okinawadving.com

Sporting Goods 980 _ | Miscellaneous 1040

e 02 o S | Kadena, Okinawa - Brand now
once. enoneling Jant ' my | ever Becn cponed DVD' for
S e “’“““"g”‘.} Years, Gonte Bon 1 and

emalil

o Haavan: A n Wondr
846.6633 00061635036 or | geod Romes. Groal Chnsimas | WAS GIFT! Leap Frog wity 4 oo Binoh and
it 3:5048 " 0" | Gamea! Lio NEW. Frst $40 | Kincer, Okinawa - Pro-Fom | Secte. of Ny or 85
ictures! gets it with NQ‘ 646-6838. | Walk Run Plus Electric Tread- | each. CaHMmheHe at 532 3527.
com P 090-6163-5036 email | mil - $125 OBO. You pick up. | ——————————————
- . Tobekanmichael77 @ hotman. | Imines, aior ey e B
Foster Onawa — Muray 22" | Okinawa — We Have a FREE y Kadena Onawn - CHEST:
375 hp lawnmower: (One with | cat. Male, neutered and all | O™ lent WMSBSSQE‘“ (‘:;a)\ 2;57':’5:'33 MAS ltems: S'used tree-$30,
the big wheel in the back) litle | black, good with family and kids. | Foster, Okinawa - Little Tikes | &1 B30, C%00 haxes of new clear c\ass\c hgms
B3 o e Byt | Wo e e o k1 | Conr Sovns Goumer K | ¥ S G5eh S bores o macalred
SEPX for 9756 Acing 980, | much . and woul Ike 10 1us | G it accessons and somé | yongsan - Lke new Tafer | hel I9his 57 each. ono new
sous P cna! a1 g |y oxcotem sondan | Voo ik o2 10 | 85,8 by s T
P ———— uid ke 1o g0 10 a good | paid new, - asking iron-PW. Only Used two tmes. | $12:_ Call 633- leave
Kadena, Okinawa - 85-100 feet | home. Please call 964-2036, we namic Gold ~ $-300 steei | message
;n‘am fnk ance, i gais, | e n sk oy Fostor, Okinawa — Swan Lake | shaft, - Indludes Mizuno “golf
el ar od | Bai, T G bag, Orginally priced at_over | Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
nen Al BARSS | Faroocd Cor s o G S8 | b e L o g, e i
Bk up, SI0080 Call Nools | e | o e | ofbest ol Call011:685-4505. | Poldays. Cal 633-1562 if you
- current % | R wiong wi . 646 838 have one to sel please.
cdona, Okinava - Appren. 100 | G, Parilly e Mast 0.8 0 .
TEEEO o o i o i e e ASAE. This 3 for ebekanmchasl77 aroimal. | Video 1020 Km;a Ongers - o vt
foot of fonce, 1, gale s of | 1% Vetare o Burss Now sl i 1255
aceessorios 8 POl A0 SO0 | B et Sise. Askior A | e X RS araeer T | Kadena, Okinawa - 22 Vi | rown Do sl Insde s
el bl vl 56 i o S e o | R P B | B b el oot
daatminejp PetAccessories 822 | 2%5 o4 % I Gotieb@kadons.af mi &g 19100 big for . 5300
Kadens, Oknava oae-6183. or ket or omai e
o owar e i 20 Muray Kadona, Okinawa - ot x i | (3 ebekah iehaet?7& hotma Miscellancous 1040 | panakdaatminesp
e orscsoner 44580, | chai Ik dog pan wih gt an
&2 Su'st 633 0080, e e 080 &3 | e, onnave — oigors Kadena, v Taescope
Chiis ot 6336637 ot | oyer Siap S Super Fivey | Foster, Oinaa - Brand now | K2061, Okinawe - Teleseope -
Kadena, Okinawa Murray UQW‘9‘94229 Sandhax 540: Brand new Step [ black Louis Vuitton purse for | g33 0353
evmawor. S350 now. 'Sy D nent 2 Bl SN
5 .. wih a5 S0 “Raio Py Famina: | Sacet o s o S5 Ca
Cab GeR%EEts’ Sl Photography 830 | it hegtn £ s | o567 e | Youota, Japan - -sory oak
acocks @ kda.attmil.ne.jp Kitchenet each Call sul\vgem@va"oocom gaﬂna/use with  accessories,
633-1 1513 \/ Hvlslssled ratz/ 3

Coutney, Okinawa - Hewett

Packard 1.3 mp digttal camera:

Perect for glemertary” school

cnlden Mike
6228235

Kadera, Odnaua . ot of o

Kadena, Okinawa - Seling 4
talking Diva Star dolls (NI,
Hoxis, T, s Summen) and ol

s is
o B o shape Wil s

s the iy o 16001 Snging Kadena - We have a lot of | 5300 obo. call 622-5319 & they | 0o and we are asking 850 | o o) "ouinawa - Sony Cy- [all for $ie Call Nichele o
100. $85 Call 633-6513. X-Box games to seH will semuv mleresloego Call 6331513 ber shot HmEqa pixel qu\w 632-3527
Kadena, Okinawa - Link "can Fnr\gmg Foster, Okinawa - Casio key ‘camera with 64 m memory Walker, Kore Tm Little Tikes
ot ik W ST | 5 OSSN TR oo ap et e 510 e 120 Gt b | Wl e, T e ey
mhv cm-y@mm at.mil Ao e fu i keys | 13 f. professionaly bui prve | 826235 g i sufocss &
Kadena, Oknava - NEW, ony “stan Gaptor | Prampoino 14 . trampoline and | COSter, (ingw c\y o intenor o o e
i Sayerit o and | VA BB e oconen JSE.J&&&;;J“ | s e 2 d ‘eoodw'vws v A‘ o s 5800 &l
Wi remote control Vertical | ith remote contiol. $250. Cat — Sabilzatop case, Saleres’ & | oF‘ab7720,
zer2rce: Outdoor Lvig 775 | Pets B |Shef s cars Exdiem Sapan P Lo
Zama, Japan - X-Box Gaming _9_ s Al el | Eot e o agos o8 ioh
&5l or s, avcaten Sond s, ounava - 05 rp 20| Fotor Syem ot i medatinator cal 45277 capiog; ack 8t o
tion, cames w\ it oster, Okinawa, iz registere s. Barely used, excellent
Hon, oo % DD Kl B e o oo waod i, GKC ragiscred A shots | Kadenn Q:Sna One Sony | conion 140 cal Mo
w‘pedals‘ <s gamesy i, Vi | ealeeder . Teke b peces |1 broad S2000 o4 5485 ‘?;E‘f“ o Dliee Sk °‘° "G | 632:3577
sl Soacs s ey | 00 g 3150 ros% ko e o0yt | hom. fomae: biack-Labrador. Sporting Goods 980
muy vesmved caussa 0251 o. 95"“'“"”‘ u.army.mil 633-6637 or 090- uaAq 4229, Great doc registered, Foster, Okinawa - 48 Ibs. asst.
Jobs Offered 630 90 JGHN DEERE GATOR Elec. | pece m Ciom ot mils
Il Il Tg Female, $100.00 each. 8-C UK
Are vou interested in sup horling o G |l
¥ ¢ O ¥ chargeahls Call 622-5285 or | diatti.net or call 645-4277
Are v este Pl St
nnhtun history not ust L o R G| e bl & e ores mzﬂ o
s at sasomsovmao 1087-8700 5. Email tishatt@oasis.medi- | 646-3421
atti.net or call 622-6424 Kadena, Okinawa - Crossbe

o 'em]m'ul ol it

Humphreys - Doberman Pinsch-
o Puppy bom Aug8 2004, all
shots and_dewormed. Looking
for 8 qood hame, BaciFut

affectionate  and

Gourtney, Okinawia - Solid wt
fire "encine: periectcondiion:
Great Chistmas present _for
jour toddier. Bought at Lake-

q\aylul i m\eves‘ed please cal | shoreloarming com. Wil sell for
ony o Angee al 010-3981-0083 [ $35. Cal 622.6424 or emall
or 0168119158, nlshat @oasis mediattinet

Jobs Offered 630

Stars and Stripes, a first amendment paper, is the

Position Available:
SQL Senior Software Engineer

pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career affer the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil.
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs

2USMC  Korea billets (Open Dec 04)
TUSN  Tokyo Journalist (immediate vacancy)
1 USN Tokyo (Open Feb 05)
Photo Journalist (Sep 05)
1 USN YNT Tokyo Information Manager
(immediate vacancy)
Your Hometown Newspaper

STARS#STRIPES

wwwshripes.com

for salef Comes Wit ovenyting
you need lo work out with. §225
850 cal 6336515

Sormaba Sﬂhcuane sco
condlion. Askng 3125
all Mick or Patty @ &

Kadena, Okinavia

Mer's Bod)

bag wi shoulder siraps $25 take

Specialist. The successful candidate will have
experience with some or all of the followiny
PhotoShop * lllustrator « PageMaker
Professional advertising design software

We use Macintosh G5 computers.

The successful candidate will be SOFA-eligible,
have ad layout and/or page layout experience.

it i
Full-time Government Contractor position available | | \agena, Orinawa - Pro-Form
Okinawa. Salary negotiable. Crosswalk  GTS  Treadmill
. S i S0 e
Please send qualifications and experience to twice great condition, brand
liv@cox.net new! Asking for Call
Visual Information Specialist|| o oo ror
Elliptical model 485E barely
is seeking now at BX 3 years ago. Askin

Calibkes @oasis mediat net for

Kadena, Okinawa - Snorkel gear

x\ulhe@ yahoo com

sa
plus. This position requires creativity, flexibility
and the ability to perform under pressure.

Please apply with a resume at
Yokota AB, HRO Bldg 327
from 10am-3pm M-F.  Yokoia 5. sspen

position is open until - SERVTCES

filled. EOE. CombarSupport & Commany Soice

Kadena, Okinawa - Snarcl

i5 in cacallnt concion: only
tssd_iwice Seling for 12
Cail 6331123

Kacnea Okinawa - Dive gear
Tanks, fins, wet suts. boots
masl, requialos, BC’, gloves,
masks and snorkel alfeasona
Bl priced cal 35-4606.

Foster,

520

Okinawa_ Bufty the
for, phones, D

646-4158  or | and much more. Call 227-3830.

tors,
wil

adena

Selling
sa7s
633-42%

24 hr
diotary supploments. Mado wih
viamins, minerals. and herbal
exiracis, 2 bot

sullygem @yahoo com.

Kad

ueder
3576

Kadena, Okinawa

NEW Fours Woifron SHeck
BOOK WALLET:

siois & many pockets. Snaps
Shut. About & x 4" It would go
perfactly with the purse that | am
(5300) Wil sell both for
pleas

59
griapan@kda atmil ne jp

oster, Okinawa - Elocion | Yokola, Japan - Dining table,
F b Ok farts. B dugm ‘q'\nss top with 4cg:wso SEmD

oS30 46ty o orem | Yamana. recever. S110: Bose
s.m;’:gwa‘é“yihfjcjm“”ma 30T speakers” win - stand,
| 3225, 5L begtaret ST
Foster,_Olinawa - Vial Sol B S-Cantert |

e icaced | 150w, S175. cal 2274647
Yokota, Japan - Huffy basketball
i ergnalpapors, s han 6
monine o, Zlrosh Sup ee

My

HP
Dot SE5C ey it print
o Labiech LCS-1030 comput.
o’ spoak Cai
227.3839.

e run for
both for §:
or e-mai

o
Cal

100 Amp wire feed
si75. Gall  Scott ch LCS-1030 co

Zama, Japan - Lord of the Rings

$100 21 card | "Complete DVD Set, all three

g

email

se call Desiee
or [Email me @ | garamoneus.amy.mil

—Pentagon
CHANNEL

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel .

information, 24/7, worldwide,

sit pentagonchannel.mil and find out

pentagonchannel.mil
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& Northern Virginia

Without Getting Rijpped O’

waShmgton D C Area Ft. Carson-NORAD-Air Force Academy-Peterson & Schriever AFB
NEW BUILT or RESALE? = FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?
RELOCATION PACKAGE FOR HOME BUYERS

www.PetraHaebich.com

\
c OLORADO FORT JACKSON, SC

Web

Free 200 Page Book PETRA HA”E';}EZ(';'IITMR BIG $$8 SPECIAL!"
1 -
“How to Buy Your Home, et s me. o " e nage| |
PetraHaebicheREMAX.net i RBC MORTGAGE

E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com

40 Page Home Buyers Guide * VA Preapproval

Site: www.fortjacksonrelo.com

Call Bob Duker, USA, Ret.
Write: Military Relocation Team
. Andrews Rd. PMB 102+ Columbia, SC 29212

Relocation Package

Area Maps, Newspapers
Over 50,000 Homes for sale

www.TerrySeaman.Com
Terry Seaman Realty 1-800-708-9969

|
Northern VA, Quantico, DC
Bob Grahaw'’s Military Buyers Program

£2,000 CASH BACK!

#1 Military Relocation Specialist

Wwe’ll get you Pre-Approved BEFORE you move! ® Germany Tol Free Anytime My
Professional Service - Personal Touch (0800-225-5288) — 800-447-3536 =
| |
COL.ORADO
SPRINGS

®

" RENTALS & SALES

i I WWw.yesomni.com I o colosgrlrysre‘o:zua:; o

Relocating Service, Inc.
Our Service is FREE

Apartments Condos

Townhomes Duplexes

Houses Corporates
VA Information
relocating@qwes!

PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DC ol

bobgnova@erols.com lealy: | 678 78158 UK: 0800 96 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459
WWW. bohgrahamvarelo com Netherlands: 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781
p 3 www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com
Free Relo Packet - Long and Foster

Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere!
Call for a FREE, comprehensive
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package:
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-913-7880
Call Toll Free:

r Northern VIRGINIA?

\ \ \
From Coast to Coast

All Bases and Retirement Destinations
Find your home today!
www.TheEmetGroup.com

- Retired USAF — We know the PCS process
* Serving all the Military Community
* Do your loan qualification now, before you PCS

Walter & Susan Lamerton

Want more? Contact us RealorLosnsed Assiant
wlamerton@tampabay.rr.com
Toll Free 866-856-6318 GLogaL Hior

Retired Air Force member is will-
ing to locate the right house for
you and your family in the
Fayetteville area. Contact me for
referrals to other areas.

== Marklohnson@remax.net
&Sy Direct (910)391-5804

il: BECKY@longandfi .com
\ \

1-254-547-2019

for'l: Hood

Sales and Rentals * FREE Relocation Packets Tammy Thornhill
CA\-\' US Mike or Denise Zehr Assistant Vice President
"Years of Texas Friendly Service"

Tel. 254.542.5100
Toll Free: 0800-826-4620 EENTsyesgren
506 Town Square Shopping Center
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

First Community Mortgage

Tammy.thomnhill@1stnb.com

communiy
1

Toll Free: 1-800

SALES and RENTALS

-476-3680

www.fortstewart.com
WeLL Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors

COLD/ .
BANKER O Email: cbholtzman@clds.net
730 General Stewart Way  Hinesville, GA 31313

= T Fart Linwis Howsing

Relocation Specialist for Northern UA, (5o oo
Quantico, and the DC Area g
WWW.HOMESALETEAM.COM qualification

I pride myself on being an expert in Northern Virginia in both home listings and
home purchases. Iam very knowledgeable with the local areas schools, commuunﬂ
and businesses.

Being part of a military family T am extremely familiar with the issues that
surround any relocation, whether across the street or across the globe. It is my
commitment to help reduce the stress with such a move.

‘Tina Zimmerman and Associates Mobile: 540-379-0357

Coldvell Banker Residetial Brokerage  E-Mail: bomesseeam@riscom
Toll Free: 800 ‘Website: wwwhomesaleteam.com
Local; 703-340

o Bl

TEE
= £ E Fort Lewis, WA |

Fori Lewis Housing

wwwefortlewishousing.com ~—

Home Buyers Guide Homes for Sale

Testimonials Fort Lewis Info

Govt Repos Why Buyer's Agent?
CALL 1-360-491-6500

VA Mortgages s |
Maps SCHOOL INFO

Contact Us | CLASSIFIEDS |
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www.coldwellbanker.com

¢ New Home Construction

* Serving Deridder and Leesville
* Free Relocation Information

coLbweLL
BANKER &

Wayne Hall Real Estate
800-877-0677

The Kiny Bernard Team

For the Best professional Real Estate Services
in Northern Virginia calk:

Contact Me Today!
Wayne Hall
Broker/Owner
wayneohall@yahoo.com
(337) 463-9994

COLORADO SP

at

T

VIEW EVERY HOME NOW

www.ColoradoMilitaryRelo.com

Helping the military move home to
e — the mountains for over 20 years!
-—

NGS

1-800-947-8153

MEMBER FDIC

[
g On and Pre-Qualify for FREE

Changing the Way the Military Moves~
=

Avaloan.com is a service
of National Bank

COLORADO
PCSing to Colorado Springs

Call Christa Miranda

or Tiffany Ades (Assistant)

A 26 year Military Family
moving Mountains to make
your Real Estate Dreams come true.
German Speaking.

Toll Fre
Ema m
www.CheyenneMountainRealty.com

ASSISTING MILITARY FAMILIES
Nationwide Lender.
Lowest Rates. Guaraniged.

.
g

CATHOLIC

HOME LOAN

|
Ft Jackson x Shaw AFB * Charleston AFB

Beaufort MCAS x Parris Island * Naval Hosp
HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS
Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms”
“One stop shopping™-We handle it all
Loan Approval ¢ Negotiations ¢ Inspections * Insurance * Closing
Call George: 1-800-310-5112 weekends are OK or

TMRC

pesingto FORT HOO

Ft. Bragg, Ft. Campbell, Ft. Stewart, Ft. Lewis, Ft. Knox...?
FREE RELOCATION INFORMATION
Call Chris Roussel

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors
2705-E Highway 190, Copperas Cove, TX 76522

To Buyers

a

com Call Toll Free:

106 - E-Mail:

COM Or WWW.

CALL GENE & ERIKA GUDENKAUF|
ToLL FREE FOR YOU:

0-800-181-6612
One Call Does Tt Gill!

Free Relocation Packets * VA Homes
Property Rentals « New Homes

www.area-home.com
or email us at
fl@remax.net
your dream work!

Gene & Erika Gudenkauf
RE/MAX Advantage +
1-888-470-7089
MY 45 205 N, Dixic Highuay
T Oe Radelll KY 40160

Fort'Benning Bound?,
* X Five Star Service * X
With the Buyer's Resource Team
Steve Freeman
& Mary Ellen Vernie

many 0800-2255-288-888-399-7356
relocatecolumbus@mindspring.com
W) arelocatios

T T
REALESTATE

Loans Provided in Minutes
o al! E-mail Harriett Elkins
at Harriette@MortgageAmerica.com
706-322-1800 o Toll Free 1-888-399-RELO

100% VA

georg
Ask for: Relocation Pkg, info on Schools, Area & Jobs

‘Sehools

Pre-qualify with National Bank Morigage - Toll Free: 0-800-182-4032
Lee Huffner - FDIC/Equal Housing Lender

Home Buyer Representation Realty, Inc. NO FEES!

30 min. Homes, Horse

€7, BRAGO) o
POPE AFB

Live in the

“Golf Capital”

Pinehurst, Southern Pines NC
Check out www.moorenc.com
Jim Murray, rayplumas@nc.rr.com

800-528-5742 USA.
Moore Co. Real Estate Brokers

or less
commute!

\
Fort Bragg & Pope AFB

www.fayettevilleopenhouse.com

1000's of Homes for Sale

1000's of Homes for Rent
100% of Pictorial Tours

FREE Real Estate Ma

azine

o
o

MOVING TO HAMPTON ROADS VA?
Langley AFB * Norfolk Naval Base
Yorktown * Norfolk * Hampton
Newport News * Williamsburg * Suffolk

Barbara and Ken Kerwin
Abbitt Realty
1-800-721-5229

Us@2Kerwin.com
www.2Kerwin.com
www.WeSellHamptonRoads.com

Denver-Aurora
Colorado Springs
Parker, Castle Rock, Monument, Larkspur

Colorado PCS Realty
FREE relocation kit, hom &VAloan
ite for FREE,
temporary, furnis| iging available to
our home buying customers.

McMullen Broker-owner
Email: ColoradoPCS@aol.com
USA 1-800-274-0578

www.coloradopcs.com

information. Check our wel

|
FORT GORDON

GEORGIA (Or anywhere in the US)

Buyers Agent!
Augusta Home Buyer's

Connection

See our website for homes, loan

information, important area links

E-mail: broker@AugustaHomeBuyers.com
Call: 888-253-2707

www.AugustaMortgageSolutions.com

I
FREE LOCATION PACKET
PCS’ing to Fort Campbell, KY!
R

CRYE-LEIKE,

REALTOR

7, Jim Phillies ¢
Visit me at: www.realestatedlarksville.com
or e-mail: jphill8435 @ aol.com
Toll free from Germany 800-183-0131

Buying, renting, new construction or older house!

800.270.8563
WWWLCATHOLICHONELORN.COM

The Home You Want.
Where You

www.AmericasHomePlace.com)|

and visit the most interactive home

‘What our customers are sayin

In Southeast U;A Call
1 B00 New-House

FREE Floor Pian Book & Video

www.AugustaHomeBuyers.com

VA, FHA Conventional Loans & Assistance Available.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Frida,
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m.-NBA: Utah at Phoe-
nix (did).
AFN -Sports, 10 a.m.-NBA: Cleveland at De-

, 11 am..College basketball:
omo ska(e o Yiexas “Tech.

12:30 p.m.-NB

A, Lakers at

nside the NBA.
Pors, £ pimeCollce. basketball
oo Slate 2t Yexas Tech (did).
A m.-NBA: Cleveland at De-
o

Saturday

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.-NBA: L.A. Lakers at Sac-
ramento (Id).

AFN-Sports, 9:30 am.NBA: Denver at

ollege _football
SN TAR cham vonshm James Madi
so: vs. Montana at Chiattanoci, fen

R s/r rts,spm.-col\ege football: NCAA
Div. I-AA championship, James Madison vs.

Montana at Chattanooga, Tenn. (dld)
APN-Sports, 10 p.m.-NBA: Phoenix at Seat-
tle (did):

All Times Japan and Korea Standard Time;
did indicates delayed broadcast. Al listings
are subject fo change.

form:

for more
Pro football
NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF
x-New England 12 1 0 .923 365 217
Xy o
Buffalo 6 0 .538 297 231
et NEE-14
South
x-Indianapolis 10 3 0 .769 454 277
Jacksonville 6 0 .538 220 228
sieon 8o e
o e 80 M
North
x-Pittsburgh 12 1 0 .923 290 190
Baltimore 5 0 .615 270 205
S0 B
Cleveland 10 0 .231 247 345
weit
San Diego 10 3 0 .769 370 262
Saneee R T
Kansas City 5 8 0 .385 390 364
Oakland 4 9 0 .308 244 363
NATIONAL CONFERENGH
o
T
x-f Pmlade\pma 12 1 0 .923 357 195
N.Y. Gial 8 0 .385 223 267
Dallas 8 0 .385 249 355
wasmnglcm 9 0 .308 183 218
South
cAtnta 3 0 769 267 252
e 30
Tampa Bay 80 257 234
New Orleans 8 0 . 357
North
Green By Iy
Sreensay H
Detroit 80
Chicago 8 0 .
west
attle 60
St i
S
arrona IR
x—c\lr\chedmv\svon
iy games
Pmshurgh aIN V Giants
S
Caroll aa(Aﬂ
nda‘figames

Houston at Chicago
Minnesota at Detroit
Seattle at N.Y. Jets
Denver at Kansas Ci

uffalo at Cincinnati
Dallas at Philadelphia
§an Diego at Cleveland
§t Louis at Ariz

o

s at Tampa Bay
Sacksonville L rzet Bay:
rennessee at Oaklan:
BShimore at Indianapolis
jame

New England at Miami
Friday's games
Green Bay at Mimnesota
lay, Dec. 25
Qakland at ineas Sy
Denver at Tennessee

unday, Dec. 26
Chicago at Detroit
San Diego at Indianapolis
Baltimore at Pittsburgh

y, Dec. 27
Philadelphia at 5( Louis
In|ury reporl

NEW YORK ootball
Iague injury roponas proided By The

wasHINGTON REDSKI

) AT SAN
(Z-ub

GT R s

FRAN Redskins: OUT: S
2son- Boering arkie), K Jonn-ai (oht
uaanceﬁx 28 SFawn Sprrgs (concusaiom:
QUESTIONABLE: LB LaVar Arrington (knee):
DE Demetrc Evans (anide), PROBABLE:
LaveranuesColes (toe); C Cory Raymer
(ankle); TE Robert Royal (back); WR James

Thrash (hamstring). 49ers: DOUBTFUL: QB
im Rattay (1900, QUESTIONABLE: RB Kevan
B e OB TSt @

houiders: 86 Maurce Hicks (i

IANTS (
drell gell Groin: 18 Clark %ans (aroin);
B Chad ABLE: WR

(shouider DE drett Keisel (hamstring); C
hukky _Okobi y Polamaly

§ chis Snee uaw/mﬂ
Jamaar Taylor (duadricepy; S Gibri wnsun
shoulder/t ureo). QUESTIONABLE: RB Der

il
AROLIN INTHERS (6-7) AT ATLANTA
FALCONS (10-: 3) = Panthers: DOUBTFUL: RB
Casey Cramer (concussion). QUESTION-
ABLE: CB Eddie Jackson (shoulder). PROBA-
BLE: CB Chns Gamble (¢
ings (ant C Jeff Mitchell (knee). Fllcnn
538855 oucken (knee), QUESHORARL
Dl' Edward Jasper (hand); CB'Jason Webster

roin); R8 Nic}

) Aly CINCINNAT BEN-
oUT: TE Ti

(knee; RB Travis Henry (ankle)
ASLE: € Jon Dorenbos (knee): T Mike Will-

ms (knee) PROBABLE, €3 Nate Clements
(Ghoulde jals: DOUBTFUL: C Rich Bra-
[t
ett (neck); DI
peltha oNeal (ankloy: 08
(kne OBABLE: rwnheAnnerson(knee).
y (abdomen); DE Carl Powell

ack).
) AT PHILADELPHIA'
: QUESTIONABLE

UESTIONABLE:

Chris Crocker (shoulden),

NALS (4-9) — Rams: DOUBTFUL: S Aeneas Wi
liams (neck). QUESTIONABLE: OB Marc Bulg-
er (right shouder); G Chris Dishman (knee);
B Steven Jackson (knee). PROBABLE: CB Jer
ametrius Buler, (knee): RB Marshall Faulk
{knee: C8 Travig fisher (knee: DE Tyoka
lackson (toey, 18 Pisa Tmmsamoa (shoul-
er) 1 Grant Wilams (shoulden). Cardi
‘Jonn Navarre ¢ S
£S5 Ray nach hum O G, PRGBA:
ges iliness); R8 Emmitt
s.mm (tue) : Shichael Stoné (f060); 5 Adrian

uider
rlzunr_ss:: vmns (w AT OAKLAND
sam;

R tencs Lanes:
Rotpe Woototk (wnsn
Rocky Boiman (cai; K

o R o)
(knee/llnger7, € dustin Hartwig (fingen; DT

worth (elbow rad_Hoj

Albert Hay

°RE"Tyrona Wheatley
smn /fnm) DoUBTFUL: TE Cuum\e;
n (e e Morant (t000) L

15 5e0rgia Tech 0-0) beat James Madison
Next: vs. No. 22 Gonzaga, Saturt
7 Ok\ahumasizle {0) i not play. Next:
at UNLV, Sature
5. North Camhna (7-1) did not play. Next:
gina Tech, Sunday
e Forest (5.1) heat Elon 85-67. Next:
vs, No. 14 Texas, satur
7. Dike (©0) did ot biay. Nexts vs. Il
nojs-Chicago, Tuesday.
& syract 6 (D) G not play. Next: vs.
Drexel, Saturd
ke s 1) did not play. Next: at No.
swue, Sayrdy;
6 Bsbuirgn (10 did not play. Next: vs.
Coppin State, satr
2" Connecticut (41 did not play. Next: vs.
Rice, Sunday.
12: North Carolina State (8-0) beat L
gnaiafayette 1672 Next:at No. 18 Washing:
on, .
15, Louisille (5-) did not play. Next: vs.
Norfh Carolina ALT,
ex @s (7- 1)

at Vir
6.

ol SnaeArlington 8570,
6 Wake Forest, Satur

N 2o (& 3 ot Piay: Nowt at Mar-
ﬂuene . Saturday. Next: vs. Manhattan, Tues-

2 (-1 did not play. Next: vs. West-
em Carolma atui

3\4 Dot play. Nex

Stnlay Next: vs.
(s 1) did not play.

ngto
No 12 Nurth Cnrchna Slal
o Satian

Towson. Satur
: Mississipp! State (82) did not play.
Next:at Xavier, Saturday.
1 Wichigan State (6 ) did not play. Next:
vs, Delaware State, Saturday.
22, Gonzaga (7-1)_did nat “play. Next: vs.
NO.3 Georgia Tech, saturda
23, Maryland (5-2) did not play. Next: vs.

-1) — Cowboys: e VeI Florida State, Sunday.
L8 Alshermond Singleton (aroin). Eagles:  Taq Wathimgion (,m) SRORABLEOE Tier 24 Vrania nm ot play Next v Loy-
QUT: BE Bermck Burgess Glomal scperar  arayion (nefk) T W o ec.
tlony: DT Holls Thomas. (lbowy, LB Nate  © GALTIMORE RAVENS G NDIANAPO- Ot o) S Aok play: Next: vs.
Wayne (hamstrings QUESTIONABLE: CHank L COLTS (10-9) — Ravens: QUESTIONABLE  Northitestern Stafe, Saturday.
Fraley (ankl ; RB Reno Mahe (ankle): RBJama\ Lewls (ank\e)‘ LB Bartsmtl (kr\ee)
0 Jerome Mcbaugle (knee), W Terrel s men’s scores
Owens (back): i \eg
ABLE: LB Keith A 8 Shoulden o (u ess); CB
Bougiastshouen; GAms I (neesi 88 o Seics, A, MU Slaughter (con-  Adelphi 79, Ccncorma.N
Rodericc Hood (shoulder/thumb; G Jer.  cussion), RS Chester Taylor (high. Calts:  Juniata g, Was ngton&leﬂersanss
anc Mayberry (calh: WR To0q pinkston  DOUBTFUL: S Bo sanders (knee). QUESTION.  Lenigh 65, Eas
(hamstring/quadricen). S erome Sap oS C et Saturday  Mercyhenst i, Shevherd 55
DENVER BRONCOS (8:5) AT AS CITY  (cal Brandon Stokley (groin). PROBA-
CHIEFS (50 - Bronco ouT nn S BB Caeheliony TReato  Apprentice so, averett 74
febroole TEOLE DE Trovor e (e h gt Ot RoRH Mathia (Backy  ChBstal Carolina s acksomville t. 78
O ek BUESTIONABLE. R Tatumbell & Tupe Peko (ankle); DT Josh Williams  Georgla Southern &5, Arkansas st. 70
Sam Brandon (ankle); DT Luth-  (shoulder) Georgla Tech 72, James Madison 47

£ CB Roc

lex-

shoulder);
rEH\ss(caIVba:K) PROBABLE:
r (knee): RB R
0 ﬁe Roster
m. G

m ds (ki

ick E\az\ock (nee): C
knoe); T
T Jotn Srownin
s):

van Sk A

a5 (grou: BT Junior Savt (aniie)

gro
HOUSTON TEXANS
EARS (5 SousTEUL: 7B Tony
ollings (hamstrmm BABLE: C Steve
ekinhey (chest (8 shantoe Ort (lines
Zach W Bear: TFU
o

ank\e)‘ TJohn Tait (kn
W% b nouiden. S Bobby

Gray (quadricep

ONVILLE JAGUARS (1) AT GREEN

CKi - rs: OUT:

nee). Packers: QUESTIONABLE: y
Barry (quadricep). PROBABLE: T Chad Giift-
on (hamstring); LB Na'il Diggs (back/kic
ney): DT Grady Jackson (knee%: LB Nick Rog:
ers (knee); C Grey R\mgamcr (ankle).
MINNEOTAVVII(ING (1-6) AT
s:

(knee/IR): WR Eddie Drummond (shot
QUESTIONABLE: €8 Fernando gryant Ganie.
OBABLE: TJeif Backus (calf),

"NEW GRLEANS SAINTS () AT TAMPA
BAY BUCCANEERS () — Saints: DOUBTFUL:
EAVOnrae Holland (hov: LB Ortando Ruft
(ankle). QUESTIONABLE: TE Ernie Conwell
back LB sedric Hodge (kee): 6 Kendy
Jacox (kne): LB Roger Knight knees. Buccar

: QUESTIONABLE: S Jermaine Phil
(arm): BROBABLE: TE Ken Diler (ribs) s
John Howell (ankle); TE Dave Moore (ankle)
BE Simeon e (hamstring): S Dwight Srith
tknee): T kenyatta Walker leg

RS (10-3) AT CLEVE-
310) = chargers; DOUT:
UL Davis (lower leg fracture).
UESTIONABLE: WR Tim Dwight (foe): S Clr

ussion); c-
ardell (hamstring). PROBABLE: RB Jesse

hatman (toe); DT Eric Downing (knee;
fanik Milligan (hamstring). Browns: OUT: S

Monda

EW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (12-1) AT MIAMI
= Patriots: DOUBTFUL: CB
;s DexterReid, (shoulden.

(back/ankley:
Renadld Willams (aw:

my Morris (ribs); LB

College football

Division I-A playoffs
Championship
ay, Dec. 17
At Finley Stac Davenport Field
hattanooga, Tenn.
James Madison (12-2) vs. Montana (12-2)
Divisinn 1l playoffs
mpionship
sa«urday Dec. 18

wi
At Salem Stadium

5%

, Va.
Mary Hardin-Baylor (13-1) vs Linfield, Ore.
12:0)

NAIA playoffs

Saturday, De
Jim Carrall sxamum
“Cour
St Francie e (130 s, Garrol, Mont.
at)

College basketbal
Men’s Top 25 fared

‘Wednesday

1. llinois (9-0) did not play. Next: vs. Val-
pafaiso, Sunday,

. Kansas (6-0) did not play. Next: vs.
South Caraing, Saturday,

Lander 6, Charleston Southier 59

Wississipdi 81
ouisanastayette 72
-Asheville 75, Len

Rol
SE Louisiana 82, Wiey s,
Sewanee 76, LaGrar
The el b1 Sauapnah st. 58
UAB 107, Beimont 76
Wake Forest 85, Elon
West Florida 83, Nova Southeastem 66
Wingate 69, North Greenville 5:
IDWEST
Augsburg 103, North Central 56

2 84, Judsor
wal\aciu ‘Ohio Northern 54

\:lowa 76, Wi

acstorn e, e
SoKiand Sl 8- Lincolh Chritian 52

Rockford 3, Mifwaukee Enginering 61
samuomsse Oakland, Mich. 5¢

Wisconsi

THY
ArkcPine Bluft 76 b ander smth 57
i B Teas Aringio

TEXE ARG, Loutsana Monroe 36
Texas St. 87, Rochester, Mich. 61

Boise St. 78, &, Washington &7

Montana 62, Montana Tech &
UTEP 75, New Mexico st. 64

Women’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
. L5 0:0) g not play, Next: at South-
west Missour state satu
ford (7-0)cld not play. Next: at Mis-

rday.
3 Buke (5-1) beat Jacksonville State 99-36.
Next: vs. No. 20 Purdue at Indianapolis, Sat-

‘Texas (4-2) did not play. Next: at North
Texas, Thursi

North Carolina (8- did not play. Next:
vs. GEurqu'ateleyrﬂe Beach, 5.C., Sun-

6. Baylor (&) beat Washington 74-58.
Neitvs.Florida, Sunday,
51T ald not play. Next: at
Mar ette.2ung
onnecticut

- (@-1) did 0t play. Next: at
No- 33 Alons State. Took 221

nessee_(6- ) heal Uouisiana Tech
Vs

5. T
10, 0N state (811 1 ot pay. Next: at
Oregon, Saturday.

ANK MCNAMARA

MURRAY, NOW I'M BEING NAMED IN A
mwsuw FOR MAKING THOSE COMMEKCIPLG FOR ‘ﬂt
THAT THE PRARMACELTY N RECALLER,

CLASS-ACTION

il Tinds@tankmcrerara com

HEY, CAN JUST SAID IT CAN
BUNAESS 00, SWEET.

LET YOUR BATTING AVERAGE

DROP 40, 5O POINTS NEET

11, Michigan state (5-1) did not play. Next:
Corpus Christi, Sunday.
not play. Nex( vs.

23 Vegas, Sat
15 Minnesota (- z) didhot pray: Next: vs.
Orake, Thursday, Dec, 23

T4 Boston College (7-1) did ot play, Next:
vs SelntJoseplrs, Wedrnesday, Dec, 5.
15 Georgia (7-3) did ot play. Next: at
ona,

§0 GGLA (61 did notplay. Nexts at linois,

fay.
17 Vanderbilt (1) did not play.Next: vs.

BYU at Malibu, Calif,, Monday,
18. Maryland (7-1) did nol

Coppin Stale Monday,

1 8.0) i not pay. Next: at Ha-

Dec.
lay. Next: vs.

o
90 purde (62 did not play. Next: vs. No.
3 Bk at Indianiapolis. satui

21. DePaul (7-2) beat Northern_lllinois
7339, Noxtsat St peter's, Tuesday, Dec. 1.
52, Rutgers (8:2) cid ot piay. Next: vs.
Clemson, Saturday.

23, Arizona State (7-1) did not play. Next:
atNew Mexico, Saturday,
/a (8-0) did not piay. Next: at Drake,

ZS Kansas State (5-2) did not play. Next:
vs. Alabama at Springfield, Mo., Saturday.
Wednesday’s women’s scores

EAST
Chestnut Hill 55, Villa Julie 45
Chattanooga 71, UNC-Greensboro 62
Buke 99, lacksoiville St 36

tantic 40

Georgla Southern 73, Mercer 50
elhaven 57

labama 41

ke Superiorse 75

Eoncoia, Sts. 50 Northwestern, Minn.

DePaul 73, N. llinois 59
Evansville 69, Cincinnati 50
et 49

Kalamaz: live
N. Dakot Minn Duluth 57
Nebraska: a7
OohandChy 71 Lincote hec

fivet Nazarene 1, SDrmgile\d 109
Wis<LaCrosse 72, Glarke

Baylor 74, Washington 58
Denver 63, N. Colorado 53

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American 3-.:
BOSTON RED SOX_Agreed to terms with
LHP John Halama on ontract.
‘GAKLAND ATHLETICS - Acqulred INF Keith
Ginter from Milaukee for RHP Justin Lefr
and OF Nelson Cr
VARINERS—Agreed to_terms
wmn 1B Richie Sexson on a four-year con-

Netionaluoague |

ARI to
terms with INF Cralg D ensal o S vy

CuBS—Named Grady Little spe-
al assistant in player development and

or Tesaue rov ing instructor,
hspeclal ssistant o the vice
nresmem and

DS et 6 terms with
AP Dai Weathers Al P Sen Webor on
one-year contracts.

COLORADO ROCKIES—Agreed to terms.
with OF Reggie Taylor on a minor league con

ract.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Announced the
retirement of Tommy Hawkins, vice presi-
dent of external affairs.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Agreed to terms
with 38 Russell Branyan on a one-year con:
tract and LHP Tommy Pheips on a minor
league contract.

NEW YORK METS—Agreed to terms with
RHP Pedro

one-year contracts.

nal Basketball Association
BoSTON. cnncs Placed FTom Gusliotta
i

on the injure ivated F Justin Reed
from the injure
N laced G Reece
Gaines on the in ctivated G Ty-
ronn Lue from the Inured st
MEMPHIS GRIZZL G Antonio

B on the I T, Aatuated & Jaab
Williams from the injured list.

National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS —Released WR Reg-
gie Newhause and T lorenzo biamond.
Signed WR Lawrence_Hamilton, LB Isa:
REVE 3t Be Antom smith to the practce

“BETROIT LIONS—Placed L8 Boss Bailey on
injured reserve.
GREEN BAY PACKERS-Signed LB Ike
Emodi o the practice squad.
MINNES INGS- Placed LB Ragnall
serve.

mi
Nelson from the SR sianed 8
Mike Echols to the practice squad:

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES—Signed DT Ifo Pili
to the practice squad.

TAMpA BAY BUECANEERs _signed Te Bil)
Baber, Released DE Corey Sith. Sig

o Johison (o the praciice sauad.

[6a50d 0B Kaluin pearson from the practice

/ASHINGTON REDSKINS—Placed K John
rd«au on injured reserve. Signed K Jeff Chan-

National Hockey League
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS —Named Rick Dud-
ley operations consultant.
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Eagles face nice dilemma

If home field is in hand, team could rest starters

BY BOB BROOKOVER
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — The Eagles might find
themselves in a rare situation Sunday after
they run through that large inflatable helmet
and past the cheerleaders at Lincoln Finan-
cial Field.

Thirteen hours earlier, the results from the
Carolina-Atlanta game will be in, and if the re-
surgent Panthers win, the Eagles will have
nothing to play for in terms of the standings
when they take on the Dallas Cowboys.

Only four teams in the 26 years since the
schedule was extended to 16 games have had
their division title, a first-round bye and
home-field advantage wrapped up before they
played their 14th game.

The good news for the Eagles and coach
Andy Reid is that three of those teams went
on to win the Super Bowl. But they still must
figure out how they are going to handle the sit-
uation.

Do the starters continue to play? If so, do
they play the entire game, half a game, one
quarter? Does anyone with even a minor inju-
1y get the week off? Reid apparently has al-
ready made up his mind about how he’s going
to handle the game with the Cowboys on Sun-
day, regardless of the Falcons’ result.

“The starters are going to play and that's
how we’ll approach it,” he said Wednesday.

That’s fine with the starters.

“If going into that week or game, I'm not
going to play, I'll take that,” safety Brian
Dawkins said. “If he says I'm going to play,
then I will take that. In other words, whenever
my number is called to be on the field, I'm
going to give you what I've got.”

Quarterback Donovan McNabb agreed.

“I’m a guy who loves playing football,” Mc-
Nabb said. “No matter what decisions Andy
makes, as a player, I want to get out there and
contine to get better, so when the playoffs

come around, we are at our best and ready to

go.

“It always feels good to go out there and be
fresh, but you want to keep your chemistry
and your timing. If it's playing the whole
game against St. Louis or going out and play-
ing against Cincinnati, obviously it's his deci-
sion, but 'm gomg to prepare like I'm playing
every game.”

Former Eagles linebackers coach Ron Riv-
era was a member of the 1985 Chicago Bears
team that went 15-1. That team remains the
only one to have clinched home field through-
out the playoffs with four games left.

The Bears, however, had plenty of motiva-
tion in their 13th game because they were still
unbeaten at the time. They lost their chance to
go unbeaten on “Monday Night Football” in
Miami, but Rivera, who is in his first season as
the Bears’ defensive coordinator, said coach
Mike Ditka kept things intense for the final
three games.

“In ‘85, we played every game the same,
and we pracuced the same way,” Rivera said.

“We wore pads every day and we hit every
day, especially for our nine-on-seven drills.
Our starters played just like any other game
and, once the game was in hand, we replaced
them with us backups.

“I believe [Ditka] felt the only way to keep
our edge was to continue to approach the rest
of the season like it meant something. The loss.
to Miami seemed to take some of the pressure
off us and was kind of a wake-up call.”

Rivera said Ditka wasn't that concerned
about finishing with a 15-1 record after the
loss to Miami, but defensive coordinator
Buddy Ryan remained determined to make
sure the Bears finished the season as the
NFL’s No. 1 defense.

Ditka’s approach worked in that postseason
as the Bears rolled to their first Super Bowl
title, outscoring their three opponents 91-10.

The Denver Broncos and coach Mike Shana-
han took a different approach in 1996.

Even if the Eagles have nothing to play for
Sunday against Dallas, quarterback Donovan
McNabb said, “I'm a guy who loves playing
football. No matter what decisions Andy [Reid]
makes, as a player, | want to get out there and
continue to get better, so when the playoffs
come around, we are at our best.”

After going 12-1 and clinching home-field
advantage in the AFC, Shanahan replaced
quarterback John Elway the following week
with Bill Musgrave and the Broncos were
whipped by the eventual Super Bowl champi-
on Green Bay Packers.

Elway started the next week and played a
quarter in Denver’s season finale, but the
Broncos lost two of their final three games
and ended up losing to Jacksonville in their
first playoff game.

Interestingly, the coach took a different ap-
proach to things in 1998.

Even after the Broncos lost their 14th and
15th games of the season and had nothing to
play for in their season finale, the coach left
Elway in the entire game in the regular-sea-
son finale.

The only other team to have homefield ad-
vantage wrapped up before its 14th game of
the season was the 1984 San Francisco 49ers.
They finished 15-1 before winning their second
of five Super Bowls by blowing away Miami.

Shanahan says Plummer is staying

BY FRANK SCHWAB
The (Colorado Springs) Gazette

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — On the
same day that Denver Broncos
quarterback Jake Plummer con-
tinued to answer questions about
an obscene gesture he made dur-
ing Sunday’s game against
Miami, Broncos coach Mike Sha-
nahan confirmed Plummer is his
quarterback of the future.

Shanahan told ESPN on
Wednesday that he will exercise
the $6 million option bonus that
Plummer is due in March, which
means Plummer will be the Bron-
cos’ quarterback for next season

AP

Jake Plummer has thrown 17

a man about what your actions
were and move on, I think that’s
the true lesson you learn from it.”

Plummer might not have it
easy this week playing at Arrow-
head Stadium, one of the most hos-
tile stadiums to visitors. Chiefs
guard Will Shields said he didn’t
know if Plummer would have a
tougher time at Arrowhead be-
cause he reacted to a heckler last
week, and he added the Chiefs’
stadium isn’t much different than
any NFL stadium.

“I think anywhere you go,
there’s going to be some fan that’s
looking to heckle people and give
us a hard time,” Shields said on a
conference call with Colorado re-
porters. “I haven’t played in a

and likely beyond.
“Jake Plummer’s going to be
here,” Shanahan said, according
to ESPN.com. “I like him. I like
the way he competes. Normally I
don’t talk about contracts. But
since there’s been a lot of atten-
tion on him the last couple of
weeks, I'm really supportive.”
That lays to rest the biggest
question about Plummer, who
has been under a lot of heat in re-
cent weeks for his spotty play and
his controversial gesture.
Plummer said he hasn’t been in-
formed by the NFL if he will be
fined for the gesture he made to a
heckling fan after he threw a
first-quarter _interception. NFL
spokesman Steve Alic said the
league will announce this week
whether Plummer will be fined.

Denver coach Mike Shanahan,
above, said the team will exercise
the $6 million option bonus that
Jake Plummer is due in March.

The incident was a hot topic
during Plummer’s weekly news
conference.

Plummer was asked again
about the gesture. Like he did
after Sunday’s game, Plummer
apologized.

“What happened last week, I
think I've addressed well enough
on Sunday night and I'm apologet-
ic for it and stand up here as a
man and say that will never hap-
pen again,” Plummer said. “But,
any time I've ever made a mis-
take or I've ever done wrong, I
want to move on and the only

interceptions, tied for sec-
ond-most in the NFL, and 22 TD
passes, third in the AFC.

thing I can do is try to correct
that. A big win in Kansas City is a
right step in that direction.”

The Broncos play at Kansas
City on Sunday.

Plummer also talked about
what caused him to react to the
heckling fan Sunday.

“You're looking at a guy that's
not perfect,” Plummer said. “I'm
not a robot. 'm a man that’s got
warm blood that sometimes gets
hot in there and runs through my
veins. People do things that they
regret. As long as you can learn a
lesson from it and step up and be

place that doesn’t have one or two,
or maybe even five or six. That’s
what they get their kicks out of,
trying to be difficult and trying to
affect your play on the field.”

One point Plummer made a
few times during his conference
was that a lot of the criticism of
him would subside a bit if the
Broncos win at Kansas City.

lummer has thrown 17 inter-
ceptions this season, tied for sec-
ond-most in the NFL. He has also
thrown 22 touchdowns, which is
third in the AFC, and is on pace to
throw for 3,998 yards. Plummer
said he thought he has the sup-
port of plenty of Broncos fans.

“I think there’s still a large
[group] of people that are happy
T'm here,” he said.

49ers QB
Dorsey
has a taste
of success

The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Ken
Dorsey’s second season with the
San Francisco 49ers has taken a
turn for the better. Now he’s deter-
mined to keep it moving in that di-
rection.

Dorsey will start his second con-
secutive game Saturday against
the Washington Redskins, and he
could finish the season at quarter-
back in place of regular starter
Tim Rattay.

Rattay is out with a foot injury
and might not play again this sea-
son. Dorsey had the best game of
his career Sunday, leading the
49ers to a 31-28 overtime victory
at Arizona.

That win snapped a
seven-game losing streak for the
49ers (2-11), who are looking to
salvage something out of a tumul-
tuous season that has featured
coaching controversy and plenty
of lackluster performances.

“You've kind of got to keep your
foot on the pedal, just kind of stay
aggressive and just make sure
you're on top of the ball the whole
game,” Dorsey said. “That gave us
a lot of opportunities last week.”

Dorsey took advantage, win-
ning for the first time in four ca-
reer starts. He threw three touch-
down passes, completing 18 of 34
passes for 191 yards and guiding
San Francisco to the winning
field goal in overtime.

Dorsey had struggled in his pre-
vious two starts in place of Rattay,
failing to lead San Francisco’s of-
fense to a touchdown in losses to
Seattle and Chicago. He entered
last week’s game with a quarter-
back rating of 53.9, a figure lower
than any NFL quarterback who
qualified for those ratings.

Dorsey’s previous  struggles
this year diminished enthusiasm
within the organization that the
former University of Miami star
could be the 49ers’ quarterback
of the future, But Dorsey’s play
last week rekindled some hope.

“He did some really good
things and made some really
good throws,” coach Dennis
Erickson said. “He’s healthier
now and he made good decisions.
He missed some throws, which
you are going to do when you
haven’t played, but he made some
good ones to win it.”

Dorsey hit receiver Cedrick
Wilson between three defenders
for a first down on a third-and-17
play that kept the winning drive
alive. Dorsey said it might have
been the best throw he has made
in the NFL, and it was one he
couldn’t have made earlier in the
year when he was dealing with
back, groin and thumb injuries.

“It’s kind of a relief just to be
able to go out and perform and
play well again,” said Dorsey,
who didn’t take a snap last year as
a rookie after leading Miami to a
38-2 record in four years as a
starter. “It's kind of a load off
your mind and lets you realize
that you can still play this game,
have success out there and under-
stand that the hard times aren’t al-
‘ways going to be so hard.”
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Kitna to run Bengals’ surging offense

Last season’s starter takes over while Palmer rests sore knee l .

BY KEVIN GOHEEN
Scripps Howard News Service

CINCINNATI — Jon Kitna stepped into
the news conference room underneath
Paul Brown Stadium and did a double take.
The last time he spoke in the room last sea-
son, he did so behind a lectern with one mi-
crophone. Now the room has a raised plat-
form with a table and chairs for multiple
speakers to sit on during an interview.

“I want my podium back,” Kitna said.

A few hours later, up to the seats hob-
bled Carson Palmer. A brace on his left
leg, protecting the strained MCL he suf-
fered during last Sunday’s 35-28 loss at
New England, Palmer leaned the crutches
he used to enter the room up against a wall
and managed himself up the couple of
steps to the table.

“I think I get to ditch those on Saturday,
so I'm looking forward to that,” Palmer
said, an indication of the possibility hell

play this Sunday when the Bengals host the
Buffalo Bills. “It’s looking bleak for this
weekend, but right now I'm set on playing
(Dec. 26) against the Giants. The only
thing that’s going to hold me back is if they
(medical staff) won't let me play.

“It’s getting stronger every day and I'm
trying to keep as much pressure off of it
but at times I'm testing it and seeing where
it's at and it’s getting stronger. I'll be ready
to play next weekend.”

Bengals head coach Marvin Lewis said
Wednesday the team’s decision on wheth-
er to start Kitna or Palmer will wait until
Sunday. But his young quarterback beat
him to the punch.

“I'd be pretty shocked,” said Palmer
about playing. “It would be great. I'd love
it. But I'd be pretty shocked.”

So, apparently, in steps Kitna to retake
control of an offense that in the past three
games has produced at least 453 yards and
averaged 37.7 points. No one expects the

production to be any less against the Bills,
even though Buffalo has the No. 3- ranked
defense in the league.

“The last time we had some uncertainty
as to who was going to play, we scored 58
points, so I don't think that's going to be an
issue,” Kitna said, referring to the Bengals’
58-48 win against Cleveland on Nov. 28.
Palmer suffered back spasms during the
week, missed practice time and was listed
as probable on the injury report for that
game.

“We add new wrinkles here or there, but
we do what we do whether Carson’s in
there or I'm in there. So I don’t think
there’s going to be a disruption to the flow
of the offense or anything like that. The
stuff we’ve been doing this year is stuff
that we’ve been doing for the last couple
years.”

Kitna replaced Palmer in the third quar-
ter at New England and completed nine of
13 passes for 126 yards, with one touch-

Last season, Bengals quarterback Jon Kitna
(3) had career highs in touchdown passes
(26) and passing yards (3,591). Carson
Palmer expects to play on Dec. 26.

down and one interception. Palmer was
knocked out of the game after being hit by
Patriots defensive lineman Richard Sey-
mour as he released a pass.

Bulger might play at Arizona

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Marc Bulger tested his
sprained right shoulder for the second
time this week on Wednesday, giving the
St. Louis Rams some hope he might return

to the lineup.

Bulger missed Sun-
day’s loss at Carolina,
and backup Chris Chan-
dler had a career-worst
six interceptions. ~ So,

there’s urgency for Bulger to play with the
Rams (6-7) one game back in the NFC
West entering Sunday’s game at Arizona.

On Wednesday, Bulger threw about a
dozen passes in an individual drill after
throwing several warmup tosses. He threw
about three-quarters speed and a bit side-
arm, but it was enough for coach Martz to
exclaim, citing Bulger's jersey number,
“10’s back!” after the first pass.

Bulger didn’t participate in any team
drills, but the plan is to gradually increase
the work load and then make a decision on
his availability, perhaps on Friday.

“I don’t know what to tell you because he
actually threw the ball much better today
than I would have predicted,” Martz said
after practice. “He feels like he can zip it,
but we just asked him to refrain from that.”

Martz said Bulger, who wasn’t made
available for comment, had a little trouble
on the follow through.

Steelers’ Bettis thinking about retiring
PITTSBURGH — Jerome Bettis is think-
ing about retiring.
The Pittsburgh Steelers running back
said his health — not whether the Steelers
win the Super Bowl — will determine

NFL injury update

Injuries to prominent NFL players, followed by
team's prognosis, (see page 33 or camplete Tiory
Eepor pranded il

Packers:

: 25 (bruised kidney) probable.
< Remeas Wi iams (neck) ikely oo or the

Rams:
season.
Redskins: CB Shawn Springs (concussion) out for
saturday’s game.

whether he plays in 2005. Bettis missed sig-
nificant playing time in 2001 and 2002 with
groin and knee injuries, but hasn’t missed
a game since than.

Bettis, the NFL's No. 6 career rusher with
13,037 yards, has flourished as a part-time
running back the past two seasons.

He ran for 811 yards in 2003 despite
backing up Amos Zereoue for six games
and has 647 yards and a career-high 12
touchdowns this season, including four con-
secutive 100-yard games while replacing
injured Duce Staley.

“I'm not getting any younger,” said Bet-
tis, who will be 33 in February. “Every
time we win it means a lot more because it
could be the last one.”

Retired Williams says Miami’s
bad season isn’t his fault

NEW YORK — Ricky Williams insists
the Miami Dolphins’ dismal season isn’t
his fault.

“That's their problem ... It's not my prob-
lem anymore,” Williams told “60 Minutes”
in an interview to air Sunday on CBS. “I
played as hard as I could whenever I put
that uniform on, but 'm not doing that any-
more, you know? I moved on.”

The Dolphins are 2-11 this season. Will-
iams, 27, stunned his team by retiring short-

ly before Miami opened training ca

“I didn’t know ahead of time or I would
have given them a clue,” he said.

Williams said a thlrd failed drug test
made him retire because he was “scared to
death” that people would find out he
smoked marijuana.

“The thing I had the most trouble with
was that after you fail your third test, then
it becomes public knowledge,” Williams
said in the interview. “That’s one thing I
couldn’t deal with at the time — people
Kknowing that I smoke marijuana. That was
my biggest fear in my whole entire life.”

Janikowski gets five-year extension

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Sebastian Jani-
kowski finalized a $10.5 million, five-year
contract extension with the Oakland Raid-
ers on Wednesday that makes him the high-
est paid kicker in the NFL.

The 26-year-old Janikowski, the Raiders
first-round draft pick in 2000, has convert-
ed all but three of his 22 field-goal attempts
this season for the Raiders (4-9). He is
112-for-140 in his career.

Panthers P Sauerbrun arrested
for driving while impaired

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Carolina Pan-
thers punter Todd Sauerbrun was arrested
and charged with driving while impaired
and released on $1,700 bond.

Sauerbrun also was charged with speed-
ing and driving while his license was re-
voked, Julia Rush, a spokeswoman for the
Mecklenburg County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, said Thursday.

The All-Pro player attended practice, but
declined comment. Coach John Fox said
Sauerbrun will play Saturday at Atlanta.

E. Smith
wants to run
next season

BY BoB BAUM
The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Fifteen seasons may
not be not enough for Emmitt Smith.

e NFL’s most prolific ball carrier
sounds as if he would like to come back
for a 16th, either with the Arizona Cardi-
nals or another team.

“T don’t have no problem playing next
year,” he said Thursday.

Smith sr.opped shon of saying he will
deﬁmtely come back.

not totally happy with the I way T
rformed in terms of the success of the
team and all,” he said. “But I wanted to
make a contribution, and I feel like T
have made a contribution, and I think
T've got a lot in me to make more contri-
butions to this team or wherever it may
be if T choose to continue on.”

The 35-year-old has rushed for 732
yards on 202 carries, an average of 3.6
yards per carry, and has scored five
‘touchdowns. A sore big left toe kept him
out of one game, and his carries have
dwindled in the other three as Arizona
(4-9) fell behind early in losing four
straight. He needs 90 yards in each of
the next three games to reach 1,000.

Coach Dennis Green, who has said he
thought this was Smith’s final season,
sidestepped the subject on Thursday.

“You know what? I haven’t thought
about anything except the Rams right
now,” said Green, whose team plays St.
Louis on Sunday. “We've got three
games to go, and I'm focused on the first
game.”

Lacking big plays, Jets’ run-oriented attack is grounded

BY ANDREA ADELSON
The Associated Press

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Santana
Moss prides himself on being the
big-play receiver for the New
York Jets.

So how does he feel now that
the Jets have hardly hit any long
pass plays the past few weeks
while struggling to score?

“T am coming out there furious
sometimes because I think every

time I get out there I can beat
somebody. But if I don’t get the
ball, what can I do?” Moss said.
ough Moss avoided saying he
wanted the ball more, it was clear
how he felt when asked how to be
more involved in the offense: “Get
back there, throw myself the ball
and then I run it,” he joked.
Though he was kidding, Moss
and some of his teammates
showed frustration with the of-
fense Wednesday following a lack-

luster performance in a 17-6 loss
to Pittsburgh. Earlier this week,
backup running back LaMont Jor-
dan said the Jets fail to play well
in big games and the offense
needs to produce.

That means more big plays
from the offense, which has relied
heavily on the run this season.

In two games since Chad Pen-
nington returned from a strained
right rotator cuff, the Jets have
two passing plays for 20 yards or

more, both last week against the
Steelers. Moss, the fastest player
on the team, has been a non-fac-
tor for most of the season, though
he does have several drops.

He has a combined four catch-
es in the past two games for 43
yards. Last season, Moss had a ca-
reer year, going over 1,000 yards
with 10 touchdown receptions.

‘When asked why the Jets have
not relied more on play-action

passing, something Pennington
does well, some players bristled.

Center Kevin Mawae declined
to answer the question, while
Moss responded, “If I had the an-
swer I would give it to you clear-
er, but I don’t have it.”

“I think we will get back to
that,” Pennington said. “We will
get back to it and mix it up and do
what we need to do to win. We
know we have to score points. We
can’t just try to win games 13-10.”
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Foothall: Coaches support decision

FOOTBALL, FROM BACK PAGE

If not, then Edgren will play for the
small-schools title as the lone Japan represen-
tative.

Perry pnnclpal Alice Berard says “there is
interest” in reviving the program, adding
there’s already been one meeting of the
school, students and parents and more are
scheduled.

“We'll know by the end of January,” she
said. “It's a matter of whether interest turns
into action.”

Hobbs acknowledged there might be inequi-
ties that will have to be worked out.

The most glaring one, Pujol pointed out, is
that only one of Japan’s three teams and one
of Okinawa’s two teams will qualify for the
large-school playoffs, while Seoul American
and Guam High get a free pass.

“It’s difficult to take all those factors and
come up with a system that’s totally equita-
ble,” Hobbs said. “But we've come up with a
playoff system that’s doable. We have a sys-
tem that’s fair to all parties for the time
being.”

Perhaps standing to benefit most from the

Lineman’s
N.D. snub
leaves Irish
fighting mad

BY DOUG TUCKER
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — All he
said was, “Jordan Black, Dallas
Christian High School.” That was
more than enough to upset many
Notre Dame football fans.

The Kansas City offensive tack-
le admits he’s miffed at his alma
mater for firing coach Tyrone
Willingham, but insisted he was
only seeking to promote his Mes-
quite, Texas, high school during
TV introductions Monday night.

The calls came in quickly.

“As crazy as some of the com-
ments have been, I think I've
probably burned a lot of bridges,”

&k 1t will be especially great
to see the Panthers and
Dragons of Okinawa
come back to life. 9y

Sel Mendoza

Kadena coach

new system are Okinawa’s Kadena and
Kubasaki High Schools.

Under the new format, Kadena and Kubasa-
ki will cobble together the best players from
each of their split squads into Panthers and
Dragons varsity teams, which will then play a
best-of-three series for the right to qualify for
the large-school semifinals.

“It will be especially great to see the Pan-
thers and Dragons of Okinawa come back to
life,” Mendoza said. “This is really exciting.
It's great to start preparations and know
where we're headed.”

Hobbs suggested that Seoul American
might do the same thing in the Korea regular
season, starting with two split squads and

forming one varsity team later in the season
for playoff purposes.

erwise, regular seasons should remain
the same in Japan, where Zama, Edgren,
Yokota, Perry and Kinnick play a double
round-robin slate, and on Guam, where Guam
High will continue in its regular league. Un-
less things change in Korea, Seoul, Osan and
Taegu will play each other twice.

Even if tiny Osan and Taegu can’t compete
with Seoul, at least Korea’s smaller programs
know they have something to play for, said
Osan American coach Tony Alvarado.

“Our goal is still to beat Seoul and be the
best team in Korea,” Alvarado said. “But this
[playoff] puts us on a level playing field.”

Having a rainbow to chase at the end of reg-
ular season in any sport “does make a differ-
ence in our other programs,” Berard said.
“Even if they get beat by bigger schools week
to week, they ey have a chance to be
competitive when they go to Far East.”

Even with Okinawa’s schools beefing up
with their varsity teams instead of split
squads, Pujol said simply: “Bring it on.”

“I relish the challenge,” Pujol said. “This
coming fall is going to be one to remember.”
E-mail Dave Ornauer at: orny@pstripes.osd.mil
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Wake looks
ordinary in
struggling

past Elon

The Associated Press

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.
Wake Forest coach Skip Prosser
didn’t want to talk about his team.

Who could blame him?

Perhaps caught looking ahead
to No. 14 Texas, the sixth-ranked
Demon Deacons were downright
ordinary against overmatched
Elon on Wednesday night. And
whether starting forward Vytas
Danelius plays against the Long-
horns is anyone’s guess.

Prosser sent Danelius to the
locker room with 16 minutes left
in the 85-67 victory over the Phoe-
nix. Prosser wouldn’t discuss
what happened,
and  Danelius
said he didn’t
know.

“It was
Coach’s  deci-
sion,” he said. “I didn’t conduct
myself as a Wake Forest basket-
ball player.”

Chris Paul had 14 points and 11
assists and Kyle Visser added 13
points for the Deacons.

“Rather than talk about what
we didn’t do, Elon deserves cred-
it,” Prosser said. “I thought the
Elon kids played really, really
hard. I thought they took it to us
the whole game.”

Asked Danelius’ status against
the Longhorns on Saturday, Pross-
er said he didn’t know.

As if all that wasn't bad enough
for Wake Forest, forwards Eric
Williams and Jamaal Levy left
the game with injuries, although
neither appeared to be serious.
Williams sprained his ankle and
said he expects to play against the
Longhorns.

Levy came down hard on his
left arm while committing a
charge to foul out.

“Idon’t feel bad,” Paul said. “A
win’s a win.”

The Demon Deacons (8-1)
struggled to put away Temple on
Monday night and also played
sloppily against Elon, trailing
about 4 minutes into the second
half. Justin Gray made a
three-pointer, Trent Strickland
followed with two free throws
and the defensively challenged
Demon Deacons showed some
bite.
Elon (2-7) ended five of its next
six possessions with a turnover,
and the other featured a badly
missed three-pointer by Montell
Watson. Twice, Wake Forest’s
press forced traveling violations
before the ball reached midcourt.

Still, Elon hung in, getting with-
in eight points on a layup by Chris
Chalko with about 8 minutes left.
The Deacons finally sealed it with
seven straight points, including a
basket by Visser off Paul’s 11th as-
sist.

Paul, a sophomore, also had six

steals.

Chalko had 16 points and Scot-
tie Rice added 15 for Elon, which
has lost seven of eight.

“There is no such thing as a
moral victory,” Elon coach Ernie
Nestor said. “The best thing you

Wake Forest's Chris Paul (3)
drives past Elon’s Scottie Rice
(11) for a basket during the sec-
ond half of No. 6 Wake Forest's
85-67 victory Wednesday night.

do in a season cannot be a loss,
you must win games. But we're
ot going away from tonight feel-
ing that this was a total wasted ef-
fort.”

‘Wake Forest continually pound-
ed the ball inside and outscored
Elon 48-22 in the paint, with Viss-
er leading the way. The 6-foot-11
center nearly matched his sea-
son- and career-high of 15 points
that he had earlier this season
against Yale, the only previous
time he scored in double figures.

“When he plays like he’s 6-11,
he’s a very positive asset for us,”
Prosser said.

No. 3 Georgia Tech 72, James
Madison 47: At Atlanta, Isma'il
Muhammad scored 14 points and
Jarrett Jack added 13 to lead the
Yellow Jackets (7-0), who strug-
gled offensively but had another
strong defensive effort. Leading
scorer B.J. Elder, averaging 18.7
points, managed only four on
1-for-7 shooting in 25 minutes
and Will Bynum had 10 on 2-for-9
shooting in 28 minutes. Georgia
Tech entered the game allowing
51 points per game, fourth-best in

e count

Ray Barbosa had 15 points for
the Dukes (2-4), who lost their
fourth straight.

No. 12 N.C. State 78,
La.-Lafayette 72: At Raleigh,
N.C., Andrew Brackman scored
20 points and Julius Hodge 16 for
the Wolfpack (8-0), who have
their best record since going 9-0
in 1981-82.

Tiras Wade scored 37 points
and hit five three-pointers to lead
the Ragin’ Cajuns (3-5).

Wade hit two free throws and
then made a contested, dou-
ble-pump three-pointer to pull
Louisiana-Lafayett to 74-72 with
6.9 seconds to go. But Cameron
Bennerman made two free
throws to put the game away.

No. 14 Texas 85, Texas-Arling-
ton 70: At Austin, Texas, P.J.
Tucker had 17 points and 10 re-
bounds for the Longhorns (7-1),
who won for the 34th time in their
last 35 home games. Texas shot
56 percent in taking a 52-29 half-
time lead.

Jarrett Howell scored 24 points
for the Mavericks (4-3).

The Associated Press

OXFORD, Miss. — Ed Org-
eron’s recruiting success at South-
ern California helped him land
the job as Mis-
sissippi’s  foot-
ball coach.
“We

College

foothall are
going to teach

briefs
our young men

to compete,” Orgeron said during
a news conference on Thursday.
“We're going to compete from the
time we get up in the morning
until the time we go to bed.”

The Rebels hope the
43-year-old Louisiana native can
use his ties to the Deep South to
lure talented recruits to Oxford
and reinvigorate the Ole Miss pro-
gram with the tough, punishing
defense that became a Southern
Cal staple.

Orgeron was USC’s defensive
line coach, an assistant head
coach for two years and the clos-
est thing the school had to a defen-
sive coordinator; head coach Pete
Carroll is in charge of the Tro-
jans’ defense.

Orgeron also was USC’s recruit-
ing coordinator for four years.

“This is the beginning of the
Orgeron era at Ole Miss, and it’s
going to be a successful one,”
chancellor Robert Khayat said.

Orgeron’s hiring capped the
Rebels’ two-week search for a re-
placement for David Cutcliffe,
who was fired Dec. 1 after a 4-7
record, his first losing mark in six
seasons at Ole Miss.

Ohio U. goes with Solich

ATHENS, Ohio — Former Ne-
braska coach Frank Solich was
hired Thursday as football coach
at Ohio University, returning to
the state where he grew up and
promising to rebuild a program
that won only 11 games over the

AP

Ed Orgeron comments during a
news conference Thursday. Org-
eron, a USC assistant, was hired
as foothall coach at Mi

Ole Miss picks an SC man

Orgeron, USC’s defensive line coach, takes top job;
Croom’s contract extended; Wannstedt out at Pitt

Croom signed a four-year deal
when he was hired last December.

The Bulldogs finished 3-8 this
season, 2-6 in the SEC. An upset
of then-nationally ranked Florida
was the high point of Croom’s
first season.

A year ago, Croom inherited a
program in the midst of an NCAA
investigation for recruiting viola-
tions between 1998 and 2002.

The NCAA placed Mississippi
State on probation for four years,
stripped it of eight scholarships
over two years and banned the
team from bowls this season.

Fason to enter draft

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Florida
running back Ciatrick Fason, who
ran for 1,173 yards and 10 touch-
downs as a junior this season,

said he'll enter the NFL Draft.

Williamson turning pro

COLUMBIA, S.C. South
Carolina receiver Troy William-
son, who caught 43 passes for a

C b

past four years.

Solich was fired after three sea-
sons at Nebraska, despite playing
for the 2001 national title and
going 9-3 in 2003. He was doomed
trying to keep pace with Tom Os-
borne, whose last four teams
were 49-2 and won or shared
three national titles.

The year after Solich was fired,
Nebraska was 5-6 and failed for
the first time in 35 years to quali-
fy for a bowl.

Croom’s contract extended

STARKVILLE, Miss. — Sylvest-
er Croom, the first black head
football coach in Southeastern
Conference history, agreed to a
one-year contract extension
through 2008, the school an-
nounced Wednesday.

835 yards this season, will skip
his senior season to enter the NFL.
T

Wannstedt no longer
candidate for Pitt job

PITTSBURGH Former
Miami Dolphins and Chicago
Bears coach Dave Wannstedt de-
cided Thursday not to seek the
coaching job at Pitt, the school
where he played and once was an
assistant coach.

Wannstedt, who resigned as the
Dolphins’ coach Nov. 9 after
Miami lost eight of its first nine
games, was believed to be the
front-runner to succeed Walt Har-
ris at Pitt. But Wannstedt called
Pittsburgh athletic director Jeff
Long on Thursday morning and
pulled his name out of consider-
ation.

The Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Former
Tllinois football players are ques-
tioning whether the school
searched hard enough for a
black or minority coach to re-
place Ron Turner before hiring
recently fired Florida coach Ron
Zook.

The 62 former players wrote a
letter to athletic director Ron
Guenther on Nov. 22, the day
Turner was fired, asking him to
“enact a search process that in-
cludes several African-Ameri-
can candidates and other coach-
es of color.” They attached a list
of candidates.

Copies of the letter were sent
to interim Chancellor Richard
Herman and members of the uni-
versity’s board of trustees.

“We wanted to make sure
there was a system in place for
fairness in opportunity for the
head coaching job at the Univer-
sity of Illinois,” Eric Rouse, a
starting wide receiver in the late

Ex-players question Zook hiring

1970s, told The (Champaign)
News-Gazette. “We didn’t want
the South Carolina situation
where Lou Holtz says, ‘I retire.
Here’s Steve Spurrier, head
coach.’ That’s not fair.”

The former players say they
aren’t upset that Guenther hired
Zook, but they aren’t happy
aboul the perception that Zook’s

was a done deal before
the application deadline for can-
didates.

Zook’s hiring was announced
less than 24 hours after that Dec.
6 deadline.

“That’s what got our ire up,”
Rouse said.

Former Illini running back
Howard Griffith said he believes
Guenther hired the person he
thought would be best for the
Jjob. But Griffith said he also be-
Tieves the hiring process was not
as open as it should have been.

“We know the offer didn’t
come until one minute after S, of-
ficially,” Griffith said. “But you

know a hand was shaken proba-
bly Tuesday or Wednesday.
That's what reasonable people
wol ink.

“We know he (Guenther) inter-
viewed Leslie (Frazier) and
Kirby Wilson at the end of the
process. We would be safe in as-
suming a handshake deal was
done before that. You would fig-
ure,” he told the newspaper.

Frazier is defensive coordina-
tor for the Cincinnati Bengals
and Wilson is running backs
coach for the Arizona Cardinals.

are

Guenther was out of the office
Wednesday afternoon and did
not immediately return a call for
comment from The Associated
Press.

Herman, the interim chancel-
lor, approved Zook’s hiring, as
did the school’s equal employ-
ment opportunity committee.

“I know who was in the final
five. There was clear representa-
tion of black coaches and we
wound up with the best person,”
Herman told the AP Wednesday.
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Dan Dickau can play in the
NBA, after all.

The point guard scored a ca-
reer-high 23 points — including a
four-point play on a 32-footer at
the third-quarter buzzer — to
help the New Orleans Hornets
win at home for the first time this
season, 98-89 over Golden State
on Wednesday night.

“I don’t look like your typical
NBA player, so I get a lot of peo-
ple that pull for me because of
that,” the 6-foot, 190-pound Dick-
au said. “'m getting a chance to
play now, and I'm trying to make
the most of it. We start winning a
little bit more and it’s definitely
going to be a great experience.”

Playing for his fourth team in
three NBA seasons, the former
Gonzaga star has finally caught
on in New Orleans. He has
reached double figures in five of
seven games since the Hornets ac-
quired him from Dallas — and
he’s become a fan favorite.

“He’s fearless. He still doesn’t
know everything yet. He just
plays off of instinct, but he’s been
a pleasure to play with,” Hornets
forward P.J. Brown sai

Dickau scored 12 pomls in a
20-5 run early in the fourth quar-
ter that gave New Orleans the
lead for good.

David Wesley added 18 points

'

Roundup

to help the Hornets snap an
11-game skid.

Troy Murphy had 25 points and
12 rebounds for Golden State.

“This was a dangerous game
against a team that hasn’t won for
a long time ... and we didn’t
show up,” Murphy said. “They’ve
got a lot of guys who are hungry,
who haven’t had a chance to play
alot in the NBA.”

Suns 108, Jazz 86: At Phoe-
nix, Joe Johnson had a sea-
son-high 30 points to help the
league-leading Suns improve to
19-3. It's the NBA’s best sea-
son-opening record since Dallas
— led by current Suns point
guard Steve Nash — was 21-3 two
years ago.

Spurs 94, Magic 91: At San
Antonio, Tim Duncan had 24
points and 14 rebounds for the
Spurs. Manu Ginobili added 17
points for the Spurs, who lost
Tony Parker to a groin injury. Or-
lando’s Steve Francis scored 20
points, but missed a tying
three-pointer in the final seconds.

Cavaliers 112, Trail Blazers 88:
LeBron James scored 25 points
and Ira Newble added a sea-

son-high 18 in Cleveland’s ninth
straight home victory.

James also had 11 rebounds
and seven assists and Jeff McInn-
is added 18 points.

Darius Miles led Portland with
21 points.

Nuggets 100, Celtics 99: At
Boston, Carmelo  Anthony’s
scored 25 points — including a
jumper with 3.6 seconds left — to
lift the Nuggets to their seventh
victory in 10 games.

Paul Pierce had 31 points for
the Celtics. He had a chance to
win it, but his jumper at the buzz-
er bounced off the rim.

arcus Camby added 16
points, 11 rebounds and five
blocks for the Nuggets.

Pistons 94, icks  93:
Chauncey Billups hit two free
throws with 2.6 seconds left for
Detroit. Richard Hamilton scored
29 points for the visiting Pistons.

Stephon Marbury had 18 points
for New York, but fumbled a pass
in the final seconds before miss-
ing an underhanded 18-footer as
time expired.

Heat 98, Wizards 93: At Wash-
ington, Dwyane Wade had 29

points and nine assists to help
Mlaml win its sixth straight

Shaquille O'Neal added 13
points and 12 rebounds for the
Heat, who swept the four-game
season series with Washington.

New Orleans Hornets' Dan Dickau (2) and Golden State Warriors'
Speedy Claxton (10) scramble for a loose ball late in the second half.

Raptors 96, Timberwolves 90:
At Toronto, Chris Bosh had a sea-
son-high 24 points and 14 re-
bounds as the Raptors snapped a
seven-game skid.

Kevin Garnett, who had 23
points and 15 rebounds, was
knocked to the floor late in the
game by Matt Bonner. Garnett
and Latrell Sprewell went after
the rookie forward before being
held back.

Bonner was ejected, and
Sprewell received a technical
foul for shoving him.

Bulls 96, Grizzlies 88: Eddy
Curry had 20 points to help Chica-
go win its second road game. Pau
Gasol had 24 points for Memphis.

Rockets 92, Hawks 69: Tracy
McGrady had 25 points, and Yao
Ming scored 23 to lead Houston
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Nationals’ deal nearing collapse

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Baseball’s response
to Washington’s lawmakers was strong,
swift and ominous. Or, as Mayor Anthony
A. Williams put it: “The dream of 33 years
is now once again close to dying.”

On Wednesday, Major League Baseball
shut down business and promotional opera-
tions indefinitely for the team that has
been relocating from Montreal. Baseball
essentially gave the city 15 days to change
its mind about a new financing plan, or
else the search could begin anew for a per-
manent home for the troubled franchise.

At issue is a measure passed late Tues-
day by the District of Columbia Council,
which voted to approve the Expos’ move to
Washington if private financing is used for
at least half the cost of building a stadium.
Baseball has been adamant that a stadium
be funded with 100 percent government
money up front, as stipulated in a Septem-
ber agreement negotiated with Williams.

“The legislation is inconsistent with our
carefully negotiated agreement and is
wholly unacceptable to Major League Base-
ball,” said Bob DuPuy, baseball’s chief op-
erating officer.

Season-ticket sales were immediately
halted, and the 16,000 fans who have made
$300 deposlts can ask for a refund. The sta-
dium store, which had sold more than
$100,000 in caps and other merchandise
over 3%» weeks, was shut indefinitely at the
close of business Wednesday. The unveil-

mg of umforms with the team’s new name,

would play its 2005 home schedule if the
witl

Nationals, was
A hmng freeze was implemented.

Only the baseball side of the operation
will continue to function as usual, although
the sudden drop in revenue will hamper
general manager Jim Bowden’s ability to
sign players.

“Don’t expect us to
spend a lot of money at
this point,” team pres-
ident Tony Tavares
said. “We will contin-
ue to try to the make
the team competitive,
but I don’t expect to
us to be a big buyer.”

‘Washington has
until Dec. 31 to work out an ar-
rangement acceptable to baseball.
That’s when the agreement with the
city expires, allowing baseball to reopen
the process of selecting a permanent host
city. The Council could reconsider its vote
in light of baseball’s reaction, debating
again the issue of how much tax money
should not be used to fund a sports facility
in a city in dire need of better schools and
other public services.

Whatever the possible compromises, the
days are running short.

“We'll use them all, every minute of
every hour of every day, and all of us move
to the middle,” Williams spokesman Chris
Bender said. “It’s ninth inning, second out,
we have to make it happen.”

DuPuy did not address where the team

WASHINGTON

ATIONAL,

deal falls through. It re-
mains unclear whether baseball would
move the franchise to Washington’s RFK
Stadium on a temporary basis, remain at
Montreal’s Olympic Stadium or go to anoth-
er city.

The developments were stunning to fans

0 have been waiting for
baseball since the Washing-

ton Senators move to
Texas following the
1971 season.

“It’s like you're in a
100-yard dash, and
you're one yard away
from the finish line,”

said Charlie Brotman,

longtime Senators public ad-
dress announcer and a prominent
advocate for baseball’s return. “You're
beating everybody, and all of a sudden
you've got a cramp, and you lose. It rain-
ing on our parade.”

Council Chair Linda W. Cropp proposed
the private financing amendment, which
was approved 10-3 after she threatened to
withhold support from the overall package,
which then passed in a 7-6 vote.

“I am not trying to kill the deal,” Cropp
said. “I'm putting some teeth in it because
I'm really disappointed with what I got
from Major League Baseball.”

The September agreement estimated the
cost of building the ballpark and refurbish-
ing RFK Stadium at $435 million, but crit-
ics claimed it would cost far more. The pro-

posal, as initially approved by the council
on Nov. 30, called for Washington to issue
up to $531 million in bonds to cover the
cost.

“We had a deal. I believe the deal was
broken, and the dream of 33 years is now
once again close to dying. I would say
close,” Williams said.

some of the
that had lost out in the bidding for the team
prepared to resume their efforts to lure the
franchise.

“If the opportunity arises for the Expos
again, we are going to be standing there
along with everyone else,” said Will Somer-
indyke Jr., head of a Norfolk, Va., baseball
group.

Las Vegas Mayor Oscar Goodman went
to baseball’s winter meetings last weekend
trying to attract attention to his efforts to
lure a team. But he could not offer a firm
stadium plan.

“It’s just a glint in my eye, at this point,”
he said.

‘Washington has lost teams twice before:
The original Senators became the Minneso-
ta Twins after the 1960 season and the ex-
pansion Senators moved to Texas 11 years
later.

“Here we are back where we were five
years ago — the nation’s capital, the center
of the world, a city of possibility, aspiration
and ambition and opportunity, and a city
that cannot do what it says it's going to do,”
Williams said. “I'm saddened that we can
20 5o far in five years and step back so far
in five minutes.”

Braves trade for Hudson; Beltre, M’s

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Tim Hudson was
traded from the Oakland Athletics to Atlan-
ta on Thursday in a deal that further bol-
stered the Braves’ revamped rotation.

With Los Angeles, Boston and the New
York Yankees rumored to be pursuing
Hudson, the Braves swooped in and got the
Oakland ace for outfielder Charles Tho-
mas and pitchers Juan Cruz and Dan

eyer.

It was Atlanta’s second big trade in a
week. Last Saturday, the Braves acquired
closer Dan Kolb from Milwaukee, a move
that allowed them to
move John Smoltz back
into the rotation.

“One of our goals
going into the offseason
was to strengthen our
pitching staff,” Braves
General Manager John Schuerholz said.

“We have certainly made a major im-
provement.”

Moments after the Hudson trade was an-
nounced, the Braves sent outfielder Eli
Marrero and cash to Kansas City for pitch-
er Jorge Vasquez, who was 4-5 with 18
saves last season for Wichita of the Texas
League.

Hudson and Vasquez join a team that
has won 13 straight division titles.

The 29-year-old Hudson posted 81 wins
from 2000-04, tied for the most in the AL
over that span. He is 92-39 with a 3.30 ERA
lifetime.

Hudson was 12-6 with a 3.53 ERA in 27
starts this season. He made the All-Star
team for the second time, but did not pitch
because of a strained left side that put him
on the disabled list for a month.

Beltre, Mariners agree on a contract
NEW YORK — Prized free agent Adrian
Beltre and the Seattle Mariners agreed to a

$64 million, five-year deal on Thursday,
The Associated Press learned.

Baseball

roundup

n Beltre

Beltre’s contract is contingent on him
passing a physical, a person close to the
third baseman said, speaking on condition
of anonymity. The deal could be an-
nounced as early as Friday.

A day earlier, the Mariners added anoth-
er slugger by finalizing a $50 million,
four-year contract with free-agent first
baseman Richie Sexson.

Pirates obtain veteran C Santiago

PITTSBURGH — Benito Santiago was
traded Thursday by the Kansas City Roy-
als to the Pittsburgh Pirates, who have
sought a veteran catcher since dealing
Jason Kendall to Oakland last month.

The Royals get right-handed prospect
Leo Nunez for Santiago, but also must pay
about $1 million of Santiago’s $2.15 million
salary in the second season of his two-year
contract.

Santiago, a five-time All-Star and
three-time Gold Glove winner, hit .274
with six homers and 23 RBIs in 49 games

Tim Hudson

in 2004, but didn’t play after fracturing his
left hand June 18 in Philadelphia.

Pedro Martinez is now a Met

NEW YORK — After helping the Boston
Red Sox win their first title in 86 years,
Pedro Martinez will try to lead the New
York Mets to their first championship
since 1986.

Martinez was introduced at Shea Stadi-
um on Thursday, a day after he passed his
physical and the Mets finalized his $53 mil-
Tion, four-year contract.

“It was more of a commitment from this
team than it was money, actually,” Martin-
ez said. “T gave Boston every opportunity
to actually get me.”

Martinez turned down a $40.5 million,
three-year offer from the Red Sox and told
his agent to work out a deal with New
York.

“Boston wouldn’t pull the trigger,” he
said. “Why did they have to wait until the
last minute or s0?”

OK big deal

Martinez, a 33-year-old right-hander,
has had shoulder problems at times but he
passed the physical conducted Wednesday
in New York.

Martinez went 16-9 with a career-high
3.90 ERA last season, when the Red Sox
won their first World Series title since
1918, and was 117-37 in seven years with
Boston.

White Sox, IF Uribe reach deal

CHICAGO — The Chicago White Sox
agreed to a $9.75 million, three-year deal
with infielder Juan Uribe on Thursday,
avoiding arbitration.

Uribe hit .283 and set career highs with
23 home runs and 74 RBIs last season, his
first with the White Sox after being ac-
quired from Colorado. He hit .355 with
seven homers and 26 RBIs over the final
32 games.

Uribe also gave the White Sox some ver-
satility in the infield, playing 77 games at
second base, 38 at short and 27 at third.

Uribe will make $2.15 million next sea-
5 million in 2006 and $4.15 million
. The club has an $8 million option
for 2008 with a $300,000 buyout.

Uribe is a career .266 hitter with 47
home runs and 209 RBIs in four years with
the Colorado Rockies and White Sox.

Smoltz gets two more years in Atlanta

ATLANTA — In a deal motivated by his
recent return to Atlanta’s starting rotation,
John Smoltz agreed Thursday to a new
two-year contract that increases the
chance he will complete his career with
the Braves.

Smoltz, 37, would have been eligible to
become a free agent following the 2005 sea-
son. He has 154 saves the last four seasons
but will have his wish granted to return to
the starting rotation following the team’s
trade for closer Danny Kolb.

Smoltz has a career record of 163-121.
He won the National League Cy Young
Award in 1996.
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DODDS alters foothall field

Playoffs to determine Far East champs in two divisions

BY DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

TORII STATION, Okinawa — Starting
next fall, Department of Defense Depen-
dents Schools-Pacific will hold playoffs to
crown football champions, DODDS offi-
cials announced Thursday.

The format was set in a meeting this
week of DODDS-Pacific district superin-
tendents, according to DODDS-Pacific Far
East Activities Council chair Don Hobbs.

“We have Far East championships in
other sports, and we wanted a football play-
off,” Hobbs said.

Schools will be divided based on enroll-
ment — the line being drawn at 360 — into
large schools and small schools, just like in
other sports.

One DODDS team each from Japan,

Korea, Guam and Okina-
wa will play in the
large-school division semi-
finals.

Seven teams comprise
the large-schools division:
Yokota, Zama American
and Nile C. Kinnick in
Japan, and Kubasaki and
Kadena of Okinawa. Seoul
American and Guam
High, the only DOD
schools in their respective
areas, qualify automatical-
ly for the semifinals.

Next year, Guam will host Okinawa’s
champion in one semifinal, and Seoul
American will host the JFL champ, with
the winners meeting at the site of the Oki-
nawa-Guam semifinal winner. The semifi-

football playoft.y?

and championship

&k We have Far East :iatis will rotate, Hobbs

championships in ;

other sports, and
we wanted a

said.

The small-schools for-
mat pits the teams with
the best regular-season
records in Japan and

High,” Hobbs said, “we wanted a Pacific-
wide playoff.”

The news was met with a unanimous cho-
rus of approval from coaches.

“I'think it’s fantastic,” said Yokota coach
Tim Pujol. “I applaud the decision to in-
clude everybody. For the first time, you get

Korea in the
ship.

Osan American and
Taegu American  in
Korea and Robert D.
Edgren and Matthew C.
Perry of Japan comprise
the small-school pool.

“This was built on the Rising Sun Bowl”
which, since 1999, has pitted the Japan
Football League and Okinawa Activities
Council champions. “And with the addition
of DODDS football in Korea and of Guam

Don Hobbs
FEAC chair

a fair son o rybody. If it’s
worth it to fly 14 teams to Okinawa for a
Far East tournament, then it's certainly
worth two weeks of playoffs. It's progress.”

“It will be a great opportunity for a show-
case of great football throughout the Pacif-
ic,” said Sergio Mendoza of Okinawa's
Kadena Islanders.

The small-school lineup is contingent,
Hobbs said, on whether Perry, whose pro-
gram folded last year due to lack of play-
ers, can field a team in 2005.

SEE FOOTBALL ON PAGE 36

Council voted 7-6 Tuesday to approve legislation that forces private fi
League Baseball Chief Operating Officer Bob DuPuy said, “The legi
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